


; * 

-<*U 

'm., 

:0i t 

ft 

■’ V 

-OOP; 

On 

V 

4a- 

4 

o«n 


■ Dy 

*1H 

**k 

£fc 

« ). 


ant* 

dans 

Tax,- 

up t 
■he i£ 

■ba , 
1SIJJL 
matt 
-»ia- 
ifdi 

■CBS; 

dbes 
e so-, 
itefc 
Hsin 
Ihiss. 

• tox - 
BDg."l 
oiL 
it W 
tlfl* 
unit i 
i ihlRL 

i 

3k 
o ti 
ik 

ir 

W 


■Afc 
■ £ r 
mi f 
ihec 
irtf. 
■c ' 
irTi- 
nsiit 
fltlP 

dW 

/ifci 

uJ- 

■ojr 

*:i* 

■jf^ 
, a.- 
d ■' 
t# 

fJ 

jifl 1 - 

ye 

f 


uC 

or 


if 

P 

K 

r *■ 

d* 
if ■ 
> 
if ; 


if : 
i t 

r 

iii'i 

if? 


■J* 


U 

>* 

€; 

i*’ 


Lebanese ^omauisyured is Israeli shelf attack 

RASHaYA (AFP) — A Lebanese woman was 
wounded in an Israeli bomhardnsens insotuh Lebanon 
Saturday inreiaiiatroa foran anti-Israeli attack by 
Hizboftab guerrillas,- police .said- Mariam Sobb, 60. 
vt» injured by fragments from a shell which fell on 
Sohmw, 3 HizboUab stronghold around 10 kilometres 
outside thfr eastern sector of Israel’s self-declared 
“security /one” hs south Lebanon. Two hours earlier, 
Mizboliah claimed responsibility for a mortar attack 
on an Israeli army position at Ghozlan cm the edge of 
the central sector of the zone which Israel set up in 
1985 to protect its northern border from attack. The 
Voice of the South, the radio of the Israeli-allied 
South Lebanon Array (SLA) militia. said the attack 
did not cause any casualties. 
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.Arafat meets Mubarak for talks on peace process 

CAIRO CAP) — Palestinian President Yasser Arafat 
arrived in Egypt Saturday for talks with President 
Hosni Mubarak amid renewed warnings of Israeli- 
Palestinian strife. The Palestinian leader was expected 
lo discuss the results of his meeting last week with 
Israeli Foreign Minister David Levy, Cairo's Al 
Ahram newspaper reported. Meanwhile, PNA Minis- 
ter Hanan Ashrawi warned of an "explosion” by 
Palestinians disappointed with the stalled negotiations 
and Israel’s building in Arab east Jerusalem. “If the 
situation stays as it is. I believe the explosion is com- 
ing,” Dr. Ashrawi told Kuwait's A1 Rai Al Amm news- 
paper. "If the explosion takes place, nobody will be 
able to control its results,” she warned. She said that 
the United States has become a "spectator rather than 
a sponsor" of the peace process. 
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8 dead, 55 injured in a Jordanian 
plane crash at a Belgian airshow 




People watch thick^ smoke coming out from the Jordanian plane which crashed during an airshow in 
... aji 

into the ground (AFP photo) 


Ostende Saturday. Eif 
forming a stunt/ smas 


were killed and 55 injured, ten of them seriously, when t^e bi-plane, per- 


OSTENDE, Belgium (AFP) 
— A Jordanian fight aircraft 
crashed in a ball of flame 
during a stunt manoeuvre al 
a Belgian air show Saturday, 
killing eight and injuring 55, 
ten of them seriously, Bel- 
gian authorities said. 

The single-engined plane 
failed to poll our of a loop 
and smashed into the ground 
near a Red Cross stand ai the 
airport in Ostende where the 
show was being held. 

Debris and flames show- 
ered members of the public 


near the stand, causing many 
of the casualties. 

The plane crashed about 
100 metres from the public 
grandstand, and narrowly 
missed airliners lined up 
alongside the runway. 

A crowd of nearly 10,000 
had gathered at die air show, 
which was due to continue 
Sunday. The rest of the event 
has now been cancelled. 

“The plane looked as 
though its controls had 
jammed. It exploded on 
impact with the ground, 


sending debris and flames 
everywhere. People were 
burned,” said a witness, who 
repented seeing a young 
child among the victims. 

An emergency response 
plan was immediately acti- 
vated, with ambulances from 
across the region sent to the 
site and hospital staff 
mobilised. 

Panic swept through the 
spectators, who fled the 
show causing traffic chaos. 
The most seriously injured 
had to be helicoptered to 


hospital, some being flown 
to Brussels. 

All the injured were evacu- 
ated within an hour of the 
crash, said Paul Breyne. gov- 
ernor of Handers, the region 
which includes Ostende. 

Jean-La urent Denis, a 

French amateur pilot attend- 
ing die show, told Agence 
France Presse that the' acci- 
dent happened as the plane 
was completing a “loop-the- 
loop” manoeuvre. 

“At the end of the loop, 
something went wrong. But 


Captain Omar Bilal 
dies in plane crash 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An official military source said 
Saturday that while the Jordanian Royal Falcons 
team was performing at an airshow in Belgium, one 
of the planes, piloted by Captain Omar Hani Bilal, 
crashed into the ground killing the pilot and a group 
of spectators, and injuring many others. 

The Royal Falcons team, which represents Jordan 
in most international airshows boasts the best Jor- 
danian pilots under the leadership of Captain Omar 
Hweij and the management of Mufeed Hasooneh. 


it was already at a^- altitude 
of less than 20 metres, which 
is too low for such a 
manoeuvre." he said. 

A journalist for Flemish 
VTM Television said there 
were gusts of wind at the 
time of the crash. 

A temporary morgue was 


Netanyahu to block settler enclave 
in Arab east Jerusalem ‘for now’ 


set up at the scene lo identify 
the victims, who included 
the pilot of the aircraft. 

Another Belgian air show 
to be held in Hecbtel was 
cancelled, but an air show 
was scheduled to go ahead 
along the North Sea coast in 
the neighbouring country of 
the Netherlands. 

“We have taken all securi- 
ty measures to reduce risks 
to a maximum.” organiser 
Rob Peelers told a Dutch 
television station. “No plane 
will fly over the crowd, with 
the stunts taking place over 
the North Sea,” while the 
spectators watch from the 
beach, he said. 


U.S. envoy will return to 
Mideast in coming weeks 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — 
U.S. envoy to the Middle 
East, Dennis Ross is to 
soon visit Israel and the 
Palestinian territories to 
launch a new initiative by 
Washington lo save the 
peace process, Palestinian 
officials said Saturday. 

Mr. Ross telephoned 
Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat on Friday to 
inform him that he would 
make a tour of the region 
in the next few weeks, 
Palestinian international 
cooperation minister. 
Nabil Shaath told AFP. 

Mr. Ross said the visit 
would come "after devel- 
opment of the American 
initiative to relaunch the 
peace process," Mr. 
Shaath added. 

Mr. Shaath is due to 
meet with Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy fol- 
lowing a meeting between 
Mr. Arafat and Mr. Levy- 
in Brussels earlier this 


week. 

Washington hailed that 
meeting as a “very good 
step forward” to unlock- 
ing the peace process, 
deadlocked since Israel 
began work in mid-March 
on a Jewish settlement 
project in Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

But U.S. State Depart- 
ment Spokesman 

Nicholas Bums added: 
‘They still have a long 
way to go before we can 
say that significant 
progress has been made.” 

Mr. Ross last visited the 
region in mid-May. but 
failed to make any 
progress in getting the 
Israelis and Palestinians 
back to the negotiating 
table. 

Earlier this month, U.S. 
President Bill Clinton said 
"specific new actions” 
were needed to revive the 
peace process. 


UAE firm said to lease 3 
jets to Royal Jordanian 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
leasing venture created by 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) and Britain this year 
will lease three aircraft to 
Jordan under an agreement 
to be signed soon, press 
reports said Saturday. 

Oasis International Leas- 
ing Company (OILC) has 
reached a tentative accord 
with the Royal Jordanian 
Airline on the lease of the 
three planes, the UAE eco- 
nomic weekly newspaper 
Al Iqtesadi said. 

“A final agreement for 
this package will be signed 
after OILC is officially 
launched in August,” it 
said, without specifying the 
value of the deal. 

“There are also negotia- 
tions between OILC and 
Gulf Air for the leasing of 
some aircraft OILC will 


buy the aircraft and lease 
them,” it added. 

Gulf Air is equally owned 
by Bahrain, Oman, Qatar 
and the UAE. 

Financing will be provid- 
ed by some of OILC's part- 
ners and the Abu Dhabi 
Islamic Bank, which has 
just been set up with a cap- 
ital of one billion dirhams 
($272.5 million), the 
biggest Islamic Bank capi- 
tal in the world. 

OILC officials were not 
available for comment on 
the Al Iqtesadi report. 

British Aerospace (BAE) 
has subscribed 75 million 
dirhams ($20.4 million) to 
OILC, or 15 per cent of its 
capita] of 500 million 
dirhams ($136.2 million). 
The rest is owned by the 
government and local 
investors. 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has told the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) he will stop the 
building of a Jewish settler 
enclave in the heart of Arab 
east Jerusalem "at this time.” 
a move welcomed by the 
United States. 

"As of now, the decision is 
not to let it go ahead and that 
is precisely what is going to 
happen” David Bar-Eflan. 
Mr. Netanyahu's communi- 
cations chief, told Israel 
Radio Friday. 

He said Palestinian Resi- 
dent Yasser Arafat had 
received the assurance 
Thursday night in a tele- 
phone call from a senior 
Netanyahu aide, Yitzhak 
Molho, and “was quite 
pleased to hear the explana- 
tion.” 

Palestinian official Nabfl 
Shaath confirmed that Israel 
had contacted Mr. Arafat but 
did not elaborate. "A contact 
was made but I can’t confirm 
who made it.” 

A project by American 
Jewish magnate, Irving 
Mo&kowitz, to build a few 
dozen houses in the 1 1,000- 
strong Arab neighbourhood 
of Ras Al Amoud was given 
the green light by the Israeli 
Jerusalem municipality 
Thursday nighL 
The surprise move out- 
raged Palestinian officials, 
who warned that construc- 
tion could ignite Arab-lsraeli 
violence anew. 

Mr. Bar-Elan said Mr. 
Netanyahu did not contest 
Mr. Moskowitz’s right to 
build on the plot under Israeli 
law but questioned the advis- 
ability of doing so “at this 
time, and I stress, at this 
time.” 

Mr. Arafat’s adviser; 
Ahmad Tibi, branded the 
project a “declaration of 


war” in tire wake of a fierce- 
ly disputed Jewish home- 
building project close to 
Arab east Jerusalem, as well 
as a violation of interim 
peace deals signed by Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) since 
1993. 

Palestinian Finance Minis- 
ter Mohammed Al 
Nashashibi said the PNA 
would “resist with all its pos- 
sible means in order to pre- 
vent the continuation of set- 
tlements.” 

“The implementation of it 
(Ras Al Amoud) will end the 
peace process.” Mr. 
Nashashibi said after the 
weekly Palestinian cabinet 
meeting Friday night in 
Gaza. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s peace 
talks with the PNA have 
been in crisis since March 
when Israel broke ground on 
tire Jabal Abu Ghneim settle- 
ment in Arab east Jerusalem. 

Mr. Arafat has insisted that 
work there must stop before 
substantive negotiations can 
resume. 

Mr. Bar- 11 1 an said Mr. 
Netanyahu believed the time 
was not right to build at Ras 
Al Amoud given that the pro- 
ject was in the midst of a 
densely-populated Arab 
neighbourhood and given the 
slate of peace negotiations. 

He said there was no ques- 
tion of a similar freeze at 
Jabal Abn Ghneim. “It’s a 
barren hill, it’s near two Jew- 
ish neighbourhoods and it is 
not in anyone’s way” Mr. 
Bar-Clan told Reuters. 

The United Stales said Fri- 
day that Ml Netanyahu’s 
opposition to building in Ras 
Al Amoud was a positive 
step and appealed for a 
resumption of the stalled 
Middle East peace process. 


Jordan condemns plans for new 
settlement in Arab east Jerusalem 


AMMAN (Agencies) — Jordan condemned 
on Saturday Israeli plans to build a Jewish 
settler enclave in the heart of Arab east 
Jerusalem as a violation of its interim peace 
deal with the Palestinians. 

"The Jordanian government rejects and 
condemns such decisions and reminds those 
who took h of the dangers of implementing 
it,” acting Information Minister Nasser 
Lawzi told reporters after a regular cabinet 
meeting. 

Mr. Lawzi said the decision to build a 
Jewish settlement in the Arab neighbour- 
hood of Ras Al Amoud would further esca- 
late tension between Israel and the Pales- 
tinians. .."which began with the decision to 
build a settlement on Jabal Abu Ghneim." 

‘The Jordanian government considers the 
Israeli measures detrimental to the final sta- 
tus negotiations over the lands which Israel 
occupied in 1967,” said Mr. Lawzi adding 
that “Jordan has been keen on the final sta- 
tus negotiations as provided for in the Jor- 
dan -Israel peace treaty.” 

He said “the Jordanian government calls 
on the Israeli government to pave the way 
for the resumption of negotiations with 
Palestinians for the sake of arriving ai a final 
settlement” 

‘The government of Jordan appeals to the 
co-sponsors of the peace process and the 
natioas supporting a peace based on justice 
and non-acquisition of land by force to exert 
serious efforts to prevent further escalation 
and intentional disruption of negotiations on 
Israeli-Syrian and Israeli-Lebanese tracks 
for the purpose of arriving at comprehensive 
peace,” said Mr. Lawzi. 

His Majesty King Hussein, who has 
expressed growing frustration with Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu and 
said he is “despairing” of the situation in the 
Middle East, would discuss the settlement 
issue with Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy in Amman on Tuesday, Mr. Lawzi 
said. 

Mr. Netanyahu has said he will stop the 
Ras AJ Amoud building, approved by the 
Israeli Jerusalem municipality, but aides 
stressed his reservations were over the tim- 


ing. not legitimacy, of the project 
“The Jordanian government believes that 
Israeli measures like this violate the terms 
of reference of the Middle East peace 
process,” Mr. Lawzi said. “It calls on the 
Israeli government to cancel these decisions 
and to stop huilding housing and settlements 
on any Palestinian lands occupied in 1967.” 
Israel captured east Jerusalem and the rest 
of the West Bank from Jordan in the 1967 
Middle East war. Palestinians look towards 
east Jerusalem becoming the capital of their 
future slate. 

Mr. Lawzi said the cabinet discussed an 
Israeli legislative bid to make it harder to 
return the Golan Heights, also occupied in 
the 1967 war, to Syria. 

The legislation, which passed a prelimi- 
nary reading in Israel’s parliament on 
Wednesday by a vote of 43-10. would make 
approval of territorial concessions on the 
Golan conditional on the support of at least 
80 legislators in the 120-seat KncsseL 
“The Jordanian government, which sees 
in such moves an escalation in tension, 
announces its rejection of everything which 
obstructs the Israeli withdrawal from the 
occupied Golan,” Mr. Lawzi said. 

According to Mr. Lawzi, the Cabinet will 
shortly pass a decision setting a dale for the 
general elections. 

~ In reply to a question about whether the 
government will allow observers to monitor 
die elections, he pid: “We do not prevent 
any group acting individually or collective- 
ly from entering Jordan within the frame- 
work of the elections law,” adding that Jor- 
dan is an open countiy for different kinds of 
organisations including human rights organ- 
isation," stressing that “the government, 
while allowing monitoring, does not intend 
to organise observation on its own initia- 
tive." 

He pointed out that under the Elections 
Law all candidates running in the elections 
or their representatives can monitor each 
ballot box and each polling station. 

Mr. Lawzi said that the Ministry of Interi- 
or has allocated JD1.5 million to finance Lhe 
general elections. 



The United Arab Emirates wants to buy 24 of these Haipoon anti-ship nis- 
silies for $90 million according to a press release by the U.S. Defence 
Department Friday. This file photo was taken August 1, 1988, showing news 
people passing in front of Harpoon anti-ship missiles on a U.S. battle ship in 
the port of Inchon. (AFP file photo) 
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Syrian delegation 
arrives in Iraq for 
pharmaceutical fair 


Representatives of Syrian medical and pharmaceutical companies prepare for the Business and Medical Fair in Bagh- 
a-.a Tnarir;n<? a further warmin? of ties between Iraq and Syria. Some 40 Syrian companies are to take part in 


dad Saturday, marking a further warming of ties between Iraq 
the three-day fair starting Sunday (AFP photo) 


Syrian companies 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Rep- 
resentatives of Syrian med- 
ical and phannaceutical 
companies are in Baghdad 
for a business fair marking 
a further warming of ties 
between Iraq and Syria, the 
press reported Saturday. 

Around 40 Syrian compa- 
nies are to take pan in the 
three-day fair from Sunday, 
an event made possible by 
the improvement in rela- 
tions between Baghdad and 
Damascus since May. 

Syrian delegation leader 
Nael Nabulsi said in 
remarks to newspapers that 
the Syrian companies want- 
ed to secure contracts to 
sell medical supplies to 
sanctions-hit Iraq. 

Syria and Iraq, which are 
ruled by rival wings of the 
Baath Party and severed 
ties in 1980, reopened tbeir 


border to businessmen in 
June after a closure of 15 
years. 

Iraq, under sanctions 
imposed after it invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990, has 
asked for U.N. approval to 
import goods through the 
Syrian border under an oil- 
for-food deal. 

A delegation of Iraqi 
industrial leaders is due in 
Damascus in the next few 
days to examine ways of 
boosting trade. 

In a recent television 
interview, Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Said 
Sahhaf backed a normalisa- 
tion of relations with Syria. 
“We want to turn a new 
page with Syria, to fully re- 
establish ties and reopen 
embassies ” he said. 


Human rights group 
protests PNA detaining 
professor with no charge 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — A Palestinian human 
rights group said Saturday the 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty's iPNA> continued deten- 
tion of a Gaza professor with- 
out charge was a fundamental 
violation of human rights. 

The Palestinian Society for 
the Protection of Human 
Rights and the Environment 
(LAW) said the professor, 
Fathi Subuh. had not been 
able to see a lawyer or his 
family since his arrest on July 
2 . 

“LAW views Dr. Subuh's 
arrest and prolonged deten- 
tion as a violation of Palestin- 
ian law which guarantees the 
right to a lawyer and which 
states that a detainee must be 
brought before the attorney 
general or a judge within 48 
hours,” it said. 

“In addition, LAW express- 
es its deep concern over the 
continuing arrests of those 
who express opinions critical 
of the PNA. 

“LAW calls for the immedi- 
ate release of Dr. Subuh or for 
charges to be brought against 
him and for a halt to a PNA 
policy which violates the 
most fundamental of human 
rights — the freedom of 
expression." 

Dr. Subuh’s wife told 
Reuters at the time of his 
arrest that he was detained 


over questions he had includ- 
ed in a final exam he gave at 
Gaza’s A1 Azhar University 
that embarrassed the PNA. 

The wife. Fauna, said the 
professor of education had 
posed questions asking about 
alleged mismanagement in 
the authority and the universi- 
ty 

A spokesman for the Pre- 
ventive Security Service at 
the time denied the charge. 
He said Dr. Subuh “was being 
interrogated over certain alle- 
gations” which he did not 
specify. 

Dr. Subuh, a long-time crit- 
ic of the way A1 Azhar is run. 
was suspended a week before 
his arrest by the university, 
which is effectively con- 
trolled by Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat’s Fateh 
faction of the Palestine Liber- 
ation Organisation (PLO). 

The PNA which was estab- 
lished under a 1993 PLO- 
Israel interim peace deal, has 
been under fire from human 
rights organisations for 
alleged violations ranging 
from detaining critics to tor- 
turing and killing prisoners. 

On July 3. a PNA military 
court sentenced three Pales- 
tinian officers to death by fir- 
ing squad over the killing of a 
Gaza man. At least 14 Pales- 
tinians have died in custody 
since the start of self-rule. 


Yemen, Kuwait to resume ties 


SANAA lAP) — Yemen 
and Kuwait will reestablish 
diplomatic relations, seven 
years after breaking off ties 
during the Gulf crisis, a 
Yemeni official said Satur- 
day. 

Kuwait said last month it 
was ready to reconcile with 
Arab countries seen as siding 
with Iraq during the 1990-91 
crisis. Yemen, Sudan and 
Jordan were all perceived as 
tilting toward Baghdad when 
it invaded Kuwait in August 
1 990 because thev refused to 


join a U.S.-led military coali- 
tion that evicted Iraq seven 
months later. Those coun- 
tries said they favoured an 
Arab solution. 

Yemen and Kuwait will 
exchange ambassadors and 
restore full diplomatic ties in 
December, said the foreign 
ministry official, who spoke 
on customary condition of 
anonymity. The Yemeni 
embassy has been closed 
since the crisis. Kuwait’s 
mission is open but headed 
by a charge d'affaires. 


Muslim rebels slaughter 38 
people in Algeria — paper 


PARIS iR) — Suspected 
Muslim militants killed 38 
villagers in two separate 
attacks on Hamlets southwest 
of the Algerian capital this 
week, an Algerian newspaper 
said Saturday. 

Le Matin said the 38 vil- 
lagers were killed overnight 
Wednesday-Thursday by hav- 
ing their throats cut or decapi- 
tated and their bodies burnt. 
Two other newspapers, 
reporting the same attacks, 
put the number of dead at 36. 

“At 2 a_m. we heard people 
shouting and minutes later we 
were attacked by gunmen... 
wearing uniforms of para- 
troopers.” said a survivor 
quoted by Le Matin. 

Al Watan newspaper said 
about 50 rebels, on board a 
truck, stormed Si Zoubir 
Hamlet in Hajout area, some 
.65 kilometres southwest of 
Algiers, killing 24 villagers by 
slashing their throats. 

They then moved to neigh- 
bouring Douch village and 
slaughtered 12 more people, it 
said. 

“The victims were killed by 
having their throats slashed by 
knives or hachets while others 
were burnt alive,” Al Watan 
said. 

“As soon as the massacres 


ended, the terrorists wrecked 
everything in the houses and 
fled.” it added. 

Le Matin said among the 38 
massacred villagers were an 
elderly man and his five-year- 
old grandson. 

Al Watan said about 20 chil- 
dren were among the victims. 

The latest massacre took 
place some 72 hours after 
Islamist rebels killed 47 peo- 
ple, mostly by cutting their 
throats, in two attacks in the 
neighbouring Blida province, 
about 50 kilometres south of 
Algiers, according to newspa- 
per reports. 

The escalation coincided 
with reports that more than 
140 members of the feared 
Armed Istejmic Group (GIA) 
had been KGSd by troops in 
the same region while they 
were meeting to plot strategy 
to step.. up their campaign 
against the government. 

The authorities blame the 
GIA for the massacres and 
other killings of civilians in 
Algeria. 

About 60.000 people have 
been killed in Algeria since 
January 1992 when the 
authorities cancelled a general 
election in which radical 
Islamists had taken a huge 
lead. 




Death of Islamist militant 
is confirmed by government 


ALGIERS (AFPJ — One of Algsjo^s majar mdepefnlenf 
newspapers Saturday said it has frim tronfim 
scarcity forces, that Armed IslarirccGroup fGIA)-leaife 
Antar Zbuabri was dead. - ^ r 

The French -language Ab^Watan^daily -said Zouabri’s^J 
death this week had been confirmed “in a categorical way,” 
ending a reign of terror by Algeria’s most-\vanfed funda- 
mentalist. 

“One of the most sixristief criminalsm the history ofAlge- 
ria is well and truly dead” it said. 

Zouabri. 26, was trilled Thursday near a blockhouse in 
mountains seven k^omefres fiomHattatba, a town 40-odd 
kilometres west of the Algerian capital, it said 
Informed sources, however, had told AFP Thursday that. 
Zouabri had been killed two days earlier, in the same area 
Al Watan added that a militaiy operation launched, about 
10 days ago bad daimed 135 victims in. the ranks of the 
GIA, .which is blamed for some of the worst atrocities of 
Algeria’s civil strife.-’: V ; r. . 

It also said that Zoaabri, the <HA’s leader since July 
19%, had “executed‘35 ttiS men whchwanted to: surren- 
der.” 

Another newspaper in Algiers, Le Matin, said Zouabn’s 
remains- u ~ ' ’■ * 


ies of threeotheremirs” -— was stiff pending identification 
by specialists^ 

On Friday, the GIA denied thatZouabri had been JdlJed, 
in a communique salt to Moroccan radio station Metii-1, 
which the secretive faction uses to make public statements. 

Algeria was plunged into violence five years a go after the 
military cancelled legislative elections that the now-banned 
Islamic Salvation Front (HS) was poIsed to win. 


Saddam says Iraq’s strategy was huge infantry battle 


CAIRO lAP) — Iraq’s strat- 
egy in the 1991 Gulf war 
envisioned a huge infantry 
battle that would overwhelm 
the United States' superiori- 
ty in weapons and military 
technology. President Sad- 
dam Hussein wrote in an 
article published Saturday. 

The Iraqi leader said his 
plans were keyed on inflict- 
ing what he called serious 
losses on the Americans. 

“If we are able to prevail 
over their weapons and their 
technical superiority, then 
we should be superior in our 


mentality and through our 
jihad (holy war).” President 
Saddam said he told Iraqi 
commanders before the Gulf 
war broke oul 

But instead, the U.S. led 
coalition fought from a dis- 
tance by employing an inten- 
sive air campaign. President 
Saddam wrote in the article, 
which was published in all 
of Iraq's official newspapers. 

Iraqi troops invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990. In 
January, the war started with 
a massive air and missile 
offensive and ended six 


weeks later in one of the 
most lopsided defeats in his- 
tory. 

Of the 541,000 Americans 
deployed, 146 were killed. 

Iraq put its losses at 75,000 
to 100.000 killed in action 
and 35,000 to 45.000 civil- 
ians killed in the bombing. 
U.S. estimates put Iraqi 
civilian fatalities at 2.500 to 
3,000 killed in the bombing, 
with 100,000 troops killed 
and 300,000 wounded. But 
U.S. officials have 
acknowledged the actual 
numbers might vary greatly. 


President Saddam, who 
serves as commander-in- 
chief of the Iraqi military, 
declared that he had taken 
active command during the 
war. He has repeatedly 
claimed that Iraq was victo- 
rious in the fighting, which 
he famously described as the 
“mother of all battles.” 

In the article Saturday, he 
said that Iraqi air defences at 
times were able to foil even 
the high-precision weapons 
used by U.S. warplanes and 
missiles in attacking Iraqi 
targets. 



Iranian forces shoot dead 5 drug dealers 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian security forces shot dead 
five <4 bandits” and drug traffickers in a gun battle in ft* 
east of the country, newspapers reported here Satur- 
day. Security forces seized 490 kilogrammes of opium 
after the shoot-out in the Fariman region of Khoresm 
province, the press said. Iran, which imposes the death 
penalty on those found in possession of large amounts 
of heroin or opium, has stepped up the fight against 
drug trafficking, it said. The Islamic Republic is a trar 
ditional transit route for opium, morphine and hashish 
from countries like Pakistan and Afghanistan on their 
way to the Gulf and Europe. According to official fig. 
ures, 191 tonnes of various drugs were seized in the 
last Iranian year, which ran from March 1996 to March 
1997. 

2 more MPs join Turkey’s secular coalition 

ANKARA (R) — Two more MPs joined Turkey’s new 
secularist coalition government Saturday, state-nm 
Anatolian News Agency said. The MPs joined junior 
coalition partners, the Democratic Turkey Party 
(DTP), taking the party past a threshold required for 
places on important government commissions previ- 
ously controlled by the former Islamist-led adminis- 
tration, the agency said. The two, Gurcan Dagdas and 
Metin Isik, are both former members of Necmettin 
Erbakan’s Islam-based Welfare Party. Mr Dagdas was 
a minister in Mr. Erbakan’s year-long government 
which collapsed last month under pressure from the 
pro-secularist army. The DTP now has 20 deputies in 
the 550-seat assembly which qualifies it for positions 
on a number of commissions formerly controlled by 
members of Mr. Erbakan's previous coalition. The 
economy minis ter under Mr. Erbakan’s government 
joined the DTP Wednesday. 

Roadsweeper finds grenade, blows up family 

TEHRAN (AFP) — A municipal roadsweeper blew 
himself, his wife and his daughter up when nestum- 
bled across a grenade at a rubbish tip near Tehran, 
newspapers reported Saturday. Three other girls were 
injured by the blast which happened as cleaner Gbo- 
drat Faranghi fiddled with the grenade, the press said. 

Yilmaz’s mother injured in car accident 

ANKARA (AFP) — The mother of Turkish Prime 
Minister Mesut Yilmaz was injured in a road accident 
near Istanbul overnight Friday, but her condition is not 
life-threatening, doctors said Saturday. Guzide Yilmaz 
was travelling on the route between Istanbul and Izmit 
when the car she was in collided with a truck near the 
town of Hereke, located 100 kilometres east of Izmit. 
Ms. Yilmaz suffered a trauma to the brain and a frac- 
tured rib, doctors said. The car driver was also injured 
in die accident. 

Iran launches second Arab paper 

TEHRAN (AFP) — -A new Arabic daily. hit iranian 
news stands Saturday, the second Arab language paper, 
to be launched in the Islamic republic. Al Wifaq (soli- 
darity) Was launched by the government newspaper 
Iran Daily, which is itself published by the official 
news agency IRNA The Kayhan newspaper group has 
published an Arab version of its international edition 
called Kayhan Al Arabi for several years. An editorial 
by Iran Daily’s director general, Ferejun Verdinejad, 
said Saturday that the new paper is aimed at ‘‘promot- 
ing relations between Iran and Arab countries.” ‘Tran 
and the Arab World have a rich cultural and religious 
heritage and an enormous potential for building friend- 
ly relations between them helped by the new newspa- 
per, he wrote. Iran has 35 daily newspapers, four of 
which are in English, and more than 500 other publi- 
cations. 


French defence minister meets Mubarak 

CAIRO (AFP) — French Defence Minister Alain 
Richard met Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak Sat- 
urday at the start of a visit to the Middle East, one of 
the biggest markets for French weapons. Mr. Richard, 
who arrived in Cairo late Friday, had talks with Mr. 
Mubarak at the president’s summer palace in Alexan- 
dria on Egypt's Mediterranean coast, officials said. He 
then travelled back to the capital where he met Egypt- 
ian Defence Minister Hussein Tantawi and discussed 
Franco-Egyptian military cooperation including train- 
ing and joint army exercises. Mr. Richard will travel to 
Saudi Arabia Sunday on his first trip as defence minis- 
ter to the Middle East He will then tour African coun- 
tries. French Foreign Minister Hubert Vedrine said 
Wednesday he will also make his first tour of the Mid- 
dle East at the end of August or in September. 


■IORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel. 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 


15l?S 

16:05 

16^0 

French Programmes 

America's Home Video 

, 17:15 

American Chan Show 

18:00 
19 00 

Trench Procrammes 

| 19t30 


19:35 

Fresh Prince -of- Be lair 

20:00 
20 JO 
'21:10 . 

..Cinema. Cinema, Cinema 
National Geographic 

j 22:00 . 
22 JO . 

-News in English 

One West Waikiki 



123:15 Sisters 


PRAYER TIMES 


I 04:13 


1 05:42 


'12J* 


16:23 


1 19:42 


' 21:11 



| CHURCHES 

I 

j SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. SI 0740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel 
! 632785. 

I SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
i Church of the Annimication 
I Tel. 637440. 

! De la Salle Church TeL 661757. 

: Terra Sanaa ChurehTeL 622366 


Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 82432S. 

German -speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 8 1 1 295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190 . 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
Normal summer weather condi- 
tions will prevai] with temperatures 
around average and winds north- 
westerly moderate. In Aqaba, it 
will be hot, winds northerly mod- 
erate to active and seas calm. 

Mitu/Max. temp. 

Ammon. 21/33 

Aqaba 26/40 


Deserts 19/3S 

Jordan Valley 26/40 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 33. Aqaba 40 Humidity 
readings: Amman 30 per cent. 
Aqaba 25 percent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Naser 751144 

Dr. Khaldoun Kloub ...816715 

Dr. NidalAs’ad 751672 

Dr. IssamAsmar 890504 

Ftras pharmacy .661912 

Fendows pharmacy .778336 

AJ Asema pharmacy 657055 

Nairoukh pharmacy’ 623672 

Al Saiam pharmacy .........636730 

Yacotib pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Mazen Abu Bakir 276854 

Al Quds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. NabD Safiuini ....901323 

Khalifeh pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre. 6371 J I 

QdllSefcnceEJqxBtmeiTi 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

- 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. 199 

Rescue TMior 192.621 1 11.637777 

Fire Brigade. 617101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police.- 843402 

Traffic Police S96390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel Complaints -...605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Sewage CorrjtonE _897467 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs- 623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority ...._ 680100 


Khalidi Maternity- 64428 1/6 

AkiJeh Maternity..— 642441/2 

JabaJ Amman Maternity -.642362 

Malhas, J. Amman — 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 607071 

Shmeisaqi Hospital -669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital -.667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali .....666126/37 

ALAhli, Abdali — -.664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen —777101/3 

Al-Bashin. .775111/26 

Army. Maria 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital -602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

- (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
- (09)990990 


(02)275555 


J. Sectricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co 636381 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Anport 08-53200 

IRBID: 

Princess 

Bosnia 

Greek 

Catholic 

HOSPITALS 

Ibn Al 

Nafees 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre —813813/32 

AQABA: 

Princess 

Haya 


(02)247100 


(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Renal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia Inter- 
national Airport TeL (08)53200-5. 
where it should always be verified. 
Information on other flights can be 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

09 JO Jeddah (RJ) 

10:05 — .Bombay (RJ) 

10:05 — — Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

10:15 ..Iamana (RJ) 

10:20 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

MH30 — Beirut (RJ) 

Wk45 ........... Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

17:05 Amsterdam. Brussels (RJ) 
17:40 New York, Amsterdam 

(RJ) 

18:05 - . London (RJ) 

18:50 London (RJ) 

19:05 Ankara, Istanbul (RJ) 

19:10 -...Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

19:10 ..... Athens (RJ) 

20:10 Chicago. Detroit. Amster- 
dam (RJ) 


3k30 — .Frankfurt (RJ) 

20:40 Vienna (Rjj 

20:40 Rome (RJ) 

00:45 -Beirut (RJ) 

01:05 -Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights 

12:00 .Sanaa (IY) 

L2.-00 Jeddah (SV) 

13:35 Bahrain (GF) 

15:20 Moscow (SU) 

21:10 -Beirut (ME) 

21:35 Cairo (MS) 

23:20 — .. Istanbul (TK) 

00-.59- Cairo (MS) 

02:15 London (BA) 

07:20 London (BA) 

07:20 _....Tel Aviv (LY) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

08:45 .Aqaba (RW) 

10.-05 .-..Amman (QAM) (RW) 
KH50 Amman (Marta Airport) (RW) 

18:20 Tel Aviv (RW) 

19-JO Amman (QAM) (RW) 

22J0 - -Aqaba (RW) 

23 JO Amman (Maria Airport) (KW) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:00 —Madrid (RJ) 

07:00 .Beirut (RJ) 

07:00 JLamaca (RJ) 

10J5 - Frankfort (RJ) 


12:15 

12:15 

Ankara, Istanbul (RJ) 

12:20 

Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

12:40 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

Athene /HD 

13:25 

21:20 

London (RJ) 

21:25. 

ferfffeih (RJ) 

21:40 


22:00 

22:10 

-.Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 
Cairo (RJ) 

22:25 

22:40 

__ Singapore, Jakarta (RJ) 
Bangkok (RJ) 

23:45 

... -Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Flights 

07dHl BemiHME) 

07:55 


13ri)0 

Sanaa (IY) 1 

13:30 

14^25 

WHnhSV)! 
Doha (GF) 1 

16J5 

Moscow (SU) I 

22:25. 


00:45 

02.-00 

07ri». 

Amsterdam (KL) j 

Cairo (MS) I 

Beirut (ME) ! 

07^5 

T nrulnn (BA) I 

08:15 

.Tel Aviv (LY) t 

j 

Royal Wings (RW) 

07:45 Amman (Marita Airpot)fl^) 
09:15 . ArpbafRW) 

Kh30 .-..Amman (QAM) (RW) 
17:45 Amman (Maria Anport) (RW) [ 
1&55 . iaAviv(RW)i 

21 i3Q 
22S0 

_ Amman (QAM) (RW) } 
Aqaba (RW)J 
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Prince Ra’d opens medical conference 


AMMAN (Petra) — Chief 
Chamberlain Prince. Ra f d 
Ben Zeid Saturday opened 
a Jofdanian-U.S. medical 
conference. 

He announced that the 
meeting will mark the 
beginning of a series of 
medical and other scientific 
conferences, between die 
two countries in order to 
increase cooperation and 
facilitate Jordanian medical 
and technological 

advances. 

Addressing the approxi- 
mately 400 delegates on 
behalf of His Majesty King 
Hussein. Prince Ra r d main- 
tained that the number of 
participants and broad 
agenda reflect the impor- 
tance which both sides 
attach to die deliberations. 


He expressed optimism 
that ihe conference would 
achieve its objectives, 
'According to organisers, 
at least 250 doctors from 
the United States are partic- 
ipating in the conference in 
order to discuss a range of 
medical topics and review 

over KX) reports, 

During the opening ses- 
sion, Minister of Social 
Development and acting 
Minister of Health and 
Medical Care Mohammad 
Mamser told the assembly 
that ihe Ministry of Health 
has contributed a great deal 
towards the advancement of 
medical .services in the 
Kingdom. 

He Doted that govern- 
ment-run hospitals are con- 
tinually provided with 


modem medical equipment 
and that ministry doctors 
receive continuing educa- 
tion and are offered schol- 
arships in order to better 
serve the public. 

Jordan Medical Associa- 
tion (JMA) President 
Basem Dajani also 
addressed the opening ses- 
sion. stating that the meet- 
ing was organised to main- 
tain continued strong ties 
with other nations. 

He said that the JMA is 
closely cooperating and 
exchanging expertise and 
consultations with medical 
associations in Spain, Italy 
and Germany. 

Head of the Muslim Doc- 
tors Society in North Amer- 
ica Nabil Hafar asserted 
that the five-day meeting 


will focus on medical 
issues and education in the 
United Stales. 

The presence of a large 
U.S. medical contingent in 
Jordan will help partici- 
pants interact and exchange 
expertise and knowledge, 
he added. 

Auxiliary to the confer- 
ence, organisers displayed a 
medical exhibition with 
various medical equipment 
from local and foreign 
firms. 

The conference was 
organised by the Jordan 
Medical Association in 
conjunction with the Mus- 
lim Doctors Society in 
North America and other 
U.S.-based medical 

schools. 


Prime minister arrives in Oman 


AMMAN fJ.T.) — Prime Minister 
Abdul Sal am Majaii, who Friday 
arrived in Muscat, the’ capital of 
Oman, on his way ro Malaysia stated 
that since the new Israeli government 
took office Iasi year, it has been plac- 
ing major obstacles in the path of 
peace. 

“We, in Jordan concluded a peace 
treaty with Israel and have recovered 
all rights and are now in a better posi- 
tion to influence the other side (land) 


than before the' 1994 peace treaty,” the 
prime minister said. 

"Currently, the region is facing diffi- 
. culties. but we can see signs that the 
situation is easing as we believe that 
the peace strategy is an international 
option and not a tactical move,” Dr. 
Majaii asserted. 

‘The world is witnessing obstacles 
placed by the Israeli government and 
therefore pressure is directed towards 
the Israeli government to remove 


obstacles and change policies "-he 
added. 

The prime minister described Jor- 
dani an -Omani relations as closely 
cooperative on cultural, economic and 
social and political levels. 

Dr. Majaii is accompanied on his 
trip by ministers of finance, health and 
medical care as well as a group of 
businessmen who will attend a meet- 
ing on economic development to be 
held in Kuala Lumpur. 


Lesser charge requested for man 
accused of stabbing Israeli 


Students to begin college 
application process 


By Rana Hussein! 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The defence 
team in the case of a 22- 
year old man, currently 
facing charges of 
attempted murder, Satur- 
day asked the court to 
amend die premeditated 
murder charges to a lesser 
charge. 

Hamzeh - Ghareibeh is 
being tried at- the Crimi- 
nal Court for attempting 
to murder an Israeli 
tourist in the Urn Qais 
tourist area in April. 

He was arrested by 
authorities in Irbid on 
April 30 shortly after 
stabbing Roline B. Golan, 
30, in the stomach. 

Ms. Golan was part of 


an Israeli group of 33 on 
a four-day trip to Jordan. 

The defence team asked 
the court to take a med- 
ical report into considera- 
tion which indicated that 
die woman received 
minor . injuries and that 
she had dropped charges 
before leaving the King- 
dom. 

■ C riminal , Prosecutor 
.. Imad KiianL last month 
had asked the court, to 
convict Mr. Ghareibeh of 
premeditated murder. 

The court, presided 
over by Judge Abdul 
Ruhmau Tawfiq and 
Judges Khalaf Rabid and 
Abdul Hamid Saad. post- 
poned the trial until 
August 7. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Stu- 
dents who passed their 
tawjihi examinations can 
commence their college 
application process begin- 
ning Monday and continue 
until August 3, deputy 
chairman of a coordination 
committee on acceptance 
of students to Jordanian 
universities, Dr. Walid 
Maani announced Saturday. 

Names of those students 
accepted to state 
universities will be 
announced during the last 
wdek dfWigtistvhtf added:* 

Acceptance procedures 
will follow guidelines set 
by the Council of Higher 
Education (CHE) last Mon- 
day, according to Dr. 
Maani. 

CHE announced that the 
Kingdom’s seven state 
universities will admit 


15,652 students for the 
1997-1998 academic year. 

Of this group, 2,784 will 
undertake postgraduate 
courses and 970 students 
will take vocational train- 
ing courses, according to 
CHE. 

Dr. Maani affirmed that 
arrangements are being 
made for eligible students 
to apply for the university 
through post offices which 
then have a week to send 
the applications to the coor- 
i dictation committee for pro- 
cessing. 

He stated that a social and 
humanities faculty has been 
established at the Universi- 
ty of Jordan and that the 
faculties of economy and 
administrative sciences 
have been restructured 
there. 


JIEC releases report on state of estates 


AMMAN (Petra) — A 1996 report by 
the Jordan Industrial Estates Corpora- 
tion (JIEC) Saturday maintained that 
the number of factories and industrial 
companies operating at Sahab Indus- 
trial City (SIC) has now reached 340 
with a total combined capital of JD 
516.8 million. 

According to the report, the princi- 
pal companies are the engineering 
industries and tire electricity and met- 
allurgy sector which together com- 
prise 80 firms with a total capital of 
JD 140 million and employ 3,279 
workers. 

The volume of investments in the 
remaining sectors are as follows: JD 
64.5 million in textiles, JD 63.1 mil- 


lion in paper and cardboard, JD 74 
million in plastics, and JD 39.8 mil- 
lion in chemicals, the report said. 

Last year witnessed an estimated JD 
3.6 million expansion, thereby creat- 
ing 206 additional jobs. 

Al Hassan Industrial City near Irbid, 
established in the late 1980s on 427 
dunums of land, had 53 industrial 
firms operative therein whose com- 
bined capital is estimated at JD 52 
million, according to the report. 

In 1996, eight firms invested in A1 
Hassan Industrial City, with a com- 
bined capital of JD 9.8 million, creat- 
ing 465 jobs. 

Al Hassan Industrial City last year 
sold JD 26 million worth of products 


of which 17.7 per cent were exported 
to other countries, the report stated. 

A total of 15,338 workers are cur- 
rently employed there. 

A minimum of 71 foreign firms have 
invested a total of JD 132.2 million in 
the SIC, creating 2,600 jobs, accord- 
ing to the report 

A total of 14 foreign firms, with a 
combined capital of JD 28.7 million, 
are currently operative in A1 Hassan 
Industrial City, employing 1,238 
workers there. 

In April of 1996, the Council of 
Ministers endorsed a plan to establish 
industrial estates in all govemorates of 
the Kingdom to fill a rising demand 
for factories, the report concluded 



Srour visits Lebanon 

AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of the Lower House of Par- 
ti ament Sa’d Hayel Srour today begins an official visit to 
Lebanon to hold talks with his Lebanese counterpart, 
Nabih Beni, and other senior Lebanese officials. 


Prince urges training for the disabled 

AMMAN (Petra) — HRH Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid Satur- 
day called for the rehabilitation and training of disabled 
persons. During a visit to the Vocational Training Corpo- 
ration (VTC), Prince Ra’d urged focus on the disabled in 
order to rehabilitate them to better serve themselves and 
their country. 

Masri meets with Malaysian minister 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Education and Higher 
Education Munther Masri Saturday met with Malaysian 
Minister of Stale for Prime Ministry Affairs Abdul Hamid 
Othman and the two reviewed educational cooperation 
between Jordan and Malaysia. They discussed means of 
increasing the number of Malaysian students at Jordanian 
universities. According to Dr. Masri, the number of 
Malaysian students in Jordan is approximately 1,611. , 
President of the University of Jordan Fawzi Ghareibeh 
also received the Malaysian minister to cover means of | 
helping Malaysian students at the university. j 


‘Recent resignations no indication 
of IAF rift ’ — party leaders 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Jordon Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The recent resignations 
of five moderate leaders from the 
Executive Council of the Islamic 
Action Front (TAF) are neither the 
anticipation nor the outcome of a 
split within the front, party leaders 
said Saturday. 

Strongly rejecting the possibility 
that the resignees will gather their 
followers to form a new Islamic 
party challenging the monopoly of 
the IAF. Islamist Insiders also denied 
that the five leaden; might run as 
independents. 

These leaders resigned following 
their party's decision to boycott this 
November’s parliamentary elections. 

“[Nobody] can talk about a split (in 
die IAF), there are simply different 
points of view, which are also very 
well-respected” stressed Adnan 
Majaii. president of the 1 20-member 
Shura Council, the higher decision- 
making body of the front. 

Confirming that IAF Secretary 
General Ishaq Farhan, financial 
affairs secretary Ahmad Tanash. sec- 
retary' Mohammed Awaideh. 
spokesperson Hamzeh Mansour. and 
Lower House Deputy Bassam 
Emousb had submitted their resigna- 
tions, Mr. Majaii stressed that “many 
efforts are being exerted to convince 
them to rescind their decision.” 

“They (the resignees.) have con- 
tributed to the foundation and the 
development of the party” he said, 
emphasising that the five leaders' 
resignations apply to their member- 
ship in the 17-member Executive 
Council, and “not to their member- 
ship in the party, nor in the Shura 
Council." 

Maintaining that “they (Dr. Farhan 
and his resigning colleagues) are 
very reasonable and keen on the 
party's unity,” Mr. Majaii strongly 
denied speculation that they will run 
in the election campaign as indepen- 
dents. 

IAF Executive Council member 


and Senator Abdul Latif Arabivat 
stated "[the IAF] is a democratic 
organisation, and, as such, it is nor- 
mal that there are different points of 
view and that some leaders complain 
about some decisions.” 

“The decision to [boycott] was 
taken in a very democratic manner, 
and, as leaders of a democratic 
movement, they (the resignees) will 
follow the majority’s decision and 
not run independently.” Dr. Arabivat 
asserted. 

Dr. Farhan and his colleagues’ res- 
ignations were publicised on Thurs- 
day, at which time it was also 
announced that the Shura Council 
had resolved to boycott the elections 
by an overwhelming majority of 80 
to 1 6 votes. 

But according to an Islamist 
source, the five actually handed in 
their resignations earlier — after an 
Executive Council meeting last Sat- 
urday. when it became apparent that 
the option to boycott the elections 
would have been endorsed by a large 
majority vote. 

“Dr. Farhan and the others handed 
in their resignations after last week's 
Executive Council meeting,” 
Ibrahim Gharaibeh. editor-in-chief 
of the Islamist Al Ummah magazine, 
told the Jordan Times. 

“They asked Mr. Majaii to include 
their resignations in the agenda of 
Thursday's Shura Council meeting, 
but he refused, as the (Shura Coun- 
cil) meeting was an extraordinary 
one. convened solely to discuss elec- 
toral participation.'' Mr. Gharaibeh 
affirmed. 

Mr. Majaii confirmed that, in his 
capacity as Shura Council president, 
he received the resignation letters “a 
couple of days” prior to Thursday's 
Shura Council meeting. 

“The resignations have not yet 
been accepted, neither has there been 
a chance to discuss them,” Mr. 
Majaii pointed out, declining to 
specify any date which may have 
been set to deal with the issue. 

According to the IAF statute, the 


body in charge of accepting or 
rejecting Executive Council member 
resignations is the Shura Council, 
and experts say ih3i the deliberation 
should be taken during a regular ses- 
sion. 

The IAF statute stipulates that the 
Shura Council be convened in an 
extraordinary session by an Execu- 
tive Committee decision or by 
request of at least one-third of its 
members. 

According to Mr. Gharaibeh. the 
Shura Council, which convenes in a 
regular session twice a year, should 
hold its next regular session in 
December, when the two-year man- 
date of the executive committee will 
expire and internal elections are to 
be held for a new leadership. 

It is also worth noting thaL accord- 
ing to party regulations. Dr. Farhan. 
having served as secretary general 
for four years, will not be eligible for 
a third term in office. 

Commenting on speculations that 
the resigning leaders might form a 
new party and participate in elec- 
tions. Mr. Gharaibeh ruled out such 
possibility emphasising Dr. Farhan 's 
and his colleagues' loyalty and com- 
mitment to the unity of the Islamic 
movement. 

Even given the weak possibility 
that the persons resigning might ven- 
ture to establish a second Islamic 
party. Mr. Gharaibeh said, “this 
would be a party of leaders, but not a 
party of the people.” 

On different occasions the 
resignees objected in the past few 
weeks to the earlier decision to boy- 
cott taken this month by the Muslim 
Brotherhood, under which umbrella, 
the IAF was established. 

Mr. Mansour criticised the boycott 
as “[contrary to] the development of 
democracy,” while Dr. Emoush 
objected to the justifications present- 
ed by the Brotherhood as illogical 
and inadequate. 


Five university students shot by lone assailant 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Five University of Jordan students were 
injured Saturday morning after having been shot by a 21- 
year old student near the Faculty of Economics and 
Commence, witnesses and official sources said. 

University of Jordan officials said that police are 
searching for the alleged assailant who apparently 
opened fire on a group of students on campus at approx- 
imately 11:30 a. m. 

“I was standing inside the Humanities Building when 
I saw a student tearing off his shirt and withdrawing a 
gun.” a 19-year-old art major told the Jordan Times. ‘He 
fired several bullets in the building, exited and then shot 
randomly at students near the Faculty of Commerce and 
Economics.” 

“All the students fled screaming and crying in panic ,** 
she added. 

The motives behind the shooting incident were unclear, 
according to University of Jordan officials, but some uni- 
versity students blamed “old feuds between the alleged 
gunman and some of the injured students.” 

Other students maintained that the shooting incident 
occurred after the alleged assailant argued with another 
student over matters pertaining to registration. 

A University of Jordan official Saturday told the Jordan 
Times that the motive behind the shooting is still 


unknown, and that the student who reportedly committed 
the shooting is still at large. 

“An investigation committee has been formed by the 
authorities and the university to investigate the shooting 
incident,” he said. 

Officials identified the injured as: Ma'en Abdullah 
Arabiyat. Nayef Khalil Fadel, and Susan Ahmad Nour, 
all 20, Usama Khreisat, 27. and Mohammad Suttary, 21. 

“All five students were admitted to the University of 
Jordan Hospital where they were treated and discharged 
the same day” a University of Jordan official said. 

Meanwhile, two people including a six-year old child 
were killed and 13 others were injured in 13 accidental 
shooting incidents over the weekend, according to police 
reports. 

In the Bayader area, six-year old Amal A. was mortal- 
ly wounded with a bullet to her head fired by her 18-year 
old brother who was apparently firing the gun to cele- 
brate his tawjihi exam results. 

In Irbid, a woman, identified in police reports as Z. A., 
was killed after she was reportedly struck in the chest by 
a stray bullet while sitting in the backyard of her house. 

The remaining shooting incidents occurred as a result 
of tawjihi students celebrating exam results, festive 
shootings and stray bullets. 


Tri-lingual bi-monthly newspaper looks for 
solid launching ground in Kingdom 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Founders of a new tri-lingual, bi-monthly 
paper are looking for “solid territory” on which to 
license their publication and issue its first edition. 

The paper, slated to be named, simply. “The Peace'* — 
to be published in Arabic. English and Hebrew — was an 
initiative started one year ago by two Jordanians and one 
Israeli, who endeavoured to publish a small-scale tabloid 
targeting youth and introducing them to the “peace dia- 
logue.” 

However, amendments to the Press and Publications 
Law, introduced in May, have all but promised to close 
the doors of most smaller weekly and monthly publica- 
tions, many of which were critical of the government's 
peace policy. 

Ironically, it seems that some of the law’s new provi- 
sions may also exclude even those publications endeav- 
ouring to bolster Jordan's shaky relations with neigh- 
bouring Israel and restore public confidence in the peace 
process. 

“We would like this paper to be established and pub- 
lished in Jordan,” says Mahmoud Khalili, who will edit 
the English section. ‘"But the new Press and Publications 
Law has made it difficult. The capital is very high and 
therefore, we are thinking of licensing and publishing it 
outside of Jordan ” 

An amendment to the 1993 Press and Publications Law 
required that daily and weekly newspapers raise their 
capital to JD 600,000 and JD 300,000 respectively, and 
that all new papers meet this requirement prior to receiv- 
ing a licence. 

“Our immediate goal is to be a non-profit paper, dis- 
tributed free of charge, at first on a small scale,” Mr. 
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Khalili stated, “and although we will receive financing 
from companies outside Jordan, we were thinking of 
starting small and, hopefully, growing.” 

According to Mr. Khalili. the locations which have 
been considered for the paper’s publication are Cyprus 
and the United States, while the three hope to establish a 
regional office in Jordan. 

Mr. Khalili. in partnership with Jordanian writer Tay- 
seer Fares (who will edit the Arabic section and who also 
writes for the local Arabic weekly Al Nahda) and retired 
Israeli businessman Sam Silver, would not disclose how 
much, or how tittle, the paper's capital will be, and 
would only say that the three expect to receive funding 
from unnamed “major companies outside Jordan" and 
“local organisations." 

The paper will target youth, and contributions to the 
paper will be from “the up and coining generation for 
whom our leaders made peace,” says Mr. Khalili, who 
was generally reluctant to disclose information regarding 
the publication. 

He did, however, refute arguments, from a source 
familiar with the project, that the paper "was not a seri- 
ous one. with relatively inexperienced founders.” 

"We are in contact with several schools, organisations, 
etc., in Jordan, Israel, the United States and Germany, 
and we are talking about involving Arabs outside the 
Middle East, too,” he said. “We have begun legal 
arrangements to publish the paper, and we are serious 
about our work.” 

Mr. Khalili said he expects to publish the first issue in 
three months time. 
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Khmer Rouge condemns 
and sentences Pol Pot 


PHNOM PENH <R) — 
Cambodia’s Khmer Rouge 
guerrilla group said in a 
radio broadcast Saturday 
that former leader Pol Pot 
had been condemned and 
sentenced for unspecified 
crimes. 

The radio, monitored in 
Phnom Penh, said Mr. Pol 
Pot had been condemned 
for serious deeds against the 
people and the nation, but 
did not say what his sen- 
tence was. 

“Thousands of people 
held a meeting to condemn 
and sentence Pol Pot... (.for 
his) serious and rebellious 
deeds against the people 
and the nation,” the radio 
said. 

The radio did not say if 
Mr. Pol Pot was present at 
the meeting, but broadcast 
sounds of the crowd de- 
nouncing him. 

Mr. Pol Pot was the mas- 
termind of the 1975-79 “kil- 
ling fields" reign of terror 
during which more than a 
million Cambodians were 
executed or died of starva- 
tion, disease, or hard labour. 

The Khmer Rouge under- 
went a violent split in June 
and days later Mr. Pol Pot 
was denounced over Khmer 
Rouge radio and later hunt- 
ed down and captured by 
his former comrades. 

Khmer Rouge political 
leader Khieu Samphan an- 
nounced over the radio on 
July 5 that Mr. Pol Pot was 
politically finished and that 
the guerrillas recognised the 


Cambodian constitution. 

A commander at the 
rebels’ Anlong Veng base in 
northern Cambodia said in 
the Saturday broadcast that 
the Khmer Rouge could no 
longer be called the “Pol 
Pot regime." 

“Now our movement is no 
longer the so-called Pol Pot 
regime," the commander, 
identified as Kbam Ngoo, 
said in the broadcast. 

“We will not follow this 
regime any more and we 
have to destroy this regime 
in order to liberate our peo- 
ple," the commander said. 

First Prime Minister Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh was 
negotiating with the Khmer 
Rouge faction that broke 
with Mr. Pol Potto secure the 
guerrilla leader’s handover. 

But the bloody takeover 
and ouster of Prince Rana- 
riddh on July 6 by Second 
Prime Minister Hun Sen 
brought those talks to an 
abrupt end. 

Prince Ranariddh said ear- 
lier he was willing to form 
an alliance with Mr. Khieu 
Samphan, infuriating Mr. 
Hun Sen, who analysts said 
wanted to prevent any deal 
that would bolster his rival’s 
position. 

Mr. Hun Sen declared the 
prince's negotiations with 
the Khmer Rouge illegal 
and justified his move 
against Prince Ranariddh’s 
forces on July 5 by saying 
Prince Ranariddh’s military 
commanders were bringing 
defectors from the guerrilla 


group into the capital. 

Mr. Hun Sen and Prince 
Ranariddh agreed in late 
June that if Mr. Pol Pot was 
ever handed over to the 
government be should be 
brought before an interna- 
tional court. 

The new Cambodian gov- 
ernment still wants to try to 
bring Mr. Pol Pot to justice 
before an international court, 
a senior government official 
said Wednesday. 

The guerrillas’ clandestine 
radio, its main propaganda 
mouthpiece, has broadcast 
attacks on Mr. Hun Sen 
since his ouster of Prince 
Ranariddh, condemning 
bim as a puppet of Vietnam. 

The Khmer Rouge boy- 
cotted a 1993 election be- 
cause they said the former 
Hanoi-backed government, 
led by Mr. Hun Sen, was not 
dismantled as stipulated in a 
Paris peace agreement 

In recent years, many 
rebels defected to the gov- 
ernment. 

Meanwhile, at a joint 
news conference with U.S. 
Secretary of State Made- 
leine Albright in Knala 
Lumpur Saturday, Chinese 
Foreign Minister Qian Qi- 
chen said that China was 
“deeply concerned about 
what recently took place in 
Cambodia." 

“Cambodia already achie- 
ved national reconciliation 
and had established a coali- 
tion government, so we do 
not wish to see the eruption 
of armed conflict and 


bloodshed after all that." 

“Although between the 
different parties and bet- 
ween different leaders they 
might have contradictions 
and disagreements, we hope 
they can resolve their dis- 
agreements through peace- 
ful means,” Mr. Qian said. 

Ms. Albright said Cambo- 
dia was one of the topics she 
would discuss with Mr. 
Qian during a meeting 
which followed the 30- 
minute news conference. 

They are in Kuala Lumpur 
to attend the annual ASEAN 
Regional Foram (ARF) se- 
curity conference Sunday 
and hold meetings with the 
various ASEAN members 
and other major Asian and 
Western states. 

ASEAN, the Association 
of South East Asian Nations, 
comprises Malaysia, Singa- 
pore. Thailand, Indonesia, 
Brunei, Vietnam, the Philip- 
pines and newly-joined Bur- 
ma and Laos. 

The Chinese foreign min- 
ister did not directly answer 
a question as to whether 
Beijing could work with Mr. 
Hun Sen, a former Vietna- 
mese protege. 

“Our consistent position is 
not to interfere in other 
countries' internal affairs, 
but we wish to see that they 
(the Cambodians) will be 
able to work out their prob- 
lem through peaceful 
means," he said. 


Stampede in Kashmir injures 60 worshippers 


SRINAGAR (Agencies) — 
At least 60 Muslim wor- 
shippers were injured Fri- 
day in a stampede in Kash- 
mir’s holiest shrine when 
police used batons to dis- 
perse a group trying to dis- 
rupt prayers, police and wit- 
nesses saht 

Witnesses said shoes and 
stones were thrown at the 
chief minister of Jammu 
and Kashmir state, Farooq 
Abdullah, when he arrived 
to take part in a gathering of 
250,000 Kashmiris at the 
Hazralbal Shrine on the 
occasion of Idd-Milad-U- 
Nabi (Prophet's Birthday). 

“More than 60 people 
were injured in a stampede 
when police used batons 
against people who tried to 
disrupt the prayers.” a po- 
lice official told Reuters. 

AUaf Ahmad, an eyewit- 
ness. told Reuters that peo- 
ple shouted pro-freedom 
and anti-Farooq Abdullah 
slogans. 

More than a dozen mili- 
tant groups are fighting 
New Delhi's rule in Jammu 
and Kashmir, India's only 
Muslim-majority state. 


Police and hospitals say 
over 20,000 people have 
been killed in the Himala- 
yan region since the rebel- 
lion broke out in 1990. 
Separatists and Mr. Abdul- 
lah put the toll near 50,000. 

“About 40 persons at- 
tempted to disturb the 
peaceful congregation as 
soon as the Friday prayers 
were about to commence,” 
an official statement said. 

Security was beefed up 
following reports that lead- 
ers of the all parties Hur- 
riyat (Freedom) Confe- 
rence, Kashmir’s leading 
separatist alliance, would 
address the congregation, 
police said. 

The Hazralbal on the banks 
of the green waters of Dal 
Lake is the repository of what 
Kashmir Muslims believe is 
a hair from the beard of 
Prophet Mohammad. 

Three Hurriyat leaders 
were detained by the police 
outside the shrine before 
Friday prayers, police said. 

“Mohammad Yasin Malik, 
Professor Abdul Gani Lone 
and Javed Ahmad Mir were 
detained for precautionary 


measures," a police official 
said. 

“Three other senior Hur- 
riyat leaders, Syed Ali Shah 
Geelani, Abdula Gani Lone 
and Moulvi Abbass Ansari, 
were placed under house 
arrest Thursday evening,” a 
Huniyat statement said. 

Meanwhile. Indian Prime 
Minister Inder Kumar Guj- 
rai visited Kashmir Satur- 
day as a strike called by 
Muslim separatists crippled 
life in die Himalayan re- 
gion, witnesses said. 

The prime minister after 
arriving here left amid 
heavy security for the re- 
gion of Qazigund to flag off 
the laying of rail lines 
which will link Kashmir 
with rest of India, officials 
said. 

He was accompanied by 
Kashmir Chief Minister 
Farooq Abdullah and other 
officials, they added. 

Shops, businesses and 
offices, meanwhile, re- 
mained closed in Srinagar 
following the general strike 
enforced by the all party 
Freedom Conference, an 
umbrella forum of Kashmiri 


guerrilla and political orga- 
nisations. 

The conference has urged 
residents to boycott Mr. 
Gujrg&X maiden two-day 
visit to the troubled state be- 
cause of atrocities commit- 
ted by Indian soldiers in 
Kashmir. 

Roads remained deserted 
but hundreds of soldiers and 
police lined the streets to 
prevent protests and vio- 
lence during Mr Gujral's 
visit, the witnesses said. 

A similar shutdown was 
also ordered by the militants 
elsewhere in Kashmir. 

The conferece has said 
Mr Gujral’s visit was like 
“sprinkling salt on the 
wounds" of Kashmiri s. 

“The government led by 
Gujral bas. through its secu- 
rity forces, let loose a reign 
of terror in Kashmir. In- 
nocent people are being 
killed and arrested every- 
day,” it said. 

Mr. Gujral will hold talks 
with Mr. Abdullah and other 
government leaders in Kash- 
mir. where the conflict has 
killed more than 20.000 peo- 
ple since 1989. 


Sri Lankan forces kill 33 Tamil Tigers 


COLOMBO (AFP) — The 
Sri Lankan navy killed at 
least 30 Tamil Tiger rebels 
in a fierce sea battle off the 
island's north coast as three 
more rebels died in a major 
ground offensive, the De- 
fence Ministry said Satur- 
day. 

Navy gun boats swung 
into action off the north- 
eastern district of Trincoma- 
lee Friday, heavily damag- 
ing at least six boats of the 
Liberatio n Tig ers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE), the ministry 
said. 

“During the confrontation, 
naval troops confirm at least 
30 terrorists were killed and 
30 wounded," the ministry 
said in a statement It did 
not give any naval casual- 
ties. 

However, defence sources 
said at least two sailors 
were injured in the intense 
battle and a navy gunboat 


was damaged during a rebel 
counter-attack. 

Two boats with (LTTE) 
suicide cadres escaped na- 
val gun fire and fled to safe- 
ty," the ministry said adding 
that another seven Tiger 
boats managed to escape die 
navy assault. 

The latest navy action 
came as thousands of army 
troops kept up a major 
offensive against the LTTE 
in the north of die country. 

Helicopter gun ships were 
called i n Fri day to neu- 
tralise LTTE mortar bomb 
positions near the town of 
Nedunkerni, the ministry 
said. 

It said three rebels were 
shot dead by ground troops 
in the same region Friday, 
raising the military estimate 
for Tiger losses in a 24 hour 
period to 33. 

There was no im medi ate 
reaction from the LTTE to 


the latest fighting in the 
north. 

Security across the coun- 
try has been stepped up this 
month amid fears of Tiger 
bomb attacks to mark a se- 
ries of anniversaries in the 
country’s drawn out Tamil 
separatist war which has 
claimed over 50,000 lives 
since 1972. 

The navy has stepped op 
patrols in Sri Lanka’s north- 
ern and eastern coastal areas 
after rebels hijacked a North 
Korean cargo vessel in the 
north this month. 

The rebels also threatened 
to attack merchant vessels 
taking supplies to the north- 
ern Jaffna Peninsula, the 
former Tigers stronghold 
captured by security forces 
in December 1995. 

The Tigers say the trans- 
port of food and other com- 
modities to the region was 
in fact supplying the mili- 


tary campaign agains t them 

The Colombo government 
bas asked the International 
Red Cross to protect ships 
taking supplies to civilians 
but officials said they were 
still awaiting a response. 

The navy, in the mean- 
time. is providing tighter 
security to merchant ships 
and was on alert for rebel 
arms shipments, a Defence 
Ministry spokesman here 
said. 

Tiger guemllas are known 
to own and operate several 
cargo ships of their own but 
one of their vessels was in- 
tercepted and sunk by the 
Indian navy in January 1993 
together with nine top Tiger 
cadres. 

Hie Tigers are leading a 
guerrilla campaign to estab- 
lish an independent home- 
land in Sri Lanka's northeast 
where the two mini on Tamil 
minority is concentrated. 


U.K. reviews array ban on frontline role for women 


LONDON (R) — Britain might end a ban on women serving 
in front-line combat roles to help overcome a recruitment cri- 
sis in its armed forces. Defence Minister George Robertson 
said Saturday. 

Mr. Robertson said his ministry was examining whether the 
traditional reasons for barring women from front-line duty — 
including fitness and combat cohesiveness — still made sense. 

“If a woman wants to do it and is fit enough and it does not 
compromise combat effectiveness, then perhaps we should 
look again at modem attitudes to these things,” he told BBC 
Radio. 

The policy that women do not serve in the front line of 
armoured and infantry regiments means that 47 per cent of 


posts in Britain's army are closed to women. 

In tire air force and navy, by contrast, 96 per cent and 74 per 
cent of posts respectively are open to women. 

Mr. Robertson, who was impressed on a recent visit to 
Bosnia by the number of women serving in the British peace- 
keeping forces there, said he had no objection in principle to 
extending their role. 

“We've got to make sure that the armed forces of this coun- 
try are seen to be up to dale, to be modem, enlightened and 
fair.- and that's w hy the role of women is so important. 

“I think that as many positions should be open to as many 
people as possible. What we’re obliged to look at is foe prac- 
tical impact of our policies." he said. 



Hundreds of Burmese Rohingya refugees squat and tie on a street outside theircamp 
at Kutupakrag in Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazar district Friday protesting against “forced 
repatriation" by Bangladesh authorities to their homes in west Burma’s Arakan 
province. The UN. relief agency UNHCR has also lodged a complaint with the 
Bangladeshi government against forcible return on the Rohingyas. The repatriation 
has now been postponed indefinitely (Reuter photo) 


Albright sees uphill battle on Cambodia 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
U.S. envoy Stephen Solarz 
found some flexibility 
among key players in the 
Cambodian crisis, including 
strongman Hun Sen, but 
believes that achieving a 
settlement is an uphill bat- 
tle, a U.S. official said Sa- 
turday. 

Mr. Solarz, chosen by 
Secretary of State Made- 
leine Albright to undertake 
a fact-finding mission to 
Asia on the Cambodia cri- 
sis, reported to her Satur- 
day. 

The U.S. goal is to work 
with the Association of 
South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) on its initiative to 
find a political solution in 
Cambodia, where Mr. Hun 
Sen, the country’s second 
prime minister, on July 6 
ousted Prince Norodom Ra- 
nariddh, the first prime min- 
ister. 

Mr. Solarz is “not overly 
optimistic that an agree- 
ment will be achieved,” said 
the U.S. official who 
briefed reporters on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

But he is more encour- 
aged than when he began 
his mission. 

The U.S. side is encour- 
aged that ASEAN has un- 
dertaken a serious initiative 
to try to forge a political set- 
tlement between the rival 
parties in Cambodia, U.S. 
officials said. 

One official called the 
ASEAN initiative the “best 
anti perhaps last chance" for 
peacefully resolving the cri- 
sis* and said the United 
States could not be success- 
ful if it took on such a chal- 
lenge by itself. 

Because of ASEAN’s role 
in the 1991 Paris Accords 
that brought peace to Cam- 
bodia and its growing regio- 


nal importance, the group 
has “presumptive standing” 
on this issue.be said. 

Ms. Albright was to meet 
later with foreign ministers 
from the Philippines, Indo- 
nesia and Thailand who are 
leading ASEAN’s Cambo- 
dia initiative. 

Mr. Solarz’s conversa- 
tions with key Cambodian 
players suggested some fle- 
xibility, the official added. 

For instance. Prince Rana- 
riddh has indicated that he 
would be able to accept a 
replacement as first prime 
minister as long as he 
makes the appointment, not 
Mr. Hus Sen. the official 
said. 

Also, Mr. Hun Sen indi- 
cated he may be willing to 
demobilise local militias 
and support a move to bar 
national military officers 
from holding political party 
positions, he said. 

But implementing these 
changes and undertaking 
still others pose serious obs- 
tacles to any agreement, the 
official said. 

Among those is ensuring 
that Prince Ranariddh and 
other political exiles can re- 
turn to Cambodia in time 
for elections expected in 
May 1998, and neutralising 
a national army controlled 
by Mr. Hun Sen so his polit- 
ical opponents can feel se- 
cure, die official said. 

“The military is the ulti- 
mate guarantor of Hun 
Sen’s ability to remain in 
power. He won’t easily give 
up that tramp card," the 
official said. 

Prince Ranariddh and 
other exiles asked that the 
international community 
guarantee their security 
once bade in Cambodia, blit 
Mr. Solarz was cool to that 
idea, the official said. 


The envoy urged Mr. ~Hun 
Sen-fo give. Prince Ranarid- 
dh amnesty for offences Mr. 
Hun Sen clanW Prince Ra- 
nariddh should stand trial 
foe - - 

Me Solarz found Japan, 
Cambodia’s biggest aief do- 
nor, inclined to continue its 
assistance. Still; he hopes 
Toltyo would work with the 
United States and other 
countries to use aid to en- 
courage Mr. Hun Sen to 
move toward political rec- 
onciliation, the official said. 

Japanese officials have 
said they fear Cambodia 
would collapse and blood- 
shed would be certain if 
their aid ended. Half of 
. Cambodia's budget is fund- 
ed by the international com- 
munity with Japan by for 
the biggest donor. 

“No other country is more 
dependent on aid than 
Cambodia. There is real le- 
verage here" the official 
said. ■ 

The United States sus- 
pended aid to Cambodia for 
a 30-day period that ends in 
the first week in August 
Officials have said they 
would like to continue hu- 
manitarian-aid at the end of 
that period but possibly 
withhold aid to the govem- 
ment 

Mr. Solarz could foresee 
some international presence 
in Cambodia to oversee an 
agreement but foe official 
who briefed' reporte r s said 
he did not expectAmericans 
to be part of that. 

Mr. Solarz and'other U.S. 
officials are concerned a 
failure to put Cambodia 
back on the path, to democ- 
racy ' and' reconciliation' 
would be a serious blow to 
UJN. peacekeeping efforts, 
which suffered setbacks in 
Somalia and Bosnia. 


U.S. scientists produce h uman stem cells 


BALTIMORE (R) — Scientists ai Johns 
Hopkins University have developed the 
first laboratory cultures of human stem cells 
— im specialised cells that can grow to form 
all the different cells and tissues of the 
body. 

The breakthrough may pave the way to-, 
foe eventual laboratory production of 
human tissues, such as heart muscle or 
nerve cells, that have been lost to disease or 
injury, the researchers said in a release 
issued late Friday. 

It could also allow scientists to introduce 
changes into the genetic code that are 
passed from one generation to the next, 
although any such research would be pro- 
hibited at Johns Hopkins. 

Such “germline” mutations have already 
been produced in mice. 


“We will not perform any experiments 
aimed at genetically engineering foe human 
gennfine in my lab or anywhere af Hopkins 
— it is not ethically acceptable,” said 
Doctor John D. Gearhart, a professor of. 
gynecology and obsteffics at Johns Hopkins 
and lead researcher, on the project. 

The developments were first disclosed 
daring a session on foe ethics of cloning 
and stem ceD research at -’a recent iiitenia-- 
tional congress of developmental biology. 

Dr. Gearfsastsaid be fed chbgHLfoe.fcaabi 
so foe process ofestablisfcing ethicri guide- 
lines for tins type of research could tiegm 
immediately. . . - ’ Vi — 

The human seem cefr cultures' werodeyeF*. 
oped from tissues obtained as & result -of • \ 
pregnancy teraunatioiv Johns Hopkins ssad; ' T‘ again. 


Burmese 
refugees 
flood into 
Bangladesh 

RUMALiRCHHARA (R) 
Abdur Rahman and his 
. nine-member family spent 
; several bights in hideouts 
avoiding the attention . of 
: Burmese border guards be- 
fore sneaking into Bangja- 
. desh in search of .a "safe 
haven. 

• Rahman. 60 , is one of 

hW tmrfc of people now liv- 
ing-in Rpmalrrchhara village 
in Bangladesh's Cox’s Bazar 
district, bordering west Bur- 
ma’s Muslim-majority pro- 
vince of Arakan. 

He is one of the “Rohing- 
yas,” the scores of thou- 1 

, ‘ sands of Burmese Muslims 

1 who’ have fled their home- 
land to escape what they 
says is relentless persecu- 
- tion by -Burma’s military 
rulers.. - 

The plight of the Rotring- 
yas is once again drawing 
intern ational attention after 
Bangladesh .was charged 
with forcibly repatriating 
the immigrants. 

“We crossed the Naf 
(border river) in a fishing 
boat two months ago,” said 
Mr. Rahman. 

. TThen we boarded u bos 
to escape the eyes of Bang- 
. ladesbi police, and a local 
guide helped us to Ruma- 
lirchhara,” he told Reuters. 
His ton, Sayedur, pulls a 
: rickshaw in Cox’s Bazar 
town and earns a living for 
Mr. Rahman's family. 

. Police .could not track 
him down. R ohing yas. are 
similar in appearance to 
local residents and speak 
almost foe same language, 
which is a mixture of Ara- 
kam and a local Bengali 
dialect 

“We bad a very torment- 
ed life in Burma. It’s a 
nightmare,” Mr. Rahman 
said. 

“We were forced to wdrk 
-at, labour- camps without 
-pay. Moreover, two-foods 
of whatever crops we had 
grown were taken away by 
the military junta," said Mn 
Rahman’s neighbour. Nazu 
Meah. 

He said he was better off 
in Bangladesh by doing 
casual jobs. “Besides, I no 
longer have'to spend sleep- 
less nights in fear of some- 
one kicking at my doors 
and dragging someone 
from my family .out like 
animals,” Mr. Meah said. 

Mr. Dil Moh ammad ar- 
rived in Bangladesh about 
a week ago with his 10- 
member family, but has yet 
tofiridajob. 

“I am afraid to move 
around because police may 
get hold of. me and force 
me back into B urma. That 
would be bad lock,” he told 
Reuters. 

Police’ Superintendent 
Matiur Rahman in Cox's 
Bazar said Rohmgyas woe 
flooding into Bangladesh, 
and law enforcement agents 
were hunting them down to 
send them baric across the 
Naf. 

He said more than 2,000 
newly , arrived Rohmgyas 
had been pushed back in 
die past few months. Other 
sources said a further 
15,000 or more had found 
foeir way into the country 
safely, escaping police and 
border guards. 

The new influx began as 
poverty-ridden Bangladesh 
was still waiting to repatri- 
ate tome 21,000 Burmese 
refugees, the remnants of 
about 250,000 Rohingyas 
wbo altered the country in 
19921 

Those fleeing Burma 
recently have given the 
.same reasons for leaving, 
but Bangladeshi officials 
insist the Rohingyas are 
mostly ■ economic -refugees 
and must go back. 

The repatriation process 
had often been stopped as 
the (JN. High Commissio- 
ner for Refugees. (UNHCR) 
complained that Bangla- 
desh was using force to send 
the Rohingyas back home. 

The^ alleged forcible de- 
portations last Sunday 
park ed violence in refugee 
camps “and a protest Wed- 
-nesdty fiom d» UNHCR to 
- Bangla desh Foreign Minis- 
ter Abdas Samad Azad. 

This .has /forced Bangla- 
J^at^rities tppostpone 
once- 
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Water of the Oder River bursts through a broken dyke near the German village of Aiirith, Friday. Large areas 
along the swollen Oder had to be evacuated as floods which have already wreaked havoc in neighbouring Poland 
and the Czech Republic poured into Germany (Reuter photo) 

Rainstorms raise fears of new floods on Oder 


HOHENWUTZEN (Rj — 

Thousands of German sol- 
diers laboured imo the early 
hours Saturday to slave off 
one of the worst floods in 
memory as rainstorms 
raised fears the river divid- 
ing Germany and Poland 
would rise higher. 

In a westward bend in the 
Oder River, the village of 
Hohenwutzen looked more 
like a battlefield than an 
agrarian community located 
at the northern end of the 
Oderbmch Plateau, laid dry 
in the 18th century by 
Frederick the Great. 

The plateau was the 
breadbasket of the region 
during Prussian times and 
later in Communist East 
Germany, cut off from the 
West by the cold war divide. 

But now floods that have 
left around 100 people dead 
in past weeks in neighbour- 
ing Poland and the Czech 
Republic were causing the 
oder dykes to cnimble and 
threatened to flood the fer- 
tile plain with unforeseeable 
consequences for the 
region. 

Faded green army tents 
dot the fields and flood- 


lights glare into the night as 
nearly one thousand sol- 
dier*. hundreds of aid work- 
ers and local villagers furi- 
ously stuffed sandbags n> 
plug each new leak as it 
appeared. 

Fewer than 500 residents 
from a population of some 
5.000 in the Oderbmch 
plains remained in their 
homes. The rest were evac- 
uated to neighbouring 
towns lo stay with friends 
and family or find refuge in 
public shelters. 

After wotting throughout 
the day. soldiers had plug- 
ged the most vulnerable 
spots in the dykes. 

Bm then it started raining. 
In the distance lightening 
flashed orange in the sky. 
lighting up ~tree-iops that 
stood submerged in the ri- 
ver. 

Villagers felt betrayed, 
recalling how Communist 
leadership failed to heed 
warnings in the 1980s and 
declined to reinforce the 
Oder dykes. The flood now 
seemed certain to destroy 
what progress had been 
made in the seven years 
since German unity. 


“Now it’s raining again,” 
sighed Torsten Gauen. star- 
ing defeated at the muddy 
river and cradling his six- 
month-old baby. “It can’t 
hold. During the times of 
the (Communist) East Ger- 
many nothing was done. 
There’s no way the dyke 
can stand this pressure for 
so long." 

About 1 .500 German bor- 
der guards helped emer- 
gency operations with 65 
helicopters and 100 boats. A 
further 5,400 soldiers were 
in the region to help out — 
the German army’s largest 
peacetime operation since 
World War U. 

Germany has so far has 
escaped the worst of the 
region's flooding, the most 
serious in centuries. 

Military officials rushed 
about barking orders to sub- 
ordinates as truckload after 
truckload of sand was dri- 
ven up to the critical spot in 
the bend of the Oder that 
officials were uncertain 
would hold overnight. 

Earlier. First Lieutenant 
Joerg Kiefel described how 
the soldiers hoped they 
could hold back the flood. 


the worst in some 50 years, 
by erecting a secondary 
dyke behind the weak 
points in the sagging wall. 

He pointed out over the 
plains that stretch several 
kilometres to the next dyke 
and spread out south anoth- 
er 50 kilometres and said: 
“If we are not able to stop 
the water here then all of 
this area will be flooded.” 

Should the dyke break, 
there would be nothing to 
stop the river from rushing 
into (he plains, overrunning 
farms and villages until, 
some 12 kilometres west- 
ward, the tide reaches the 
outskirts of Bad Freien- 
walde, a city with 16.000 
residents. 

Further south, water sub- 
merged two villages after 
dykes holding back the 
Oder burst in two places. 

As the water rushed into 
Wiesenau, south of Frank- 
fun An Der Oder, only the 
tops of houses were left 
above the waterline and res- 
ident s reluctantly gave in to 
the flood. 

“We are saying farewell to 
our farm, that’s the way it 
is," said local Jorg Bocttke. 


Scuffle at start of opposition rally in Kenya 


MOMBASA (R) — A rally 
by an estimated 5,000 peo- 
ple demanding political 
reforms began in Kenya's 
Indian Ocean tourist centre 
of Mombasa Saturday with 
a scuffle. 

Witnesses said about 20 
youths wielding wooden 
pick-axe handies waded 
into a crowd at the rally site 
in the centre of Mombasa 
but were beaten back by 
other youths throwing 
stones. 

En another incident, Em- 
manuel Maitha, a politician 
with the ruling Kenya 
African National Union 
(KANU) Party, and several 
supporters were manhan- 
dled and ejected from the 
rally site by youths. 

Organisers of the rally 
said over loudspeakers Mr. 
Maitha had a gun but was 
disarmed and the weapon 
would be shown to the 
crowd, which swelled to 
about 5,000 people as the 
meeting started. 

Three detachments of riot 
police patrolled Mombasa. 

Under international pres- 
sure, the government moved 


Friday to head off clashes 
between riot police and 
demonstrators at the Mom- 
basa rally by issuing a per- 
mit for the Saturday meet- 
ing. 

Organisers said they had 
not applied for a licence. 
The rally was called by an 
alliance of opposition- 
backed groups demanding 
constitutional reforms that 
would reduce the power of 
President Daniel Arap Moi, 
73 and in power for 19 
years. 

“Moi must go, Moi must 
go.” opposition supporters 
chanted at the rally in 
Mombasa, which is at the 
heart of Kenya’s tourism 
industry, its main source of 
foreign revenue and its 
leading employer. It is also 
Kenya's main port and sec- 
ond city. 

At least nine people were 
killed on July 7 in Nairobi 
and several other cities and 
towns in battles between 
police and demonstrators in 
Kenya's worst civil unrest 
for seven years. 

A permit for Saturday's 
rally was issued in the name 


of leading dissident Sheikh 
Khalid Balala when he vis- 
ited a local administrator to 
tell him of the meeting and 
ask for security to be pro- 
vided. 

“I am very shocked that a 
licence has been issued in 
my name. 1 did not make an 
application and this licence 
should therefore not be con- 
sidered lawful.” Mr. Balala 
told Reuters. 

Mr. Moi said on July 16 
that permits for rallies 
would automatically be 
granted except in exception- 
al cases. But rally organis- 
ers still had lo apply for the 
licences in advance. 

On Thursday, Mr. Moi 
ordered police not to beat 
up ordinary protesters at ral- 
lies and said “even the 
offending people should not 
be beaten if they break the 
law, they should be arrest- 
ed." 

The United States Friday 
welcomed a government 
plan for talks with the oppo- 
sition and political reforms 
before a general election. It 
said it was essential pre- 
election rallies and other 


events remained peaceful. 
No date has been set for 
polls. 

Diplomats said Friday that 
22 foreign embassies and 
higb commissions in Kenya 
had uiged Mr. Moi in a let- 
ter to pursue dialogue with 
the opposition to avoid 
more political violence. 

Adding to pressure on Mr. 
Moi’s government, the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund 
(IMF) has given it a week to 
demonstrate strong manage- 
ment and make commit- 
ments of accountability or 
lose a large annual loan. 

The IMF gave Kenya a 
three-year loan package 
worth a total of $205 mil- 
lion in April last year, bur 
regular payments were 
made conditional on Kenya 
meeting promises on reform 
issues. 

The independent Daily 
Nation newspaper said Sa- 
turday the IMF was insist- 
ing that everyone involved 
in the multi-million dollar 
Goldenberg financial scan- 
dal should be held account- 
able. 


Key West celebrates the importance of being Ernest 


KEY WEST (R> — Elderly 
men with white beards and 
hefty paunches — like “Pa- 
pa" Hemingway — amble 
down Duval Street or 
quench their thirst in Sloppy 
Joe’s Bar with beer that is as 
cold as the mountain 
streams. 

This weekend they have 
descended on Key West to 
honour Ernest Hemingway, 
its legendary former resi- 
dent, in the streets and bars 
where the writer caroused in 
the 1930s. 

A look-alike contest is 
again the highlight of the 
annual fiesta. But this year 
there is a combative air that 
Hemingway would proba- 
bly have savoured. 

Organisers earlier this 
year fought a bruising battle 
with Hemingway’s sods, 
who said the boozy Key 
West event dishonoured the 
late Nobel laureate’s legacy 


by portraying him as a slob 
and a bum. 

They demanded a share of 
the profits in return for their 
blessing. Organisers cancel- 
led the festival, held since 
1981. 

But after the Hemingway 
family announced an alter- 
native celebration in Sani- 
bel. an upscale resort on 
Florida’s west coast. Key 
West decided it was better 
to have than have not and 
said the festival would go 
ahead after all. 

"We’re delighted to hon- 
our Hemingway again and 
we don’t intend to have any 
less fun this year,” festival 
director Carol Shaunghnes- 
sy told Reuters. “We’ve al- 
ways presented a blend cel- 
ebrating him as a literary 
icon as well as his lifestyle.” 

“Hemingway wrote very 
serious things but he always 
had a good time here. He is 


indelibly lied to Key West 
His legacy is what began 
Key West's literary renais- 
sance and (he people and 
the lifestyle contributed to 
his writing,” she said. 

The festival also features 
an arm-wrestling competi- 
tion, literary events and a 
mock running of the bulls 
after the San Fenmin Festi- 
val in Pamplona. Spain, 
which Hemingway wrote 
about in The Sun Also 
Rises. 

"He was one of America's 
greatest writers,” said John 
Peterson, a former winner 
of the look-alike contest and 
now one of its judges. “He 
is one of America's greatest 
writers but people who 
knew him in Key West have 
testified to his lifestyle." 

Mr. Peterson spoke as he 
helped a squad of Heming- 
ways, ail resembling the 
writer in his later yeajx and 


mostly dressed in khaki 
shorts and baseball caps, 
guide tourists round his Key 
West haunts. 

■ Asked about the desire to 
look like Hemingway, Mr. 
Peterson, a 58-year-old bar 
manager from lslaraadora in 
the Florida Keys, said: “It's 
a fun thing. I'm kind of hon- 
oured I look like him. I 
grew a beard and thought 
‘bey.’ I got older and greyer 
and then it hit. I take advan- 
tage of it Why not?” 

At Sloppy Joe’s on Duval 
Street, look-alike Jim Mc- 
Gill from Hollywood, Flori- 
da, nursed a morning beer at 
the bar. 

“Hemingway should be in 
the public domain,” he said 
of the dispute. 

Mr. McGill, a retired jour- 
nalist, said be had been tak- 
ing pan in Hemingway 
look-alike contests since 
1992. 


Anti-Taleban forces launch jet, 
artillery strikes on Kabul 


KABUL (AFP) — Opposi- 
tion forces maintained mili- 
tary pressure on Kabul with 
jet and artillery bombard- 
ments Saturday, while call- 
ing for a Taleban militia 
pullout from the capital, 
witnesses reported. 

In a statement the United 
Islamic Front for the Salva- 
tion of Afghanistan 
(UIFSA) called on the Tale- 
ban Islamic militia "to de- 
militarise Kabul” so that is- 
sues like a ceasefire and 
exchange of prisoners could 
be negotiated. 

UIFSA, whose troops 
have advanced to within 
rocket range of Kabul, have 
also kept up jet attacks 
against the Muslim mili- 
tants who have occupied the 
Afghan capital for exactly 
10 months. 

"Just minutes after a jet 
raid this morning, rockets 
landed in Qaiai Moosa and 
south of Khair Khana Pass,” 
witnesses told AFP. 

At 7:45 a.m. (0315 GMT) 
anti-aircraft fire signalled 
the presence of an ami- 
Taleban jet but the front- 
lines 25 kilometres distant, 
and not the city itself, 
appeared to be the target. 

The early incoming rock- 
ets reportedly exploded in 
Qaiai Moosa. south of the 
airport, and near the foot of 
the northwestern Khair 
Khan Pass where the so- 
called old road exits Kabul 
to the frontlines. 

More rockets thundered 
into Kabul just before 10:30 

Brazilian 
left takes 
over streets 
in protest 

SAO PAULO (R) The 
homeless, landless afid job- 
less took to the streets 
across Brazil Friday to pro- 
test at the government and 
its reformist, free-market 
policies, officials said. 

A spokeswoman for the 
Public Security Office in 
the bustling metropolis of 
Sao Paulo said 2.000 leftist 
demonstrators had taken 
over one of the city’s main 
thoroughfares, the Avenida 
Pauli sta. 

At the city’s Roads De- 
partment, an official said 
several thousand more pro- 
testers. marching slowly 
towards the venue of the 
main rally, had caused 30- 
kilometre-Iong traffic jams. 

“So far it’s been super 
calm. We’ve not had a sin- 
gle incident of trouble.” the 
Public Security Office 
spokeswoman said. 

In other cities across Bra- 
zil. left-wing parties joined 
forces with Latin Ameri- 
ca’s largest trade union 
confederation, CUT, and 
groups representing the 
homeless, landless and des- 
titute to protest at the lais- 
sez-faire economic policies 
of President Fernando Hen- 
rique Cardoso and his gov- 
ernment in a demonstration 
called “Open Your Eyes 
Brazil.” 

Six thousand police offi- 
cers were on duty in Sao 
Paulo alone to ensure or- 
der, with up to 1 5.000 pro- 
testers expected on the 
Avenida Paulista. 

In the capital Brasilia, 
unionists had hoped to 
draw the support of the mi- 
litary, reported to be grum- 
bling about its poor sala- 
ries. But eye witnesses said 
only a handful of union 
hardliners showed up. 

In Rio De Janeiro, local 
news agencies reported that 
members of the militant 
landless movement, which 
claims to represent nearly 
four million homeless fam- 
ilies. took to the streets 
waving the movement's red 
flag and demanding speed- 
ier agrarian reform. 

Mr. Cardoso, whose gov- 
ernment has presided over 
a three-year-old economic 
stabilisation plan that has 
brought chronic hyperinfla- 
tion under control, trav- 
elled Friday to the southern 
stale of Mato Grosso Do 
Sul where officials tight- 
ened security amid trade 
union threats to greet him 
with violent protests. 


a.m. (0500 GMT) and a 
salvo of at least eight ex- 
ploded in the vicinity of the 
airport sending huge 
plumes of dust and debris 
skywards. 

Taleban guards reported 
no casualties and the airport 
was still functional for air 
force flights. Neither the 
United Nations nor the In- 
ternational Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) still 
fly io Kabul. 

For the past two days 
there has been no signifi- 
cant change in these front- 
lines which were reported 
to be still around Hossein 
Kot village. 

Journalists are prevented 
by Taleban guards at the 
Khair Khana checkpost 
from visiting the frontline 
fighting, which makes inde- 
pendent verification of 
often conflicting claims 
very difficult. 

The bulk of the expatriate 
humanitarian aid communi- 
ty' has evacuated Kabul by 
road for the Pakistani bor- 
der. as opposition forces 
were poised to close in on 
the capital. 

The United Nations, 
ICRC and foreign humani- 
tarian aid workers in the 
health and medical sectors 
have stayed in Kabul, where 
Pakistan still maintains the 
only functioning diplomatic 
mission. 

There was no dear indica- 
tion Saturday that UIFSA 
forces, under Commander 
Ahmad Shah MasoodL 


would attempt to storm the 
capital. Western analysts 
said. 

The anli-Taleban coali- 
tion’s foreign minister, Mr. 
Abdulrahim Ghafouizchi. 
confirmed Friday that Mr. 
Masood was commanding 
opposition forces north of 
Kabul in an interview with a 
Swiss newspaper published 
Friday. 

Mr. Ghafourzehi suggest- 
ed in the Tribune de Geneve 
that immediate peace talks 
were possible if the funda- 
mentalist Muslim militia 
clears out of Kabul. 

“If they evacuate the city, 
we are ready to immediate- 
ly begin peace talks.” he 
said, adding that the Talc- 
ban have rejected such a 
proposal. 

But analysts said it was 
more likely that Mr. 
Masood would try' to build a 
strong defensive ring 
around the capital and put 
increasing military pressure 
on the Taleban to leave. The 
anti-Taleban opposition has 
given no deadline for its 
Kabul demilitarisation de- 
mand. 

The Taleban meantime 
can be expected to mount a 
counter-offensive to drive 
Mr. Masood *s troops back 
to their native buses at the 
mouth of the Salang and 
Panjsher valleys to the 
north of Kabul, analysts 
said. 

One of the main problems 
facing Mr. Masood is a lack 
of coordination between 


him and his opposition al- 
lies, the ethnic Uzbeks 
under General Abdul Malik 
and the Shiite religious fac- 
tion of Karim Khalili. ana- 
lysts said. 

In a separate develop- 
ment. Amnesty Internatio- 
nal demanded Friday that 
Afghanistan’s Taleban gov- 
ernment release up to 2.000 
men whom they claim were 
taken from their homes and 
are being held in prison. 

The international human 
rights group said it had 
received information that 
the fundamentalist Islamic 
government had arrested 
the men from the Tajik and 
Hazara minorities over the 
past few days. 

’There have been no 
reports that these men were 
involved in fighting. Infor- 
mation received indicates 
that these men have been 
detained solely because of 
their identity as minority 
Tajik and Hazaras” the 
group said in a statement 

"We would therefore con- 
sider them prisoners of con- 
science and demand (heir 
immediate and uncondition- 
al release." 

.Amnesty said the men 
were being held is .appal- 
ling conditions, had limited 
access to food and were re- 
portedly being beaten and 
ill-treated. 

i It also believed that they 
were detained to deter their 
family members from join- 
ing opposition forces. 


U.S. Senate puts condition 
on global warming pact 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. Senate unanimously 
warned the Clinton admin- 
istration Friday to reject a 
global wanning treaty un- 
less it forces developing 
countries to join industri- 
alised ones in fighting heat- 
trapping pollution. 

The resolution, which 
also said the United States 
should reject a treaty that 
harms its economy, passed 
95-0. 

The White House will 
need Senate confirmation of 
the treaty it is negotiating 
with other countries to cut 
pollution from the burning 
of fossil fuels, which is 
blamed for warming the 
atmosphere. 

“The Byrd-Hagel Resolu- 
tion is a complete rejection 
of the Berlin Mandate nego- 
tiated by the Clinton admin- 
istration in 1995 that 
exempts more than 130 de- 
veloping nations, including 
China, Mexico, South Ko- 
rea; India and Singapore," 
Nebraska Republican 
Chuck Hagel. a co-sponsor 
of the measure, said. 

The Berlin Mandate, 
agreed to by the United 
States and other industri- 


alised countries, calls on 
them to make a commit- 
ment to meet targets to re- 
duce pollution on the 
grounds that they are res- 
ponsible for almost all the 
existing buildup of carbon 
gases. Developing countries 
would not face binding lim- 
its. 

“Unfortunately, a funda- 
mental error — I would use 
the word ‘blunder’ — was 
made in Berlin in that only 
the so-called developed na- 
tions ... were to impose a le- 
gally binding regime on 
themselves. Developing na- 
tions got a free pass," West 
Virginia Democrat Robert 
Byrd, the measure's other 
main sponsor, said. 

“I do not think the Senate 
should support a treaty that 
requires only half the 
world, i.e. the developed 
countries, to endure the 
economic costs of reducing 
emissions while developing 
countries are free to pollute 
the atmosphere and in so 
doing siphon off American 
industries,” Senator Byrd 
added. His coal-producing 
state would be affected by 
pollution controls. 

Under- Secretary of State 


Tim Wirth said he did not 
see the resolution as a repu- 
diation of the administra- 
tion’s stance in the climate 
change talks. Instead, he 
said, it should bolster the 
United States as it tries to 
push European nations and 
others to include develop- 
ing countries in the treaty. 

“The developed countries 
are going to have specific 
commitments, and we think 
the developing countries 
should have them as well, 
and this strengthens our 
hand,” Mr. Wirth (old Reu- 
ters. 

A number of other coun- 
tries have said including 
developing countries in the 
treaty would only ensure its 
failure and would be unfair, 
as they have not caused toe 
problem or benefited yet 
from industhalisaion. 

The U.S. position is to 
call on developing countries 
that have rapidly growing 
emissions to agree to nego- 
tiate binding limits that they 
would adopt by 2005. In the 
meantime, it calls on them 
to use measures such as bet- 
ter energy efficiency and 
conservation, which should 
benefit their economies. 


U.S. officials uncover new deaf- 
mute immigrant exploitation ring 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
U.S. authorities raided two 
homes in North Carolina 
Friday and found a second 
group of deaf-mute Mexi- 
can immigrants forced to 
sell trinkets as virtual 
slaves, toe Justice Depart- 
ment said. 

Hie discovery came after 
police in New York last 
week discovered 55 deaf- 
mute illegal Mexican immi- 
grants who had been forced 
to sell cheap key chains on 
the subway. 

Authorities also said they 
were questioning 11 deaf 
Mexican nationals in Chica- 
go but that they had not yet 
determined whether they 
were linked to toe scandal. 

Police and immigration 
officials in Sanford. North 
Carolina raided two homes 
where they found nine men, 
five women and three mi- 
nors. All of toe adults were 
deaf-mute, toe department 
said in a statement 

“We don’t know if there is 
any connection between toe 
two cases,” said U.S. Prose- 
cutor Walter Holton. 

The immigrants will re- 
main in toe Charlotte Hotel 
during the investigation, 
said Chris Sale, a deputy 


commissioner for the Immi- 
gration and Naturalisation 
Service (INS). 

“Our top priority is to 
ensure they receive proper 
care," he said. “None will 
be deported until we are 
sure that that is what is best 
for them.” 

A tip on toe North Caro- 
lina case came from toe 
Mexican consulate in Mi- 
chigan. said Mr. Sale. 

Mexico’s Roman Catholic 
Church condemned toe 
abuse of toe deaf-mutes by 
what Genaro Aiamiila. bi- 
shop emeritus of Papamla, 
Veracru 2 . called “mafias 
from both countries who 
smuggle toe handicapped to 
exploit them.” In an acidic 
aside, the prelate noted that 
the United States had stolen 
a huge chunk of Mexico’s 
territory in a 1846-1 848 war 
and that toe story of 
enslavement was “nothing 
new.” 

The bishop of Puebla, 
Mario Espinosa, said he 
regretted that most of toe 
deaf-mutes came from his 
state. “They were found 
here, tricked, kidnapped 
and convinced to leave their 
homes ” he said. 

In toe New York case. 


seven Mexicans were ar- 
rested on suspicion of hav- 
ing smuggled toe deaf- 
mutes into California and 
then on to New York. 

=■ Four were charged with 
’ extortion, grand larceny and 
' harbouring and transporting 
: undocumented immigrants. 

The 55 deaf-mute victims 
are staying at a hotel near 
New York’s La Guardia 
Airport and being moni- 
tored by the INS. 

“We are investigating any 
linkage between New York 
and North Carolina but can- 
not reflect this or any other 
aspect of toe ongoing inves- 
tigation at this point,” said 
Mr. Sale. 

There was still another 
ring in Chicago, Mexican 
authorities said, and toe 
(NS said it questioned nine 
adults and two children 
there, all deaf Mexican na- 
tionals. It said, however, 
that no arrests were made in 
Chicago. The Justice De- 
partment said toe North Ca- 
rolina immigrants had been 
transported to nearby Char* 
lone and that a Mexican 
embassy official had ac- 
companied them. 
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Time for the saga to 
come to an end 

WHEN JORDANIANS all over the Kingdom took 
to the streets honking their cars and firing their 
giuis as if in a wedding, there was more to the cele- 
brations than winning a football match between two 
brotherly states, especially concerning the "‘broth- 
erly” aspect of relations between Kuwait and 
Jordan. 

The frustration Jordanians feel as a result of the 
lingering side effects of Hie Gulf War, since 1991, is 
only enhanced by the very slow return of warmth 
between the two countries and news of strong resis- 
tance to such warmth from the Kuwaiti parliament 
which continues to reiterate its position against nor- 
malisation with countries which “supported” Iraq. 

The lingering side effects of the Gulf War include 
the fact that Jordanians remain jailed in Kuwaiti 
prisons, the two countries have not reappointed 
ambassadors and the fact that the Iraqi sports 
team, which was officially invited by the Arab 
League to participate in the Pan-Arab Games, 
found itself stuck at the Lebanese borders and was 
not allowed entry into Lebanon on the basis that 
Kuwait had poured a lot of dollars into the building 
of the sports stadium. 

It is quite understandable to see the Kuwaitis 
remaining at a standstill vis-a-vis the government of 
Iraq, but to insist that the Iraqi people should con- 
tinue to suffer hunger and lade of medicine under 
sanctions and to exclude them from sports and 
other non-politicai Arab events is an action directed 
at an integral part of the Arab Nation that has 
already paid the dear price of politics with their 
lives and livelihoods. 

Winning the football game against the strong 
Kuwaiti team which was expected to get the gold 
medal, was an opportunity for the Jordanian people 
to let off some steam that has been building up since 
it was about time for Kuwait to get over the past 
and start working on the future of the Arab World, 
at a time when we are in desperate need for unity 
amongst all Arabs. 

When the Jordanian people took to the streets in 
celebration, but showed no hostility against Kuwait, 
it was also a message to Kuwait that Jordan is a 
major player amongst Arabs and that its arm 
remains stretched for a “once and for alT hand- 
shake. 

The fact that Sheikh Ahmad A1 Fahed did stretch 
his arm and shook the hands of our winning team in 
Beirut, gives us hope that there remains a chance at 
a finale to the long saga, and that as soon as possi- 
ble. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for AI Ra’i daily Saturday focused atten- 
tion on the sale of petrol and other oil products smug- 
gled into Jordan at much lower rates than the official 
price, and said that petrol is being smuggled into the 
Kingdom from neighbouring Iraq and Saudi Arabia. 
Fakhri Kawar reported a personal experience on his 
way to Syria when the driver of his car stopped to fill 
his car tanks with smuggled petrol from a stationary oil 
tanker truck parked on the side of the road. He had 
learnt from the driver that the smuggled petrol is being 
sold for one dinar less than the official price for every 
20 litre at the Jordanian gas stations. According to the 
writer, petrol and other oil products are being smug- 
gled by drivers from Iraq and Saudi Arabia and sold 
openly in Jordan, inflicting heavy losses on the 
Jordanian economy. He noted that the director of the 
Jordan Petroleum Refinery Company and the president 
of the Jordanian Union of Gas Stations Owners have 
repeatedly brought this matter to the attention of the 
Ministry of Interior and other concerned authorities, 
but the smuggling has not stopped and illicit trade is 
flourishing. He said there definitely are certain influ- 
ential people in Jordan who benefit from the smuggling 
operations and whose sole objective is to make quick 
profits, no matter how bad the economy is damaged. 

A WRITER for AI Arab Al Yawm criticised Arab Gulf 
countries which succumb to America's desires and 
wishes and accept humiliating transactions for the pur- 
chase of needless weapons and an imposed hegemony. 
Riham Far said the United States continues to intimi- 
date the Gulf states by claiming that they should accept 
the presence of American troops and their regimes 
must buy American arms for the sake of security to the 
Arabs. Of course. America means protection not from 
Israel but from Iran or other Arab countries and it seeks 
such transactions for the sake of saving American fac- 
tories from collapse and bankruptcy, said the writer. 
She said it is regrettable that the Arab .regimes keep 
such matters secret and do not disclose or announce 
them to the masses, but it is known that they are afraid 
to expose their American allies’ acts of blackmail. 
Most recently, the emir of .Qatar, Hamad Ben Khalifah 
AJ Thani, stated openly that the American weapons 
sold to the Arabs are obsolete and can by no means be 
of any benefit to the Arab people, recalled the writer 
who said that the Americans are not allies of the Arabs 
in the right sense of the world but that Washington 
forces the Arab regimes to buy American weapons in a 
bid to save their factories, threatened with bankruptcy. 
The writer said that the Arab regimes ought to be frank 
and tell their people the truth about the situation and 
should net succumb to intimidation from the enemies 
of the ,\i'»ib Nation. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Economic factors — a ‘strong incentive 
for Israel to perpetuate occupation’ 


ANALYSTS USUALLY look at the Israeli occupation of 
the West Bank and Gaza from a political, historical, legal, 
military or human rights perspective. Despite its impor- 
tance, the economic side of occupation did not draw suf- 
ficient attention, yet it may be one of the most important 
factors in motivating Israel to hold on to the Palestinian 
territories and refuse to withdraw from the West Bank 
and Gaza, as stipulated in Security Council resolutions 
242 and 338. This is bow things were under Israeli occu- 
pation: 

A) During three decades of occupation, expenditure of 
the Israeli administration on capital formation in the West 
Bank and Gaza did not exceed $30 million as an annual 
average. This is much less than needed to maintain the 
1967 level of .infrastructure. 

It is far less -than the estimated depredation of the exist- 
ing infrastructure and the end result is a persistent degra- 
dation of die Palestinian infrastructure. 

B) The Israeli occupation, on die other hand, was suc- 
cessful in converting me occupied territories into a source 
of cash. Instead of being a financial burden, the occupa- 
tion was extremely profitable in many ways: 

1. The budget of the occupation administration was 
kept secret for a long time. When it was finally revealed 
to die World Bank, it was found to be in the order of $250 
million a year. Taxes collected from the West Bank and 


Gaza are estimated to have reached up go $850 million a 
year, thus leaving a net surplus of $600 million a year as 
a source of revenue to the Israeli treasury. 

2. The Israeli trade balance used to enjoy a surplus of 
over one billion dollar a year because the Pales tini a n 
market was a captive market, obliged to import over 90 
per cent of its needs from Israel The remaining 10 per 
cent represents commodities received directly from inter- 
national donors and non-governmental organisations. 

3. Israel used to attract some 120,000 cheap Palestinian 
labourers to undertake hard work, especially in agricul- 
ture and construction sectors. Any alternative arrange- 
ment would have cost the Israeli economy an extra $1 bil- 
lion a yean 

4. Israel imposed a customs union on the Palestinian 
economy despite the imbalance between the two 
economies and the obvious inferiority of the Palestinian 
economy. Instead of compensating the weak party, Israel 
took some measures to protect Israeli producers, espe- 
cially the farmers, from Palestinian competition, while 
the Palestinian producers were fully exposed. 

Even if Israel has no territorial ambitions in the West 
Bank and Gaza, which is not the case, the economic fee- 
tors provide a strong incentive to perpetuate occupation. 
Alter all, these areas are the duck that lays golden eggs. 


Israel’s survival is ‘linked to the development 
of mutual security and economic interests’ 


By Gershon Baskin 

The writer is Israeli direc- 
tor of the !s rae UP a les tine 
Centre for Research and 
Information. The article 
below is reprinted from The 
Jerusalem Post. 

PALESTINIAN FRIENDS 
asked me why on earth 
Israel should be afraid of a 
small, weak and poor 
Palestinian state. As an 
advocate of a Palestinian 
state since 1976, 1 took on 
the challenge of answering. 

A sovereign state, I told 
my friends, may have a fall 
offensive fighting force. 
Palestinian artillery forces 
could thus easily attack any 
part of Israel. A state could 
establish a military industri- 
al complex producing mili- 
tary hardware. 

A Palestinian state would 
control immigration and 
entry of goods. Millions of 
Palestinians could cross its 
borders, and return into 
Israel proper. A state would 
enter into defence pacts 
with third parties not at 
peace with Israel. 

It would also control 
water resources. 

Uncontrolled Palestinian 
pumping from the mountain 
aquifer could threaten Israel 
water rights and reserves. 

These Israeli concerns, I 
suggested, might be quelled 


if the Palestinians accepted 
limitations on their sover- 
eignty — demilitarisation, 
for example, guaranteed by 
the deployment of interna- 
tional forces or Israeli 
observation and inspection 
at regular intervals. The 
Pales tinians would enable 
inspection and correction 
without right of appeal. 

They would also have to 
give up control over their 
airspace; the state would 
not have an air force. There 
would be intensive security 
cooperation, and die 
Palestinian police would 
have to do better at uproot- 
ing the infrastructure of ter- 
rorist potential. 

The fgate would, I said, 
have to agree to port and 
border supervision, to 
observation by third parties 
acceptable to Israel or a 
non-visible Israeli presence 
at ports and borders, like 
dosed circuit TV monitored 
by Israeli personnel. 
Provision by Israel of lists 
of persona non grata would 
need to be honoured by the 
Palestinian port authorities. 

The Palestinians would, 
moreover, undertake not to 
enter into defensive pacts 
with countries still at war 
with Israel. Regarding 
water, they would need to 
accept monitoring and 
supervision. They would 
agree to joint environmental 


protection and the develop- 
ment of new water sources. 

When I paused for breath, 
one Palestinian friend com- 
mented dryly, “If these are 
Israel’s conditions, I would 
rather continue under occu- 
pation. At least then I would 
be holding onto the dream 
of freedom, continuing to 
know who is my enemy.” 

Another friend said, 
“With such a start it is very 
hard to envision peace. The 
Palestinian state will be 
able to live in peace only if 
it can offer its people full 
rights. A sovereign state has 
a better chance of entering 
into long-term agreements 
with Israel guaranteeing its 
stability” Peace with 
Jordan, it was pointed out, 
was not restricted by its 
being a sovereign state. 

Another Palestinian col- 
league said that a subordi- 
nate Palestinian entity 
would not prevent other 
states from fighting Israel. 
“Under such conditions, 
Palestinians will never 
stand by Israel. Only with a 
full independent state will 
the prospects of peace in the 
whole region improve.” 

After reading a paper I 
wrote on toe consequences 
of a Palestinian state for 
Israel a PNA official com- 
mented: ‘1 believe the prob- 
lem is in the minds of our 
Israeli counterparts. It is not 


clear what they want from 
this peace process.... We 
want a solution where both 
of us benefit You Israelis 
must in your minds believe 
that this is a process that 
will support you in toe 
future more than what you 
give us.” 

Added a Palestinian 
activist: “The price we are 
willing to pay for peace is 
accepting Israel as a state 
and cooperating with it. 
This is not a simple conces- 
sion. Once we get our rights 
we can say let’s cooperate 
to make peace.” 

My conclusion: 

Pales tinians suffer from the 
problem Jews suffered prior 
to toe establishment of 
Israel. — . a need for identity. 
They will not agree to live 
in an Israeli-controlled 
state. Like ' every people' 
they need their indepen- 
dence. 

The solution for guaran- 
teeing Israel’s survival in 
the face of a Palestinian 
state is not blocking its 
independence but linking it 
to toe development of 
peaceful relations, embroi- 
dered with mutual security 
and economic interests. 

The payoff of Israeli gen- 
erosity to the Palestinians is 
toe prospect of real peace 
locally and throughout toe 
region. 


Defactonomics 


Jordanian exports 
to Palestine — great 
potential to expand 


Dn Thy seer 
Abdel Jaber 

IN ACCORDANCE 
with the economic 
adjustment pro- 

gramme, Jordan has 
adopted toe policy of 
export-led growth 
which requires better 
access to foreign mar- 
kets. The Palestinian 
market presents a good 
outlet, given toe spatial 
economic and demo- 
graphic factors that 
Bring Jordan and 

Palestine together. 
Hence, Jordan was 

keen to conclude as 
early as January 1995 
trade and other agree- 
ments which would 
facilitate toe flow of 
goods between toe two 
parties. 

This policy also 

serves tire Palestinian 
objective of trying to 
diversify economic 
relations after thirty 
years of Israeli occupa- 
tion and economic 
do minat ion. More than 
90 per cent of toe 

Palestinian trade is cap- 
tured by Israel 
In line with the peace 
process, the Palestinian 
National Authority 
concluded trade agree- 
ments with many coun- 
tries, including the 
European Union (EU) 
and the U.S., which 
would allow direct 
importation of 

Palestinian exports. 
However, the actual 
trade figures between 
Jordan and Palestine 
are quite limited. 

According to the 
Department of 

Statistics, Jordanian 
exports to and imports 
from Palestine amount- 
ed in 1995 to.JD J.6 
and ;/ JD, 10.4 million, 
respectively. These fig- 
ures increased in 1996 
to JD 7 and JD 25 mil- 
lion respectively, given 
that imports include 
transit trade in other 
neighbouring coun- 
tries. 

Jordanian exports to 
Palestine remain less 
that one per cent of toe 
total exports. However, 
this does not take into 
consideration toe much 
larger flow of goods 
which individuals cany 


with them as gifts when 

they cross toe bridges 
from Jordan to 
Bank. Tins “bag trade” 
was estimated, at $200 
million in 1996, or 20 
times toe official fig- 
ures of Jordanian 
exports to Palestine. 
Such exports, a total of 
300 types of items, 
include television sets, 
video sets, ovens, car- 
pets and plastic prod- 
ucts. 

I believe that this kind 

of trade should be 
encouraged by both 
Jordan and Palestine. It 
represents an informal 
channel of economic 
cooperation from 
which both sides bene- 
fit On the other hand, it 
indicates toe great 
potential for exporting 
Jordanian products to 
Palestine which would 
become a major market 
for Jordan. It is also a 
way for individuals to 
try avoid tire severe 
Israeli restrictions on 
Jordanian exports to 
Palestine. 

In spite of 
made by 
officials 


Israeli 
to Jordan, 
Israel maintains severe 
restrictions on 

Jordanian exports to 
Palestine. These 

include: limiting toe 
number of trucks cross- 
ing toe bridges, time 
delays due to health 
and security checks by 
Israeli authorities, high 
foes on loading and 
unloading. In addition, 
tire lists of goods which 
where incorporated in 
toe Paris Protocol on 
Economic Relations 
between the PLO and 
Israel were not revised 
since April 1994. They 
were supposed to ire 
reviewed every ..six 
months to allow for toe 
introduction of new 
imports from Jordan 
and an increase in their 
quantities. 

Jordanian exports 
could grow to much 
higher levels if Israel 
implemented in good 
faith its economic 
agreements with Jordan 
and Palestine. This 
issue should be taken 
up again in order to 
allow for stronger 
regional cooperation. 


LETTERS 


J 1 L 


Unwarranted behaviour 

To the Editor: 

I AM a foreigner who has been living in Jordan for 
nearly four years, and every summer I try to attend toe 
Jerash Festival at least once, as I find it one of toe best 
annual cultural events in toe country. Additionally, I 
try to encourage my friends, Jordanian and foreign 
alike, to attend. 

Friday evening, 1 was particularly pleased to see not 
only throngs of Jordanians but foreigners as well (I 
counted six or seven tourist buses in one parking lot), 
and I spent an entertaining three hours on toe Artemis 
Steps watching a troupe perform Shakespeare’s “A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream". 

However, whatever pleasure had been derived from 
those few hours quickly diminished during the walk 
back to the car. During those five minutes 1 lost count 
of the number of times (at least five) I was touched 
and grabbed in places too private to mention. And I 
would refute any argument that would attribute these 
incidents to the fact that I was walking on a crowded 
sidewalk and that, maybe. I have mistaken a casual 
brush for an obscene gesture. To those who would 
argue that maybe such unwelcome gestures were 
“provoked" by ray dress, I would like to add that I 
wore an ankle-length skirt and a long-sleeved shirt. 

I would have liked to complain to any one of toe 
police patrolling the premises, but on a dark and 
crowded sidewalk, wandering hands are hard to iden- 
tify accurately. 

Unfortunately, this happens regularly, not only at the 
Jerash Festival, but in toe streets of Amman and else- 
where, and I have come fio realise that few women 
(Jordanian and foreign alike) — regardless of their 
nationality, of their dress or of who may be in their 
company — are spared such indignities. 

While I would stop far short of saying that L and 
other women living here, have become “used to” such 
incidents, I no longer get surprised by them. 

However, I wonder how many foreign guests, here 
only for a few days, may have experienced such 
unpleasantries, particularly at toe country’s prime cul- 
tural event where one expects to find the very best 
face of Jordan, and what impression they will take 
from these unpleasant and unwelcome assaults. 

I salute toe efforts of all chose involved in making 
toe Jerash Festival a more spectacular event each year, 

‘ enthusiasm to return 


dampened and I would think twice before encourag- 
ing my female friends to attend. 

I would like to offer a suggestion as to bow this phe- 
nomenon can be remedied, but unfortunately I have 
none, save for staying forever in my flat. 

Amy Henderson;, 
A mm a n . 


Economy is doing well 

To the Editor: 

DR. AHMAD Majdoubeh’s article: “The Pernicious 
Habit of Complaining” (Jordan Tunes, July 10, 1997) 
clearly shows bow damaging pessimism and com- 
plaining are to our economy. 

In toe U.S., an index was devised to measure toe 
mood of businesspeople regarding their economy. 
Tlfcs index proved to be one of toe most compelling 
ways to gauge the health of toe American economy. If 
Jordan were to do toe same, the future of Jordan's 
economy would, most likely, look overwhelmingly 
bleak. 

I believe it is only fair to say that the Jordanian 
economy has been doing touch better than people 
expect or even believe. This indicates that the smaller 
percentage of citizens who are optimistic has been 
pushing extremely hard to not only offset the pes- 
simists' effect but also to score positive on economic 
growth — real growth of about six pec cent fos 1996. 

Even foreigners are more optimistic than the locals: 
toe recent buying in toe stock market and toe 
increased interest in Jordanian-based projects are 
telling. 

Last year witnessed the highest number of tourists 
visiting the country who brought in with them more 
than $800 million. Jordanian expatriates remitted 
over $1.5 billion last year. Freeing toe currency 
exchange market, recently introduced among other 
very positive government policy changes, is another 
sign of Jordan's economic strength. Notwithstanding 
the need for major structural adjustments, Jordan’s 
macro-economic indicators are indeed positive and 
can make one optimistic. 

If I were to present my reservations, though, I only 
have two: the first is the huge population growth in 

toe Kingdom (3.1 r*<»r Pont nnnuiillv J n rl<vi1,l!n(* 


every 23 years), putting a very heavy and chronic bur- 
den on toe economy; toe second is toe possible nega- 
tive outcome of toe peace process. Both are potential- 
ly devastating, but both can be solved by transforming 
Jordan into a Middle Eastern engine of growth and 
prosperity which will make other countries want to be 
our friends. 

Raimi Batarseh, 
Amman. 


Sports is not politics 

To the Editor: 

I AM an Iraqi national currently playing for the 
Jordanian squash team. Unfortunately, I could not 
participate in the Pan-Arab Games because of my 
Iraqi passport. 

Like everybody else, I was shocked when Iraq was 
banned from the games to satisfy some selfish Arab 
sentiments. 

I was bom in Cairo, studied in Lebanon, lived the 
civil war there and I suffered, not only as a fellow 
Arab, but as a human being. 

Iraq was destroyed as a country and its people are 
isolated from toe rest of the world. But why cannot 
politics be separated from sports? The Iraqi Olympic 
team, no matter who runs it, is an institution of a 
member state of toe Arab League and at that level, at 
least, there should not have been disputes for the 
world to gloat oven 

Life is never fair, but we should be able to under- 
stand and live by toe meaning of the phrase we so 
often use: “‘We are all one.” 

We could start by letting Iraq back in the Arab fold. 

Rima Cbadirchi, 
Aminan. 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions 
from its readers on any issue they wish to tackle. 
Letters intended for publication should contain the 
writer's full name and preferably address as well 
Names can be withheld upon request but only under 
special circumstances. Letters are subject to editing 
and abridging. 
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24 years on, survivor 
Israeli jets still awaits justice and 



By Francesca Ciriad 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An old photo- 
graph hanging on the wall 
of his simple and decorous 
sitting room is about all 
Abdullah Khalili - Abu 
Nabil - has to remind him 
of who he was before that 
terrible day in February 
1973 when the Israeli Air 
Force shot down the Libyan 
Airlines plane in which he 
was flying. 

Crippled, his right hand 
and left ear mutilated, burn 
scars covering 50 per cent 
of his body, it is hard to 
recognise Abu Nabil as the 
young, well-dressed, distin- 
guished, blue-eyed man in 
the photo. 

Together with three other 
fellow passengers on that 
fateful flight - a Palestinian 
with Libyan nationality, an 
Egyptian and a Libyan - 
Abu Nabil survived one of 
the deadliest crimes in the 
\ history of civil aviation. 
Claiming 108 innocent 
lives, two Israeli Phantom 
jet fighters shot down the 
Libyan aircraft that had 
overshot Cairo airport and 
entered the airspace above 
the Israeli-occupied Sinai 
Peninsula. 

Hospitalised the same day 
at the Soroka Medical Cen- 
tre, in Ber Sheba, Abu 
Nabil was released five 
months later. 

His hospital discharge 
papers document his 
ordeal: “deep bums to the 
head, arms, trunk, legs... the 
upper respiratory tract also 
burnt ...multiple fractures 
of the ribs... open fracture 
of the right ankle... acute 
tubular necrosis... constric- 
tive third-degree bums of 
the thorax and right arm... 
bilateral pneumonia... 
amputation of right-hand 
thumb... necrosis of pha- 
lanx 2-T of fingers'2-3-4.” 

“I was 'thrown two kilo- 1 
metres away from ( the 
crashed plane, without los- 


ing conscience, not even for 
one minuter Mr. Khalili, 
who is originally from 
Hebron, recalls. 

"I was looking at my arm, 
my hands and my whole 
body while they were on 
fire. I could see, I could 
think and I could speak, but 
1 could not move one single 
muscle, not even to try 
putting out tbe fire engulf- 
ing me. 

“An Israeli military heli- 
copter arrived at the scene 
immediately, almost at the 
same time the plane 
crashed on the ground ... 
and not even five minutes 
passed before Israeli sol- 
diers brought me and the 
other three survivors on 
board that ‘rescue’ heli- 
copter,” he says. 

During those few minuteS 
that seemed an eternity, “I 
was shouting and scream- 
ing for help” Abu Nabil 
recalls. 

Since that day 24 years 
ago, Mr. Khalili has never 
received any official com- 
pensation from either the 
Libyan Airlines or the 
Israeli government, while 
his repeated requests for 
financial assistance from 
the Ministry of Interior, the 
social security and the Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs 
have gone unheeded. 

Except for a $10,000 
“gift" received from tbe 
hands of Moshe Dayan, at 
that time minis ter of 
defence in tbe government 
of the then Israeli Prime 
Minister Golda Meir, and 
the payment of his hospital 
fees at Ber Sheba, “I 
received no compensation, 
official or otherwise, from 
IJbya or Israel," Mr. Khalili 
maintains. 

Before the “accident” 
Abu Nabil and his family 
were leading a dignified 
and comfortable life, with 
* fee aid of feeJD l200*thar’' 
he used'tqsendiidme.’ey&y^ 
..month frtife Libya where he ' ' 
was working as a mechanic 


for Caterpillar and MG 
engines. 

To pay tbe expensive hos- 
pital bills, medical treat- 
ments and medicine, as 
well as to feed their twelve 
children, Abu Nabil and his 
wife sold all they had. 

“The house in Amman, 
fee car; my jewellery, 
everything is gone,” Mrs. 
Khalili whispers sadly to 
the two reporters visiting 
their Russeifa home, just 
outside Amman. 

After fee “accident," Mrs. 
Khalili sought help from 
everywhere she could think 
of. One charity organisation 
finally answered her peti- 
tions and gave ber JD 20. 

“You have sons, every- 
body was telling me,” she 
says. But only two of her 


five sons are currently 
working “and they have to 
take care of their own fami- 
lies,” she says. 

Too busy to survive from 
one day to another, Abu 
Nabil has never had fee 
time to sit down and add all 
his hospital bills, but he 
estimates that they must 
have totalled “not less than 
50,000 dinars.” 

“In addition, one should 
take into consideration all 
the money I lost as a result 
of losing my job in Libya,” 
he says. 

The only actual financial 
assistance that Mr. Khalili 
ever received came a few 
days after fee incident, 
while he was hospitalise^ 
in Israel. \ 

To Golda Meir and 



rsodn^s be aiw ti^tbeywere^ 

“At. feat point, they '(fecjlsrteli fightcr plan^ canw 

(Israeli) fnfots ; wiesfeg rfe' -$ajt 
The 112 passengers ^ ^ 

be continues. 




iy, condemnCed) thelsrabU action 

destrmaion of tT -■ 

mnocentlives” 


forffie accideutandpay cwmpensation^; 
swLcignty 

fy: the aci^ikit^ane. . ,:V-u 


Internet growth turns 
governments wary 


By Christina Toh-Pantin 
Reuter 

KUALA LUMPUR — - It 
has taken root in 171 coun- 
tries, counts perhaps 40 
million users worldwide 
and could connect all 
nations by 2000. 

Nearly three decades 
after the Internet was first 
used as a communications 
network, governments are 
struggling with a dilemma 
— how do you bottle up 
cyberspace? 

In ns birthplace, fee 
United States, fee supreme 
court In late June struck 
down a law restricting 
indecent speech online as 
impinging upon free 
speech. 

Backers of fee 1 996 
Communications Decency 
Act had been concerned 
that children would be 
exposed to inappropriate, 
pornographic material that 
is widely available on the 
Internet. 

Many Internet users, 
however, feared the broad- 
ly-worded restrictions 
would have chilled free 
expression across the glob- 
al computer network. 

Concern travels 

beyond borders 

Those worries, like 
cyberspace communica- 
tions, cross borders. 

At tbe June annua] con- 
vention of fee Internet’s 
main user group, fee Inter- 
net Society, a panel speak- 
er said that after scanning 
about 300,000 e-mails, dis- 
cussions about censorship 
and control by government 
*is about fee hottest topic 
Slwe've seen on fee Inter- 
net". 

Most users in the United 
Slates and other Western 
countries have said they 
prefer non-interference bv 
government on tbe net. 


That stance extends to the 
U.S. government itself, at 
least in electronic com- 
merce, when President Bill 
Clinton at mid-year called 
for no new taxes or regula- 
tions on business conduct- 
ed in cyberspace. 

Ira Magazine r, special 
advisor to Mr. Clinton, 
agreed there was an inher- 
ent difficulty in govern- 
ments taking a hands-off 
policy toward new devel- 
opments. “The natural ten- 
dency of governments (Is 
to) feel they've got to get 
control of iL~ 

Western, Asian 

controls differ 

Within fee West, Internet 
regulation ranges from tbe 
implementation of a code 
of ethics in France to 
extension of existing media 
laws to cover restrictions 
on fee net in Germany. 

Concerns about govern- 
ment control of fee Internet 
have been most apparent in 
Asia, where China initially 4 
required Internet users to 
register wife the police and 
blocked about 100 web 
sites including those 
belonging to U.S. media 
organisations. 

Singapore censors the net 
to ferret out pornography 
and other items it considers 
objectionable. 

Peng Hwa Ang, of Singa- 
pore Nanyang Technologi- 
cal University, said South 
Korea’s minister of com- 
munications can order an 
information provider to 
delete and restrict material 
offered on their services. 
Vietnam, which is hoping 
to license its first provider 
soon, requires Internet 
users to get a permit. 

But, he said his studies 
show that governments 
have been softening their 
stances toward cyberspace, 
and gradually loosening 


their restrictions. “In every 
case I’ve seen, there’s been 
a retrenchment (from a 
previous position)," he told 
a panel discussion at the 
Internet society's confer- 
ence in June. 

Indeed, even in countries 
like Malaysia, where press 
controls are applied. Prime 
Minister Mahathir 

Mohamad has pledged that 
the Internet will not be cen- 
sored as part of the bill of 
rights offered to fee pro- 
posed multimedia super 
corridor (MSC) project 
The high-technology, 
high-speed communica- 
tions testbed for multime- 
dia applications depends 
on fee expertise and will- 
ingness of foreign compa- 
nies. 

Asia changing stance 

“I think Asia is learning 
very fast and is willing to 
change its stance in order 
to bring good,” Tengkn 
Azzman Shariffadeen, 
chief executive officer of 
Mira os BHD, an Internet 
service provider in 
Malaysia, told Reuters in 
an interview. 

But he added, “you can- 
not ask them (Asian -coun- 
tries) to change overnight.” 
The barring of deviant 
influences and the promo- 
tion of local cultures is at 
the heart of some of Asia’s 
efforts to police the net. 
But even those goals can 
be difficult to reach. 

“When it comes to Asian 
values, (it's) very difficult 
to explain it” said izurai 
Aizu, of Japan. “It’s a very' 
rough consensus.” 
Discussions of to-ccnsor 
or not-to-censor tbe net 
have also been moving 
from the philosophical and 
social to the pragmatic and 
practical. 

Countries that persist m 
controlling the Internet 


could lose out economical- 
ly. some Internet users 
warn. 

“If we try to control 
access at the government 
level... Countries will not 
have full participation (in 
economic development),” 
said Larry Landweber of 
the United States, also 
known as the “father of the 
purple map”, which traces 
the spread of fee Internet 
by colouring each connect- 
ed country purple. 

As of June 1997, 171 
countries were connected, 
with 195 countries out of a 
world total of 207 able to 
send or receive e-mail, he 
said. 

“I think we're within a 
year or two of having every 
country connected to fee 
Internet,” Mr. Landweber 
told the Internet society's 
conference in Kuala 
Lumpur in June. 

The United States is try- 
ing to get other countries tq 
embrace an initiative fa- an 
Internet trade framework. 1 

“For countries that are 
poor and stay away from it, 
it could widen fee gap" 

. Mr. Magaziner warned 
during a trip to Singapore 
in June to publicise the 
framework. 

Developing nations 

may intertwine rales 

For developing countries, 
the role of government and 
cyberspace may continue 
to be intertwined, some 
observers say. 

“If not for fee govern- 
ment, there would be no 
MSC,” argues Derrik 
Khoo. chief executive offi- 
cer of Malaysian high- 
technology firm Brave 
Bold SDN BHD. “This is 
very topdown. I think in 
many countries, the gov- 
ernment mav have to get 
involved.” 


Moshe Dayan, who visited 
him in fee Ber Sheba hos- 
pital shortly after fee 
downing. Abu Nabfl said: 
“I am mined-” 

“Hamduliflah 
assaiameh." he recalls Mr. 
Dayan telling him. 

“How am I going to make 
a living, now?,” Abu Nabil 
recollects to have 
answered. 

“Mr. Dayan left fee 
room, came back after 20 
minu tes, and handed me 

$10,000, saying: “With this 
you can start any business 
in Amman’ ” 

But that turned out to be 
a far too optimistic state- 
ment, and, shortly after- 
wards, Abu Nabil, his wife 
and his children were pen- 
niless. 

As soon as he could, Abu 
Nabil started driving a taxi, 
waiting for his sons to 
grow up and help him. He 
dung on to that job until 
skin . ulcers started to 
spread on his feet and legs 
because of bad blood circu- 
lation and diabetes, both 
consequences of the “acci- 
dent,” forcing him from 
slopwork. 

His attempts to seek 
compensation through Jor- 
danian lawyers were in 
vain. 

“The lawyers told me 
that they could do nothing 
and that I needed an Israeli 
lawyer to seek compensa- 
tion from the Israeli gov- 
ernment or a Libyan 
lawyer to seek compensa- 
tion from fee Libyan Air- 
lines he says. 

Before the signing of fee 
1994 Jordanian-Israeli 
peace treaty, his chances to 
approach an Israeli court 
were indeed slim. 

“I also went to the 
Libyan embassy in Amman 
and filed many petitft&s, 
but I never recejve3‘ > any 
respdrise,” ” ’M£” Khalili 



Abdullah KbaSH 
complains. 

One lawyer wrote repeat- 
edly on Abu Nabil’s behalf 
to tbe Jordanian embassy 
in Tripoli, asking for “com- 
pensation for physical, 
psychological, moral and 
financial damages" and 
urging fee Jordanian con- 
sul there to “contact fee- 


concemed authorities^ - in 
fee Libyan Repubfic.” 

But those letters received 
only- .a few. notes of 
acknowledgementi 
Today. Mr. Khalili is still 
waiting for “justice to be 
served,”- and although h& 
cannot afford a lawyer, he 
hopes feat, after-fee peace 


.treaty with Israel, some 
Israeli lawyer will be will- 
ing to accept his case. 

“ Airlin es refund passen- 
gers when they lose their 
luggage," Abo Nabil says. 

“I lost my body. Am I not 
entitled to get any competi- 
tion for that?” " 

V 1 B, j V/ i ". ,p . . 
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UAE expects number of jobless 
to reach 200,000 in 10 years 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
The United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) will have an 
estimated 200,000 job- 
less nationals in 10 
years and the private 
sector must hire more 
home-grown labour, a 
UAE minister said in 
press comments Satur- 
day. 

Communication Min- 
ister Ahmad A1 Tayer 
said a government job 
nationalisation drive in 
the banking sector could 
be enforced in other sec- 
tors to absorb the grow- 
ing number of graduates 
from universities and 
other institutions. 

‘'Employment of UAE 
nationals will be amoqg 
the most serious chal- 
lenges facing the coun- 


try,” Mr. Tayer told A1 
Ittihad newspaper. 

“Estimates snow that 
there will nearly 
200,000 citizens in the 
year 2006 searching for 
jobs. There should be a 
plan to ensure jobs for 
them in the private sec- 
tor and I think the 
national and foreign 
institutions should 
shoulder their responsi- 
bility in this respect ” he 
stressed. 

The UAE has launched 
a campaign to provide 
jobs for its surging num- 
ber of qualified citizens 
and ease reliance on 
dominant foreign 

labour. 

But the private sector 
has been reluctant to 
recruit nationals on the 


grounds they lack skills 
and demand much high- 
er salaries. 

According to indepen- 
dent estimates, UAE 
nationals account for 
less than 10 per cent of 
the Gulf country's 
workforce of around one 
million. Most of the 
expatriate workers are 
from India, Pakistan, 
and other Asian coun- 
tries. 

In banking, UAE 
natives form only 8.8 
per cent of the nearly 
13,000 employees, said 
Mr. Tayer. who heads a 
government committee 
overseeing a job nation- 
alisation programme in 
the UAE’s 47 banks. 

“I think the efforts 
being exerted in the 


banking sector to devel- 
op national manpower 
will spread to other sec- 
tors, including industry, 
trade, insurance and 
other services,” Mr. 
Tayer said. 

The Labour and Social 
Affairs Ministry said 
last week it had drafted 
laws to force the private 
sector to employ nation- 
als, who account for less 
than one third of the 
total population of 
around 2.4 million. 

Foreigners have been 
attracted by the UAE’s 
vast oil wealth, which 
has brought it one of the 
world’s highest per 
capita income of around 
$16,500 a year in 1996. 


‘The economy is not an end in itself — it 
is a matter of improving quality of life’ 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Former Indian Finance 
Minister Manmohan 
Singh, the architect of the 
country’s sweeping free- 
market reforms, has said 
the next three or f&ur 
years were crucial for the 
country’s economy. 

He said a new wave, of 
reforms had to /be 
brought in to continue 
the wave of liberalisation 
set in motion in 1991. 

“It is matter of momen- 
tum.” he told AFP." The 
next three to four years 
are crucial.” 

“We have crippling 
shortages of power, port 
capacity and road capaci- 
ty. We have to make up 
for the lost time in these 
areas.” he said. 

Mr. Singh said the Indi- 
an economy, currently 
growing at 6.2 per cent, 
would “stabilise at seven 
per cent growth” but 
.warned of problems 
ahead. 

“We have important 
infrastructure bottle- 
necks,” he said. 

India's gross fiscal 
deficit, he said, was 
about nine per cent of 
gross domestic product, 
or more than $23 billioD. 

“Now. whether growth 
will stabilise at seven or 
eight per cent in the 
future will depend on 
what we do in the next 
four years to tackle the 
fiscal crisis, the infra- 
structure and the human 
resource development 
crisis ” he indicated. 

He argued that “small 


of profitable investments. 
Experts believe the 


growth does not trickle 
down” and said India had 
to target high growth if it 
wanted to tackle poverty 
in the country. 

“The economy is not an 
end in itself — it is a 
matter of improving 

quality of life.” he 

explained 

Mr. Singh stressed New 
Delhi had to offer over- 
seas investors in India’s 
infrastructure the chance 

ifpr 

Ex[ 

country’s roads, ports 
and power stations need a 
cash injection of $200 
billion over the next five 
years. 

“We as a nation should 
tackle these issues before 
we can say the growth 
will rise to eight per 
cent,” Mr. Singh added. 

“We need major policy 
changes in the power sec- 
tor. we need to reform 
tariffs and management 
systems. They arc crucial 
before more investments 
can come in,” he empha- 
sised. 

“If these things are in 
place, hereafter, there is 
greater assurance that 
investment will more or 
less flow in. So that is 
why the next four years 
are crucial,'' he said. 

As finance minister six 
years ago, Mr. Singh 
reversed more than 40 
years of centralised 
socialist policies initially 
put in place by the coun- 
try’s first prime minister, 
Jawaharlal Nehru. 

The economic reforms 


were launched following 
a foreign exchange crisis. 

They have since been 
adopted and continued 
by the current govern- 
ment Meanwhile, a top 
industry body said 
recently that India needs 
to increase its invest- 
ments in agriculture to 
achieve its target of eight 
per cent growth. 

The Confederation of 
Indian Industry (.CD) said 
the agricultural sector 
had been neglected fol- 
lowing the country’s 
free-market reforms. 

“The impact of the 
reform process on the 
agriculture sector has 
been limited to the reduc- 
tion of subsidies provid- 
ed to this sector and cos- 
metic changes surround- 
ing its trade,” it said. 

The CD, in a report 
entitled “Can India raise 
its growth rate to eight 
per cent of gross domes- 
tic product? said “more 
concrete steps are needed 
to infuse some kind of 
dynamism into the sec- 
tor." It argued that would 
“he one of the steps to 
redress the stagnation in 
the agriculture sector. 
The declining trend of 
public investments in this 
sector needs to be 
reversed." 

Public investment in 
agriculture was $513 
million in 1980-81 but 
dropped to $374 million 
in 1995-96. 

The CII report also 
warned India's external 
debt burden of $90 bil- 


lion would have a desta- 
bilising effect on the 
economy. 

The central bank says 
the government’s annual 
debt repayments during 
the next 10 years would 
be above $3 billion. 

The CD also outlined 
other areas of economic 
concern, such as the 
stock markets and infra- 
structure. 

It said: “The situation 
in the Indian economy 
today can be described as 
one of having growth but 
no investment There has 
been negligible capital 
formation since 1991. 
This makes the future 
prospects bleak.” 

“A permanent inertia 
seems to have captured 
the primary and the sec- 
ondary markets. The 
market is simply not 
picking up, which has led 
to the industry, not get- 
ting the necessary finan- 
cial support from the 
stock markets,” the CII 
added. 

The report said private 
investment in infrastruc- 
ture was lacking. 

“Ambiguities surround- 
ing government policies 
... and long gestation lags 
have become major 
impediments in the way 
of private sector partici- 
pation,” the report point- 
ed out 

More than $20 billion 
are required, according to 
analysts, to improve 
India's roads, ports, 
telecommunications and 
railways. 
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Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 26/07/9718:20 




US Dollar 
DE Mark 

GB Sterling 
r-CH Franc 
JP Yen 
CA Dollar 
IT Lira 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc 
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0.5439 

1.6615 

0.6596 

0.0096 

0.7225 

0.0006 

04829 

0.1614 




1.8385 

3.0585 

121.23 

1.5720 

1-3261 

1.0282 

88J73 
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0.6019 

0.3272 

0.3968 

0.5145 
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0.3365 

0.2904 

0.0971 


f xm-: 


14160 

04245 

24168 

14963 

14934 

04846 

73.18 

244595 
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11645 

6346 

19448 

7747 

1.18 

153149 

5648 

1844 


14840 

0J7S26 

24995 

04126 

1.1834 

0.7740 

04680 

04233 


178740 

971.72 

2969.10 

117847 
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129049 

86245 

3341 
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24710 

1.1265 

34410 

136.64 

17748 

14937 

1148 

334100 


6.1960 

34700 

104947 

44857 

54980 

44710 

34 651 
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Middle Eastern Currencies 
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US Dollar 

- 
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04770 

3.6395 
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3.6726 
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Jordan Dinar 
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04317 

5.1333 

04286 

5.1800 

2170.68 

4.7856 

Saudi Rlyal 

0.2666 

ITm'l 


0,1005 

0.97 

0.0810 

048 

41046 

04047 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 

EESj 

9.9480 

- 

9.65 

04081 

9.74 

40*243 

9.0600 

Qatar Dinar 

0.2748 

0.1948 

1.0305 

1J1305 

- 

04835 

1.01 

422.86 

04323 

Kuwait Dinar 

3.2906 


12J409 

1J405 

11-96 

- 
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5064.17 
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0J723 
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- 
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0.65 
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24369 

0^450 
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7-3864 



Egyptian 

0^947 
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1.0726 

04896 
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Mid-East Currencies 
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Coffee (c/1 bs) 

19343 

Spot 

Cocoa ($/ton) 

1529 

Spot 

Sugar ($/ton) 

3424 

Spot 
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142^ ' 

spot “; J 

Soya (c/lbs) 
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Spot 
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• "137 - ’ 

Spot " ' 

Barley (S/bsh) 

0 

Spot 

Rice (Won) 
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US Dollar 
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0.708 

1.1754 

04849 

04685 

0T1142 

04043 

04417 

04955 

0J10 

1.1813 

04868 

04688 

0.1148 

04073 

04434 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Desert stopover 
6 Blob 

10 Direction for 
Dobbin 

14 Girl hi 
W onderland 

15 Italian wine 
center 

16 Give abundantly 

17 Golfer — 

Woods 

18 Religious image 

19 Capri is one 

20 Used garment 

22 Ragout, few one 

23 Drying oven 

24 Enroll 

26 Choir backups 

30 Expand 

31 Leonine 
utterance 

32 Olden times 

35 Waldorf or 

Caesar 

39 Sedates 

41 Crewmembers 

42 Chopin 
specialty 

43 of robins..." 

44 Mental image 

46 Prepare for 
finals 

47 Ill-gotten gains 

49 Plot 

51 Bundle of grain 

53 London district 

55 Afterward 

56 Party nosh? 

62 Suspended 

63 Lat abbr. 

64 Near East inn 

65 " — it a lovely 
day..." 

66 Loose-living 
gent 

67 Tidal flood 

68 Big man in Iran, 
once 

69 Luge 

70 Lovers’ 
rendezvous 

DOWN 

1 Solemn 
affirmation 

2 Inter — 

3 Omen 


1 

2 

3 

4 

's 

14 





17 





20 







10 

11 

12 

13 

m 

16 




19 




22 






m 


by Frank R. Jackson 


4 Chilled 

5 Speech 

6 Household help 

7 Neck scarf 

8 Pack away 

9 Transgressor 

10 Timepiece 

11 Waste maker 
,12 Houston athlete 
13 Again 

21 Facile 

25 Nuzzle 

26 Killer whale 

27 Bookbinding 
leather 

28 Strong wind 

29 Short distance 

30 Hereditary 
factor 

33 Leave out 

34 Blushing 
36 Entice 
37“— Bede" 

38 Ancient 

township 

40 Greek covered 
walk 

45 Tennis great 
48 Tenders 


* Saturday's Puzzle solved: 
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50 Undergarment 

51 Quiet] 

52 Beauty parlor 
offering 

53 Sidewinder 

54 Gazed 
amorously 


55 “ — is a 
recording" 

57 Type type: abbr. 

58 Trepidation 

59 Wild party 

60 Scu Bar's need 

61 Eat carefully 


HOROSCOPE 

FOREcStPor 

SUNDAY, JULY 27, 0^ 

By Thomas S.pUr^ 
Astmlogen Cornu* 
^ghter Foundan^ 

ARIES: (Match 21 , 

A £S 19)Ifyou ^C 

mood to go our » ? 
town today, or 

you should not trv 
force*'*” 1 


ny you as this will 

cause he 
annoyed with 
actions.. 

TAURUS: (April 20 in 

May 20) . W 
today to schedule yZ 
activities whether fo. 
business or personal ^ 
sons for the days ahead 
and thereby yoo ^ 
increase your efficient 
Avoid disagreement at dj 
cost if it is posable. 

GEMINI: (May 21 ^ 
June 21) You sh ioa 
avoid individuals 
who feel they 
to control the: 
your life. It wodd _ 
to get plenty of rest 
this evening, thereby 
will be prepared for a 
hectic few da ys ahead. 
MOON CHILDREN: (tone 
22 to July 21) ft would Hi 
behoove you to discuss 
financial or property ma- 
ters with anyone today 
since any advice whk± 
you can obtain would be 
helpful. You should ixx 
allow an outsider to cause 
strife in your home. 
LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Running away from 
your difficulties only 
guarantees that they will 
be bigger when you ga 
back. Don’t lose your 
temper with anyone today 
or you could say some- 
thing which you could 
regret in the days ahead 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You may 
find it difficult to express 
your feelings today, how- 
ever don’t try to blame 
this difficult situation os 
anyone. Get some tasks 
completed around the 
house which you have put! 
off and gain the praise of 
your loved ones. 
LIBRA: (September 23 
to October 22) You may 
be itching to go off for a 
little adventure with close 
friends today, however it 
would be better to stay a 
home and get to know 
your loved ones again. 
Later this evening will be 
good for relaxing at home 
wife your loved ones. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
November 21) Yon 
should not disagree with 
anyone about finances 
today unless you are 
absolutely sure of your 
facts and figures. Drive 
very carefully while yon 
are on the highway later 
this evening and thereby 
avoid any difficult situa- 
tions. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov 
ember 22 to December 
1) Arrange a schedule 
for your career activities 
this week which you can 
stick to easily and not 
have to constantly rerise 
You should not allow a 
temperamental friend gel 
your dander up or you 
could say thing you could 
regret 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) You 
may feel that you have 
more tasks to do today 
than you can handle, 
however this is only in 
your mind, especially u 
you schedule your time 
properly. Be honest with 
yourself and others 
towards achieving you 
ouls. 

AQUARIUS: (January 

1 to February 19) Stop 
worrying about an anno)- 
ing situation today which 
can do little to change. 
Try to soothe a fellow 
associate who has gotten 
himself or herself in a 
lather, thereby you can 
eliminate a difficult situa- 
tion from occurring. 
P15CES:“(Fe5ruary 20 io 

March 20) You should ntf 
complain about condi- 
tions today which can i 
changed, learn ® 
adapt, instead, be p 1 ^" 
pared for some strung*- 
surprise to occur in the 
days ahead which could 
pleasant or difficult to 
deal with. 
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Jordan’s first $100m corporate bond covered 


By SofehnanAi KhaUdi 

'Reuters'. 

AMMAN"— Jordan’s first 
corporate: bond : issue, a 
$109 million Eurobond, 
was fully subscribed but 
rhe country's relatively low 
erwfif-risk rating deterred 
wide, global investor inter- 
est. bankers and .managers 
have said. 

Co-lead managers HSBC 
Mailets and Jordan’s Arab 
Bank jointly launched the 
five-year floating rate issue 
(FRNj by Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines. Company oa 
Wednesday. , 

‘The deal was fully sold 
out on day one,., Jordan is 


totally new for a lot of 
other investors (besides 
Middle East) and it was 
fully subkribed,” said 
Chns O'Malley, Middle 
East, India and Africa 
director at HSBC Markets 
Limited. 

Jordan secured at around 
IS per com or 150 basis 
points above LIBOR (Lon- 
don Inter Bank Offered 
Rate) a more price compet- 
itive spread for the issue 
than eastern Europe or 
Lebanon debipaper, usual- 
ly above two per cent 

But Jordan's BB minus 
credit rating — below 
investment grade — still 
deterred investors such as 


Daily 


Beat 




Insurance companies ask for more 
time io raise capital or merge 

** THE PRESIDENT of the Union of Insurance Com- 
panies, Ruouf Abu Jaber. has renewed a call to recon- 
sider the premiums of the obligatory third paity insur- 
ance and said that die present economic conditions jus- 
tify the demand of insurance companies to extend the 
period for increasing their capita! and adjust their situa- 
tion in accordance with the law. 

The union has submitted a memorandum to the min- 
ister of industry, trade and supply, demanding an exten- 
sion of the period which ends Oct. 1; 1997. But, 
informed sources quoted the minister as telling the 
companies to resort to mergers to create large entities in 
order to limit damaging competition among the firms. 

Dr. Abu Jaber indicated that the companies suffered 
huge losses from the third party insurance as they 
reached a rate of 158 per cent. He said losses were 
about JD4.4 million in 1995 but the figure climbed to 
around JD5 million last year. Dr. Abu Jaber revealed 
that a study showed The third party insurance was 
responsible for losses reaching about 1 50 per cent at the 
licensing offices, 206 per cent at the comprehensive 
insurance and 33 per cent at border posts.” 

Calling on the government to understand the position 
of the insurance companies and to reconsider the pre- 
miums, Dr. Abu Jaber said the firms which achieved 
modest profits operating with its present capital will not. 
be able to achieve suitable profits' with higher capital.. 
He explained that.capitalising reserves is a dram on the 
assets of the companies as that means tying up addi- 
tional funds which should be operating in the market. 

The union chief described the increase in capital as 
sucking the liquidity that can be utilised in other areas 
such as developing insurance tools and methods. How- 
ever, he saw mergers as an inevitable way if the gov- 
ernment does not extend the period for raising the cap- 
ital of companies. “There has not been any tangible 
results on merger possibilities but attempts are still in a 
primary stage,” he said. 

The insurance companies have two choices of either 
to increase the capita! of each to JD2 million or to 
merge. The companies suffer from a low premium for 
third party insurance. But, at the same time, they 
demand the premium rate be floated to stop losses 
which, they claim, is flowing to the benefit of clients. 

Insurance experts see the solution in giving the indi- 
viduals the liberty to choose whichever company they 
wish to insure with and to also give the liberty to. the 
company to practise this type of insurance or not (AI 
Ra’i). 


THE BETTER HALF, ByGtasbergen 
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“AI work we watch TV every afternoon. 
My boss thinks my computer has 
an Oprah screen saver' 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

e by H«nH Arnold and Mka Arykfwi 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


D 

rALEV 




1 r N 


«nyamNM*d 


VENIA 

XT 


1 


NYGEF5T 


lill 




HOW TROMBONE 
PRACTICE LEFT 
THE FAMILY. 


SWEDiT 


'VI 


□ 


Print answer hero 


Yutenta/s 


Now arrange the dreted tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

CXIKIXIIX J 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: WHINE ALBUM INVENT OPIATE 
Answer: what the newborn had In the middle of toe 
night -A ‘WAIL' OF A TIME 


U,K. banks to buy the 
paper because they would 
have had to take provi- 
sions. 

“The fact of the mauer is 
that while Jordan has had a 
superb story in an econom- 
ic transformation, it’s not 
out of the woods yeL This 
is still a provisionable 
security oa a long-term 
asset on the banks books in 
the U.K.” Mr. O'Malley 
told Reuters. 

“At the end of the day it's 
a double B minus situation 
still and there are clearly 
problems, Jordan has a 
considerable debt burden, 
one of the highest on a per 
capita basis,” he added. 

But some local bankers 
also say the tight spread 
which allowed HSBC to 
gain the mandate was too 


low in the first place to 
attract a wider global base 
from investors unfamiliar 
with Jordan. It may also 
have harmed Jordan’s 
prospects to raise investor 
appetite for future corpo- 
rate issues, they said. 

“It’s good for Jordan but 
the tight spread may have 
caused the deal to be dis- 
tributed mainly to the for- 
eign currency liquid Jor- 
danian banks and a few 
other investors.” sard 
Khaled Masri. investment 
manager at Arab Jordan 
Investment Bank ( AJIB). 

Some bankers say as a 
result, the bond issue now 
appears more of a syndi- 
cated loan than a securities 
issue, adding that HSBC 
along with local investors 
had mainlv attracted Mid- 


dle Eastern financial insti- 
tutions in a lew purchases 
by global banks. 

”fn terms of the geo- 
graphic spread. very 
roughly about 50-60 per 
cent was Middle Eastern 
related entities, clearly the 
name was best understood 
by regional investors,” Mr. 
O’Malley said. 

HSBC’s own allotments 
were 20 per cent distrib- 
uted in the U.K. and 
Europe respectively. But 
HSBC says a significant 
part was placed in Jordan 
not of its own choice but 
because the issuer and the 
government wanted to 
involve local banks. 

These banks have played 
a significant role in the 
issue after Jordan’s leading 
Arab Bank formed a syndi- 


cate with them to under- 
write as much as 50 per 
cent of its value, Mr. 
O'Malley said. 

HSBC said that the “very 
well priced deal” was a 
realistic gauge of demand 
for Jordanian paper. 

HSBC does not expect 
the issue to hold back a 
successful launch of Jor- 
dan’s first S70 million sov- 
ereign bond issue by year- 
end although it could be 
difficult for the country to 
get the same pricing as on 
its first corporate bond 
issue. 

■ It’s a major step forward 
for Jordan... I think no one 
will now' doubt Jordan can- 
not issue in its own right a 
sovereign paper... I think 
they can,” Mr. O'Malley 
said. 
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H«T 13 

Hotmts 

camunrs hake 

P / E 

D!V. 

MO. 

or 

TRAMS. 

ho. or 

SHARES 

VALDE 

traded 

JS 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE 

PRICE 

CHANGE 

BUB 

Qsr 


298.000 214.300 

8888 MUX 

13.4 

1.37 

33 

980 

286960 

289.50 

291.00 

1.50* 


2.340 

1.680 

J08.H8T10HAL BX. 

■ 

Q-CO 

11 

2750 

5696 

2.08 

2.07 

.01- 


3.600 

2.760 

SANK Or JORDAK 

6.5 

Q.QO 

27 

143149 

4C.4379 

3.15 

3.10 



1.210 

.680 

MID. EAST IKV.BX. 

60.4 

0.00 

1 

500 

460 





2.400 

2.150 

imramixL oxv.bjl. 

8.1 

7.72 

5 

1 ICC 

2847 

2.21 

2.19 



5.200 

4.400 

TUB BOUSim BJC. 

14.6 

3.98 

S 

950 

4637 

4.90 

4.87 



4.180 

2-440 

JOa.XWAIT BAMS. 

10.2 

0.00 

4 





" 


1.030 

.760 

J08.Q0LT MKt 

4.6 

9.09 

5 

1585 

1230 





4.050 

3.480 

JOB. ISLAMIC BAMX 

IS. B 

3. OB 

14 

3100 

12027 


3.89 

“ 


3.000 

3.000 

JOK . IMV . FIB . BANK 

21.1 

0-00 

17 

3336 

10972 

3.24 

3.29 

. 05* 


1.440 

.650 

PttlUUSL.XltV.8X. 

9 

0.00 

12 

132C0 

12672 

.96 

.96 

“ 


BB aXCTQR TOTALS lSLSXl 223.00 *CBCi 

*0.29 

1J4 

176359 

802758 





2.260 


JO* nUDfCH I MSB* . 

4.5 

12.50 

2 

2600 

4160 

1.60 

1.60 

- 


2.300 

2.100 

H0C.X LAND XKSUX. 

6.5 

0.00 

3 

2770 

6094 

2.20 

2.20 




0.00 

5 

5370 

10254 





1.020 


JCOt. ELECTRIC PUR. 

8.0 

6.06 

22 

15318 

25272 

1.65 

1.65 

- 


1.550 

.930 

K8TL. PQPTTOLIQ 

9 

0.00 

13 

5350 

7679 

1.43 

1.44 

.01* 


1.010 

.820 

REAL ESTATE IMV. 

12.1 

6.90 

1 

1000 

870 



, * 1 ■ 


3.720 

2.890 

ARAB IMTL. IMV.ROUC. 

7.7 

0.00 

2 

1200 

3526 

2. 95 

2.95 

" 


1.220 


E8HXA EDUCATION 


0.00 

1 





“ 


2.230 

1.630 

cmircxD co. 

8.0 

6.51 

10 

4000 

6800 

1.69 

1.69 

“ 


1.010 

.640 

DM ION LAND DEV. 

9 

0.00 

2 

125 






anne s 

6SCTO* 

TOTALS INDEX ■ 108.16 *CBGl 

0.00 

51 

27493 

44699 





t- 4.450 

3.100 

JO*. CXMBfT PACT. 

26.9 

2.75 

12 

2507 

1004S 

4.04 

4.00 

.04- 


10.250 

9.040 

JOL PETROL. KEPT MARX 

9.4 

9.16 

15 

572 

5544 

9.71 

9.70 

.01- 


7.150 

5.800 

JOB. WORSTED KILLS 

9.5 

3.39 


666 

3929 

s.eo 

5.90 

.104 


4.100 

3.040 

ARAB PBARM. HAMF. 

11.0 

5.01 

17 

3525 

13956 

3.95 

3.99 

.04* 


7.250 

5.710 

JOB. CERAMIC XMD. 

6.2 

3.31 

7 

900 

5545 

6.20 

6. OS 

.15- 


2. 570 

2.050 

JOKDAM DAIRY 

a. 3 

9.94 

2 

400 

982 

2.45 

2.46 

.01* 


1.800 

1.310 

JOB.. PIPES KMtrCT. 

16.2 

6.11 

4 

9B5 

12B8 

1.32 

1.31 

.01- 


5.650 

4.300 

DA* ALDAMA DV.IHV. 

13.0 

4.72 

5 

940 

4980 

5.35 

5.30 

.05- 


1.310 

1.000 

ARAB PAPE* COMV.TRD. 

31.5 

0.00 

3 

1300 

1339 

1.02 

1.03 

. 01 * 


1.290 

.510 

IHTKRKED . PETKO. CttEM. 

9 

0.00 

6 

2500 

... 1348 

.54 

.54 



.MO 

.530 

JQR. ROd WOOL IWDfl . 

q 

0.00 

« 

1250 


.56 

.59 

-03+ 


.940 

.530 

JOT. BOIPHO-CHSH 

a 

0.00 

30 

11400 

7021 

.60 

.63 

.03+ 


1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PHARM.CHZH. 

17.2 

5.19 

r 

500 

675 

1.36 

1.35 

.01- 


1.430 

.740 

KAHTHE* IHVEST. 

73.9 

0.00 

2 '• 

8327 

6245 

.75 

.75 

“ 


2.020 

i.peo 

DM IV. HOOR.IMDS. 

P- 

.23 

30 

14350 

15B57 

1.08 

1.13 

.05+ 


1.618 

1.000 

JOT. ZEDS . RESOURCES 

13.9 

9.71 

a 

2012 

2072 

1.03 

1.03 



*•52 

1.300 

MATL. CHLORim 

13.2 

5.00 

5 

840 

1173 

1.37 

1.40 

.03+ 


i.ew 

.810 

JO*. ME* CABLE CO. 

15.4 

0.00 

6 

6650 

5536 

.84 

.84 

- 


2.090 

1.340 

*L -XAY READY WEAR 

47.9 

0.00 

1 

350 

476 

1.36 

1.36 

— 


1.330 

1.080 

IMTt.. TOBACCO 

6.2 

0.00 

1 

looa 

1130 

1.14 

1.13 

.01- 


1.260 

.860 

DMIOW CH- 6 VEC. 

40.0 

0.00 

1 

250 

230 

.90 

.88 

.02- 


UBB6BHL SSCTOt TOTALS IRDKZi 124.70 ICSCi 

-0.18 

166 

61219 

90223 





INDEX! 165.87 XCHOi 

♦0.09 

356 

270441 

947935 
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.460 

.410 

JO*. TRADE FAC. 

11.5 

0.00 

7 

11000 

4755 

.44 

.43 

.01- 


1-550 

1.070 

XAfiA FOB INVESTMENT 

74.8 

0.00 

1 

2000 

2280 

1.15 

1.14 

.01- 

■ 

.950 

.540 

JOT.FIH.IHV.CO. 

E 

0.00 

6 

2113 

1286 

.61 

.61 



.840 

.660 

tmOM IMV. 50* 

9 

0.00 

11 

37250 

7078 

.69 

.69 

_ 


.620 

.370 

AHAB riM. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

20 

28300 

12174 

.44 

.43 

.01- 

■ 

.950 

.720 

AL-SHARQ IMV. 7b* 

p 

0.00 

4 

2500 

1391 

.80 


.01+ 


.730 

.510 

ARAB 7000 8 XEO. 

9 

0.00 

1 

SO 

26 

.51 

.52 

.01+ 


.570 

.380 

ARAB IKTL.INV.TRD. 
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Marto to head Security 
Exchange Commission 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan 
has appointed Central Bank 
Deputy 1 Governor Michel 
Mario to head a govern- 
ment watchdog overseeing 
the stock market, Acting 
Information Minister Nass- 
er AI Lawzi said Saturday. 

Mr. Lawzi said Dr. Marto 
will head the Security 
Exchange Commission 
(SEC), charged with moni- 
toring the stock exchange 
under a law issued by the 
government in May. For- 
mer Justice Minister 
Hisham Tell will act as Dr. 
Mano's deputy, Mr. Lawzi 
added. 

He did not say when the 
appointment would take 
effect but the commission 
is expected to supervise 
long-term reforms of the 
stock exchange set out in 
the May securities law. 

Dr. Marro has for years 
led Jordan's negotiations 
with international creditors, 
the World Bank and the 
International Monetary 
Fund. 

Bankers say his appoint- 


ment should send positive 
signals to the international 
investment community, 
where he has developed 
extensive ties in many years 
of trying to deal with Jor- 
dan's external debt. 

The securities law. draft- 
ed with W’orld Bank assis- 
tance, restructures the 
Amman F inan cial Market 
which currently combines 
the running of the stock 
market with a regulatory 
role. 

It gives the SEC responsi- 
bility for overseeing opera- 
tions of two new private- 
sector bodies: The Amman 
Securities Exchange, which 
will run the exchange’s 
daily activities, and a cen- 
tral depository body for set- 
tlement and clearing of 
stock. 

The transformation is pan 
of a wider two-year reform 
of the exchange which also 
involves automating the 
exchange in a new purpose 
built property and opening 
up the market to greater 
foreign investment 


Loan repayments 
to ACC in ’96 were 
highest in single year 


AMMAN (Petra) — An 
Agricultural Credit Cor- 
poration (ACC) report 
on its 1996 activities 
released Saturday said 
last year the ACC grant- 
ed farmers JD21.I mil- 
lion in loans up from 
JDI9.3 million in 1995. 

The increase of 9.3 per 
cent, according to the 
report, reflects the gov- 
ernment's drive to 
increase investments in 
the agricultural sector 
and support farmers in 
the rural and badia 
regions. 

The report revealed 
that in 1996 the ACC col- 
lected loan repayments 
amounting to JD18.2 mil- 
lion, or 74 per cent of 
the total amounts due 
from farmers for that 
year only. 

Commenting on the sit- 
uation. ACC Director 
General Nimer Nabulsi 
said that loan repay- 
ments last year were the 
highest in a single year. 
He attributed the rise to 
cooperation on the part 
of the farmers. 

He said 8,272 farmers 
were granted loans last 
year in order to reclaim 


land and carry out 7,672 
agricultural projects. 

According to Mr. 
Nabulsi, by the end of 
1996 farmers owed the 
ACC a total of JDS2 mil- 
lion compared to JD73.6 
million at the end of 
1995. 

The ACC’s total assets 
stood at JD92.7 million 
at the end of 1996 com- 
pared to JD85.8 million 
at year end 1995. 

The ACC director said 
the loans last year con- 
tributed to 95 per cent of 
apple cultivation. He 
added that the loans have 
helped reduce unemploy- 
ment and poverty in the 
rural areas of the King- 
dom. 

Mr. Nabulsi said that 
the ACC plans to help 
carry out a national pro- 
gramme to boost cereal 
production, especially 
wheat, and to encourage 
fanners to grow vegeta- 
bles, as they are in high 
demand in local and for- 
eign markets. 

He expected the ACC 
in 1997 to grant farmers 
a total of JD20 million in 
loans. 
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DAJANI Jewellers .Gems dealers.Unique designs ini 8k Gold . aKh bS • 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
, and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUDIO HflIG 

Professional quality In 
i hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 

SShmeisani - Opposite 
1 Grindlays Bank. 

! Phone: 604042 
I Sweffieh Tel: 823891 




AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Mnutes tram Abddl 
to Airport and Back 


Specie; Reduced rate? c: 
5GC Fils For Airpor- Staff 
end our Frequent CjjTorcers 


For Further Details can : 
Airport Branch 08-51531 
Abdall Branch 653313 
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* One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
.Equipped Kitchenettes * Daffy £ 
Long Stay " Reasonable Ratos 


5th Circle 

Tel 692672 Fax 674551 


& 

crown ncm 

•OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOL 
’ TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 
’ SAUNA, 

JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 
* FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 
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Jordan adds silver, 
ronze medals in karate 

Questrian, swimming teams again unimpressive 



By Aleen Bannayan 
and JSYIF 
press committee 

JORDAN'S KARATE team 
Saturday added 2 more;, 
medals a day before the 8th j 
Fan- Arab Games draws to? 
its end Sunday. j 

Na'cl Oweimer took a sil- 
ver medal in the SO-kilo- 
g ram me category while 
reanimate Amid Masoud 
took the bronze in the over- 
80-ki!ogramme weight. 

Meanwhile, the equestrian 
team failed in the Grand 
Prix event with veteran Hani 
Bisharal eliminated in the 
second round, Ra'ed Naser 
coming in 9th and Sinan 
Nashashibi finishing 19th. 

Saudi Arabia's Rarnzi 
DaJinmi won gold. Egypt's 
Adham Hammad silver and 
Lebanon's Karim Paris 
bronze. 

in the equestrian team 
event earlier in the competi- 
tion. Jordan had finished at 
a disappointing 7th place 
among S competing teams. 

Sn swimming also. 
Jo.'daa'i young team was 
again far from competitive 
records and did not yield 
any positive results, 'with 
Rania Gusheh finishing 9th 
in the 100-metre freestyle. 
Yuan Khouri 12th in the 
1500-mctrc freestyle 
although he set a new 
Jordanian record. 

In ihe 400-meire medley, 
Hana Majaj, who won the 
sole swimming medal for 
Jordan earlier in the compe- 
tition. finished 5th. 

Saturday's two karate 
medals brought Jordan’s 
medals tally up to 38, with 7 
gold. 10 silver and 2J 
bronze. 

With only the soccer final 
left for Sunday — the clos- 
ing day for the two-week- 
long event which brought 
together 3,000 athletes — 
Jordan’s results and medals 
so far have been the best in 
the history of past Arab 


Games participations. 

The Kingdom’s taekwon- 
do team was one of the 
most impressive earning a 
total of 13 medals and mak- 
ing it the most successful 
Jordanian participation in 
the Pan -Arab Games to 
date. 

His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hass an con- 
gratulated the taekwondo 
delegation on their 
admirable achievement. 

In the women's event, 
Zaha Talhouni and Alisar 
Matar took golds for Jordan 
as Nancy Hindi took silver 
and Fatima Sayyad and 
Ahlam Bino bronze. 

In the men’s competition. 
Hussein Tahleh took gold. 
Raed Naji, Ali Asmar and 
Mohammad Abul Ruz silver 
and Shadi Abu Taleb. 
Daoud Matar, Ibrahim Aqel 
and Moh amm ad Nawwaf 
bronze. 

The women’s karate team 
of Nawal Bayyari, Azahir 
Zuhdi and Butheina Mahsiri 
won three bronze medals. 

The boxing and athletics 
teams also secured 10 
medals altogether. 

The boxers won two gold 
medals by Mohammad Abu 
Khadijeh and Ayman AI 
Nadi and three bronze by 
Kamal Abdul Majid, 
Khaldoun Abdul Hameed 
and Base] Hindawi. In ath- 
letics, Nada Kawar won a 
gold in the discus and a sil- 
ver medal in the shot put; 
Fakhreddin Fuad added 
another gold in the high 
jump; Ala’ Abdul Hadi won 
a bronze in the triple jump 
and Am a! Matari took 
another bronze in the 
women’s marathon. 

Ayed Khawaldeh became 
the first Jordanian to win 
three bronze weightlifting 
medals; Amer Natour took 
silver and bronze medals in 
fencing and Mousa Khalaf 
took a silver for Jordan in 
judo. 

Abdul Hakim Abu 
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Workshop on Graduate Studies in 
American Universities: The 
Application Process, Admission 
Requirements and Scholarships' 

Location; Royal Scientific Society 

Date; July 30, 1997 

: sms: 09.00 a.m. - 01.00 p.m. 

Sponsored by: 

i he National Centre for Human Resources 
Development (NCHRD). 

F u! bright Programme, Amman - Jordan. 

The Higher Council for Science and Technology. 
Arab Scientists and Technologists Abroad. 
Panellists: 

Victor Billeh, President National Centre for 
Human Resources Development. 

Issa Batarssh, Associate Professor, Electrical 
and Computer Engineering Department, 
University of Central Florida. 

Allan McNamara, Director Jordan-American 
Commission for Educational Exchange - 
Fulbright programme Amman-Jordan. 

Munir Nayfeh, Professor of Physics 
University of Illinois . 

Objectives: 

- Help our students learn about the graduate 
admission procedures in the U.S. universities. 
Provide assistance to potential graduate 
students on how to present a complete and 
accurate application file for graduate school, 

Help students to focus on important 
components in the application file that effect the 
graduate committee decision, and 
Introduce various international scholarship 
programmes from the Fulbright and the World 
Bank. 

The number is limited, attenders should 
contact phone No. 831451 
from Q8.00 a.m. to 05.00 p.m. 


Medals table (esd ndlhg Sariirday ’s results) 

Nation 

Gold 

Silver 

Bronze 

Egypt 

94 

51 

37 

Algeria 

38 

42 

42 

Morocco 

19 

14 

14 

Syria 

14 

26 

35- 

Qatar 

9 

6 

•• i-x • - 

Tbnisia 

8 

12 

15 

Jordan 

7 

9 

. J20 V 

Lebanon 

6 

16 

. 47 

Saudi Arabia 

5 

10 

19 

Kuwait 

1 

12' 

17 

Oman 

i- . 

1 . 

1 

Sudan 

0 

1 

2 

Libya 

0 

1 

1 

Yemen 

0 

1 

0 . 

Palestine 

0 

0 

4 ; 

Bahrain 

0 

0 

1 



Sneineh took the silver 
medal in the 69-kilogramme 
Graeco-Roman wrestling 
and Ismail Issa AJ Sheikh 
added a silver in freestyle 
wrestling 

In table tennis Iyad 
Maknay and Abdul Aziz 
Rida took the bronze in dou- 
bles and added another 
bronze in the team event. 

In women’s basketball. 
Jordan finished fourth after 
losing to Lebanon while the 
men came in 6th after losing 
56-53 to Kuwait. 

In shooting. Khaled 
Naghaway was eliminated 
from the top six qualifying 
positions so were the rest of 
the Kingdom’s swimmers. 
Hana Majaj took the only 
swimming bronze medal 
making up for otherwise 
disappointing results by her 
teammates. 

The Sth Pan-Arab Games 
which conclude tonight 
have been the largest gather- 
ing of Arab youth since the 
event was last held in Syria 
in 1992. 

With Iraqi athletes barred 
from competition because 
of a boycott threat by 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, 
19 countries are taking part 
in the Beirut Games with 
only Somalia and the 
Comoros missing the event 


Twenty events are being 
contested at the Games 
excluding kick-boxing, 
handball, gymnastics, body- 
building, hockey, diving and 
water polo for technical and 
financial reasons. 

The Kingdom's 187- 
strong delegation which 
includes 94 men and 33 
women athletes competed in 
14 of the 20 events. The del- 
egation also includes 27 
officials, 20 coaches and 13 
referees. 

Jordan dropped participa- 
tion in cycling, tennis and 
volleyball, and will be com- 
peting in athletics, basket- 
ball, karate, swimming, 
taekwondo, table tennis, 
boxing, equestrian, fencing, 
soccet weightlifting, judo, 
freestyle and Graeco- 
Roman wrestling and shoot- 
ing. Other-events at the 
Games include golf and 
yachting. 

In line with international 
rules, drug testing was 
introduced for the first time 
since the Arab Games were 
launched in 1953. All gold 
medallists are being tested 
for performance-enhancing 
drugs, in addition to one 
other competitor selected in 
a draw in each event 

Lebanon is hosting the 
Arab World's premier sports 


event for the first time since 
file second Arab Games in 
1957. 

Jordan has received 
approval to host the 9th Pan- 
Arab Games in 2001. 
Kuwait was chosen as a 
substitute in case Jordan 
withdrew their bid. 

Jordanian sports officials 
have underlined their sup- 
port for organising and tak- 
ing part in the Pan-Arab 
Games which have only 
been held seven tunes since 
1953. 

But the Games, designed 
to emphasise Arab brother- 
hood, were clouded by 
Lebanon’s refusal to grant 
the Iraqi team entry visas 
for fear of provoking 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 

Jordan has taken partin all 
past seven Pan r Arab Games 
gaining a total of 49 medals 
C7 gold, 16 silver, 26 
bronze). 

Jordan finished 9th overall 
in the last Pan-Arab Games 
in 1992 with 1 gold, 6 silver 
and 6 bronze medals. 

The Pan-Arab Games 
were held in Alexandria 
1953, Beirut 1957, 
Casablanca 1961, Cairo 
1965, Damascus 1976, 
Rabat 1985 and Damascus 
1992. 


Jordan plays Syria tonight in 
Pan- Arab Games soccer final 

King Hussein to receive players 

JD 15,000 reward awaits team 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

JORDAN'S SOCCER team plays Syria 
Sunday in the final of the soccer event at the 
Pan-Arab Games which conclude in Beirut - 
following the match. 

Winning the match will be the best ever 
achievement in the Kingdom's soccer histo- 
ry- 

According to delegation sources in Beirut, 
HRH Prince Abdullah, president of the 
Jordan Soccer Federation (JSF). telephoned 
team captain Jamal Abu Abed urging the 
players to do their utmost in the final. 

Delegation sources said His Majesty King 
Hussein will receive the team following 
their return and a reward of JD 15.000 (JD 
700 each} has been allocated for them. 

JSF Vice-President Saleh Irsheidat will 
attend the match which caps two weeks of 
competition in which 3.000 athletes from 
19 countries took part. 

The Kingdom's team had scored a land- 
mark 3-2 over Kuwait to qualify for the 
final for the first time. 

Syria beat Lebanon 3-2 in the other semi- 
final to qualify for the final. 


Jordanian who took to the streets follow- 
ing the match honking homs and waving 
die flags in celebration, now hope the team 
will continue its successful run and win the 
gold medal. 

Jordan’s players said they were happy at 
Syria reaching the final as that had relieved 
the extra pressure of having to play the 
hosts. 

Jordan upset expectations by beating 
Kuwait — a team with an impressive record 
in Asia and a World Cup qualifier in 1982 
— to advance to th^ final. 

Eight countries tpok part in the soccer 
event Group 1 included Jordan, Lebanon, 
Oman and Libya while Group 2 included 
Kuwait the UAE, Syria and Mauritania. 

Only the top two teams in each group 
qualified to the second round. 

Jordan and Lebanon qualified from Group 
1 while Syria and Kuwait qualified Group 
2 . 

Jordan beat Oman 3-1, and drew 1-1 
with Libya and Lebanon. Syria beat the 
UAE 3-1, Kuwait 2-1 and Mauritania 1-0. 

The Kingdom’s best result in past soccer 
competitions at the Games was fourth, 



Dalia Ai Arabi (R) of Egypt jumps for the ball next to Salpi Chogarian (L) of 1 
during the final match of the Pan- Arab Games. Egypt won the match 73-44 
ing the gold medal. Tbnisia came second and Lebanon third {Renters photo) 
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Ronaldo ready for Milan 


MILAN (R) — Brazil striker Ronaldo 
arrived in Italy, on Friday and said he was 
looking forward to locking homs with 
coach Fabio Capello for a second consecu- 
tive season. Ronaldo will play for 
Intemazionale next season while Capello 
will be in charge of city neighbours AC 
Milan. Last season, the world footballer of 
the year played for Barcelona while 
Capello guided their arch-rivals Real 
Madrid to the Spanish League title. 
“Capello is a great coach, a great tactician,” 
Ronaldo told a news conference at Inter 
headquarters hours after arriving in Italy 
from Brazil. “Even so, it would be a great 
feeling to beat Capello’ s Milan to the 
Italian League title. 

Bakero turned down 


LONDON (R) — Former Spanish captain 
Jose Bakero has been turned down by 
Middlesbrough after a three-week trial at 
the English first division club. “Bakero has 
not been offered a contract by the Boro 
after a (rial spell,” the club said on Friday. 
Manager Bryan Robson had said earlier in 
the month that the 33-year-old former 
Barcelona midfielder was likely to get a 
permanent contract at the newly-relegated 
club. Bakero was released on a free trans- 
fer by Mexican club Veracruz and is seek- 
ing to return to Europe. Middlesbrough are 
in the process of rebuilding their squad to 
try and secure an immediate return to the 
Premier League. 


African footballer of the year was signed 
by Inter from Ajax Amsterdam last year. 
Doctors warned at the time that the lanky 
striker could die if he carried on playing.-^ 

Smith fails in record bid 


BELFAST (R) — Ireland’s triple Olympic 
gold medallist Michelle Smith failed by 
over two seconds in a world record bid in 
the 200 metres butterfly at the Irish Open 
championships on Friday. She said she was 
disappointed with her performance and 
would decide next week whether to defend 
her 200 metres butterfly and 200 metres 
individual medley titles at the European 
Championships in August Smith won in 
two minutes 8.15 seconds, well outside the 
16-year-old world mark of 2:05.96 held by 
American Mary T. Meagher. “Maybe I’m 
not as fit as I thought, but I wouldn’t have 
gone for that record if I didn’t think I conld 
break it” she said. 

Materazzi coaches Brescia 


BRESCIA (Rj — Newly-promoted Italian 
Sene A side Brescia have named Giuseppe 
Materazzi to replace former bead coach 
Eddy Reja. Materazzi is to take over imme- 
diately at the northern club after Reja, who 
led the side back into the top flight, stepped 
down on Friday citing a long-standing dis- 
pute with management Maierazzi, 51, 
coached Padova in the second division last 
year after several seasons at the helm of 
southern club Bari. 
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Kanu back after surgery Argentine League strike 


MILAN (R) — Nwonko Kami, the 
Nigerian striker who underwent heart 
surgery last year, will return to soccer on 
Sunday when his Italian club 
Intemazionale play Manchester United in a 
friendly. Inter executive Sandro Mazzola 
said on Friday doctors had given Kanu the 
go-ahead to play after he passed a series of 
stress tests on his heart He said Kanu was 
likely to play a few minutes in Sunday's 
friendly in Milan against the English 
champions. Kanu. who led Nigeria to the 
gold medal at the 1996 Atlanta Olympics, 
returned to Italy earlier this month after 
completing a rehabilitation programme fol- 
lowing an operation in the United States to 
repair a damaged heart valve. The condi- 
tion was discovered shortly after the 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Argentina's pro- 
fessional soccer players Friday night 
decided to go ahead with a planned strike 
this weekend. After more than four hours 
of talks with the Argentine Football 
Association (AFA) at the. labour ministry, 
the players' union failed to reach an agree- 
ment and the meeting was adjourned until 
Monday, meaning weekend league match- 
es will be suspended. “I tried my best (to 
avoid the strike) but I lost,” idol Diego 
Maradona told his manager, Guillermo 
Coppola, as he left the labour ministry. 
Players last Tuesday voted to strike until 
troubled First Division side Deportivo 
Espanol agreed to allow six players whose 
contracts expired on June 30 to move to 
other sides. 
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'y' CINEMA TEL.-634144 

PHILADELPHIA "1" 


N/" CINEMA 

JL PHILADELPHIA 


Jim Carrey ... in 


LIAR LIAR 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


TEL:634144 


Macaulay Culkin &. 
Elijah Wood ... in 

THE GOOD SON 

Shows: 12:30,3:30,6:15. 8:30, 10:30 



CINEMA 


lb L;69923». nSma 


TEU 6 T 7420 


PLAZA 




Chris O’DormelL.in 

MAD LOVE 

Shows: 12:30,3:15,5:00 


Adel Imam...in 

BAKHU AND ADEELAB (PAST 2) | 
(AJjardal wal kanaka) 

Shows: 8:30, 10:30 




CONCORD 


V 


COHCORD "1" 

Kevin Costner & Rene Russo...in 

TIN CUP 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00. 8:30, 10:45 

COHCOXD 

Michael Jordan.Jn 

SPACEJAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only 




Nabil & Hishu'g 




The satirical play 

AMN AI AI YA HO 

performance starts at 8:30 p.m. 
The theatre is closed every Friday. 
For reservations call 625155 


1 d,d n'i 
V [,j 

> 1 ^*. 


SOUTH 

a AS 
-AJS 
: AK9 
* jse- 

“ac-.r.r. 

rn west : 

Pan : 
Pus 

— '«*d: 

’fOP.5 a: fu 

‘ Jri-* zo aja 

■■vilhoui 

=4«. Ypl l 
P'-iysc :r. a- 
- 7e iecLw 

' 'r.'.rr.;:. a.-.d 

CKSSlT 5 
'• ':.L3 Way 

■ TG-X5 ; 

a--i k 


ifORNiS 

i Consists ol 

i‘ 32| ons. J; 
: ■'•=terfali, fj 
■ ■- = r becue 


-ystem. 


Pie 



[“Won 




i 




ice 







lr 5t floor 
! beautiful I 
| aii what yc 

Tel* 



J‘ v o-floor v 
grooms. 

sain r ° 0ms ’ 

salons. i ar 
c'Sh stand 

F ° r sign or c 

Pprmoi 
821142/j 
U m AW 






Jordan Times, Sunday, July 27, 1997 


*97 







New York Metfi second baseman Carlos Baerga (L) is upended while reaching for a 
low ball by San Diego Padres’ Steve FSnky as he steals second base in the third inning 
of their game fn San Diego (Renters photo) ,> 
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Raoux upsets Philipoussis; Courier 
downs Krajicek as Ivanisevic through 
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LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Frenchman Guillaume Raoux 
bear third- seeded Mark Philip- 
poussis of Australia 7-6 (7-5) 

6- 4 to score the biggest upset 
of the 5303,000 Infiniti Open 
and reach the semifinals. 

Top-seeded Goran Ivanise- 
vic of Croatia, meanwhile, 
rifled in 20 aces to sail past 
Byron Black of Zimbabwe 7- 
6 (7-3) 6-2. 

Sixth seed Lira Courier of 
the United States overcame 13 
^ces id knock off two-time 
champion and fourth-seeded 
Dutchman Richard Krajicek 

7- 6 { 7-5) 7-5, and second- 
seeded Thomas Enqvist of 
Sweden breezed past close 
friend Kenneth Carl sen of 
Denmark 6-3 7-5. 

Twee this week, Philip 
poussis struggled from a set 
down and 0-2 to charge to vic- 
tory. But there was no come- 
back this time. 

Tm very disappointed,” 
said Philippoussis. the world's 
13th-ranted player. “It was 
my first tournament back 
since Wimbledon and 1 
thought I had a good chance to 
yrin here. 

■ Raoux posted his second 
consecutive upset over an 
.Australian Davis Cupper in as 
many days following a 
straight-sets sweep over fifth 
seed Patrick Rafter. 

The victory sets up a clash 
against EnqvisL 
“He’s a dangerous player" 
said the Swede, who holds a 
2-1 career edge over Raoux. 
‘He’s hitting the ball tough. 
Us going to be an exciting 
match." 

Ivanisevic said he was doing 
better than he expected 
"I'm very surprised,” said 
the wodd’s thud-ranked play- 
er, who improved to 42-1 3 this 
tfear following his 72-minate 
sweep of Black. “1 didn’t 
expect to win many matches. I 
came here to practice but now 
that Tm in the semis I want to 
reach the finals." 

Ivanisevic ran off the finaTT 

four points of the tiebreaker, 
puncmatedbya 131 mph(211 
Mi) rocks to end the opening 
set 

He gained a pair of service 
breaks in the fourth and six 
games to run his career record 
to 6-0 against Black to set up a 
showdown with Courier. 

Courier and Krtgicek 
engaged in brilliant one-hour, 
56-minute showdown in the 
marquee night match. 

Courier's aggressive game 
sparkled as he raised his 
career mark to 7-1 against last 
year’s Wimbledon champ ion. 


*T 'don’t really' know and 
don't want to ask the question 
why I am .successful against 
Richard," said Courier. “I just 


keep going out and playing 
him the best I can. He's a good 
player. To have a record like 
that against him is unusual." 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
STANtUH HIRSCH 


A BITOP ENCOURAGEMENT 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 

NORTH 
*43 
V743 
0QJ10 
*AQ 10S 5 

EAST 


WEST 
* Q J 95 
CKQ JOBS 

CM 
*73 


A E 10 762 
986 
08742 
* K 2 


SOUTH 
* A 8 
9 A J 5 
oak as 

*J964 
The bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
INT Pass 3NT Pus 
PUs Pass 

Opening lead: Queen of 9 

Looking at all four hands, South 
cannot ohm to nine tricks at three 
no trump without some help tram 
the defense. Yet when this hand 
was played in on international 
match, one declarer brought borne 
the contract, and it is difficult la 
fault the defender siting West. 

The auction was a simple exer- 
cise in arithmetic. South's opening 
bid showed 16-18 points and, with 
nine points and a good five-card 
suit. North wasted nn time in get- 


ting to the Anal contract. 

At both tables West led the queen 
of hearts, an opening lead which 
requests partner to unblock the 
jack if possible. To guard against 
the actual distribution, declarer 
was forced to bold up the ace so, 
when the first trick retched only low 
cards. West shifted to the queen of 
spades. Declarer could not avoid 
losing Tour spade tricks, one heart 
and the king of dubs, down two. 

At the other table South also 
realized that winning tho ace of 
hearts at the first trick would leave 
the fate of the contract hinging on 
the location of the king of dubs, but 
the play to ibis trick was dramati- 
cally different. Since a spade shill 
would obviously be damaging, 
declarer decided to draw attention 
from the spade suit by doing what 
West asked — unblock the jack of 
hearts. 1 

Be honest. Wouldn't you think 
the opening leud hod struck gold by 
exposing an ace-jack doubleton in 
the closed hand, and so continue 
with a heart to the ace? The dub 
finesse lost, but when East could 
not revert to a heart, declarer was 
home with an overtrick. 

What if Bast held another heart? 
Then the suit would split 4-3, and 
declarer would lose no more than 
three hearts and a dub. 


Consists of: 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 
salons, Jacuzzi, interior decoration, 
waterfall, fireplace, wide garden, garage, 
barbecue and fully equipped alarm 
system. . 

Please call' 5541739- 


FOR RENT 


First floor of a villa. Fully furnished. 
Beautiful location. Luxury home. Meet 
ail what you are looking for. 

Telephone: 672251 


VILLA FOR RENT 


Two-floor villa consisting of three master 
bedrooms, one with Jacuzzi, two single 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, very large 
salons, large kitchen, finishing of very 
high standards, annual rent JD1 8,000. 
Foreign or diplomatic missions preferable. 

For more information please cal! 

821 1 42/642693/64271 8 / 079-37004 

Um Al-Summaq - Mecca Streets 
Can see the villa after 6:30 p.m. everyday 
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Martinez finally beats 
nemesis Seles 

PALO ALTO, California (R) — Spain’s Conchita Martinez 
outlasted her nemesis Monica Seles 7-6 1 7-5) 6-4 in a near- 
ly iwo-hour quarter-final at the $450,000 Bank of the West 
Classic Friday for her biggest singles victory since winning 
Wimbledon in 1994. 

Martinez, who was 0-1 1 and bad never won a set against 
Seles entering the match, put on a brilliant tactical display, 
consistently confounding her more powerful opponent with 
deep backhand slices to the second-seeded Seles’s rickety 
forehand. 

“I can’t explain how happy I am " said Martinez, the sixth 
seed. "First, that I finally beat Monica Seles. Second, 
because 1 finally played my game. In the past, I would get 
tentative and give it to her. This time, I beat Monica and I 
won over myself, too. 

"Winning a Grand Slam is great, bat for my confidence, 
this win is right up there. 

World number one Martina Hingis’s steely confidence 
was nearly shaken in a 6-1 6-7 (9-7) 6-3 victory over 
unseeded American Linda Wild. 

Bouncing her racket off the court in disgust with her sput- 
tering groundstrokes, Hingis was down 2-0 in the third set 
before regaining her composure and control of the court. 

"1 always have one bad day at a tournament and this was 
it” the 16-year-old Swiss said. "It wasn’t easy having to 
play two days in a row at 7;30 p.m. I can't do anything 
much during the day because I don’t want to get tired. I’ve 
already been horseback riding and rollerblading twice. If I 
go to the mall again. I'll spend more money than I'll make 
aft week.” 

The winner of the Bank of the West will take home 
$79,000. 

In a semifinal Saturday, Hingis will meet American Lind- 
say Davenport, a 7-6 (7-2) 6-3 winner over Russia’s Elena 
Likhovsteva. 

Martinez had plenty of opportunities to fold. She was up 
3-0 in the first set and let Seles daw into the tiebreaker. But 
leading 6-5 in the breaker, Martinez went for a wicked slice 
serve that Seles dumped into the net 
The 25-year-old broke Seles to open the second set, and 
leading 4-3, gamely fought off two break points, the first 
on a backhand volley drop shot from her shoe tips after a 
20-ball rally, and the second on a swinging forehand volley 
she pasted into the comer. Martinez yelled in delight and 
went on lo win the match with a scorching service winner. 

“I was completely focused, I was not scared at all.” said 
the 1 1 th -ranked Martinez, who has been working with a 
sports psychologist and physical trainer in an attempt to re- 
enter the top five. 

Seles was puzzled that Martinez was able to sustain her- 
self mentally. "After I lost the tiebreaker I was surprised, 
especially after coming back from 3-0 down. But in the 
second set, well, I just tried to play the points.” 

The nine-time Grand Slam champion said that all after- 
noon she had hands of stone that kept her from attempting 
more winners. < 

"I wasn’t feeling the ball well enough today so that I 
could control the; points, so I was just putting the ball 
back,” Seles said. “I guess that wasn’t the best tactic to 
use.” 

Seles, who has not won a title in 10 months, was so dis- 
gusted with her game that she decided to enter the Toshiba 
classic in san Diego next week despite a bad back. 

Seles was able to get into the tournament because Jen- 
nifer Capriati withdrew. Capriati has been nursing an ankle 
injury she sustained at the Italian Open in may and has not 
played since. 

Martinez will meet third seed Amanda Coetzer of South 
Africa in the semifinals. Coetzer beat Martinez for the first 
time in 1 1 meetings in the fourth round of the French Open 
in June. Coetzer took American Kimberly Po 7-5 6-4 in 
Friday’s quarter-finals. 


Ben Johnson loses bid 
to return to competition 



Canadian sprinter Ben Johnson, banned for life from 
international competition after testing positive for 
drugs, leaves court after falling in his bid to be rein- 
stated (Reuters photo) 


BRAMPTON. Ontario (Ri 
— Canadian sprinter Ben 
Johnson, banned for life 
from international competi- 
tion after testing positive 
for drags, on Friday lost his 
bid to end his exile. 

Ontario judge Moira 
Caswell rejected Johnson’s 
application to bave his ban 
declared an illegal restraint 
of trade. 

"It is necessary to protect 
the right of the athlete, 
including Mr. Johnson, to 
fair competition, to know 
that the race involves only 
his own skilL his own 
strength, his own spirit and 
not his own pharmacolo- 
gist," Caswell said in a 
written ruling delivered 
from the bench. 

Johnson said be has not 
decided whether he will 
appeal Friday's court rul- 
ing, but vowed to continue 
his fight to race again and 
prove he is still the world’s 
fastest man. 

"I am kind of disappoint- 
ed, but I have to just hold 
on. The lawyers and my 
advisers will get this mov- 
ing in a better way ” the for- 
mer star sprinter said out- 
side the courtroom. 

Johnson, 36, became the 
centre of the sport's most 
infamous doping scandal 
after he won the 1 00 metres 
gold medal at the 1988 
Seoul Olympics, clocking a 
record 9.79 seconds. 

Shortly afterward, John- 
son tested positive for ana- 
bolic steroids in Seoul. He 
was stripped of his medal 
and his world record was 
struck from the books. 

Johnson was banned from 
competition for two years, 
and at an official Canadian 
inquiry into drugs in sport 
that followed the scandal, 
he admitted to many years 
of illegal steroid use. 

In 1993, Johnson was 
banned for life after a test 
found high levels of tes- 
terone in his system. He has 
denied using an illegal sub- 
stance and his lawyers 
argued that the LAAF, 
which governs international 
athletics, did not give their 
client a fair hearing and 
denied his right to work. 

Caswell said in her ruling 
that the public had an inter- 
est in the protection of the 
integrity of the sport. She 


said the elite athlete was 
viewed as a hero and his 
influence over the young 
athlete could not be under- 
estimated. 

She said Johnson became 
rich and famous because of 
his athletic performances, 
in some of which he had 
admitted he w ; as cheating. 

“Most major sports 
impose a lifetime ban after 
an athlete has been caught 
for a second lime using 
banned substances," she 
saicL 

But Johnson proclaimed 
his innocence outside the 
courtroom on Friday. "Why 
do you think I’m here 
today? No. I am not a 
cheater." he rold reporters. 

The court decision came a 
few days before world ath- 
letics leaders debate 
whether to soften penalties 
on drug cheats in the face of 
recent civil court decisions. 

The International Ama- 
teur Athletic Federation 
(1AAF) will decide whether 
to halve its four-year ban 
for serious offences at a 
two-day meeting on July 30 
and 31. 


Johnson's lawyers had 
hoped a favourable court 
ruling would put pressure 
on the iaaf to lift Johnson's 
lifetime ban from competi- 
tion. 

Johnson has cried other 
sports in the past four years, 
but with little success. The 
money he earned as one of 
the world's elite runners is 
dwindling. 

In the court case, athletics 
Canada lawyers argued the 
sport's body had done noth- 
ing to prevent Johnson from 
earning a living. 

They contended most of 
Johnson’s earnings did not 
come from competitive 
events, but from endorse- 
ments. which dried up after 
1988. 

Johnson's case has divid- 
ed opinion in Canada’s ath- 
letics community. Current 
Olympic sprint champion 
Donovan Bailey has said 
johnson should not be 
allowed to race again. 

Others suggested the 
Johnson case would force 
athletic officals to revamp 
their rules or face losing 
control of the sport. 


Carl Lewis has lots of ‘last’ meets 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Nine-tiroes Olympic 
champion Carl Lewis's 
retirement celebration 

keeps growing. 

One of history’s greatest 
athletes will probably run 
his last competitive race in 
Tbkyo in September, the 
attorney for Lewis’s club, 
the Santa Monica Track 
Club, said Friday. 

“The super meet (in 
Tokyo September 6) 
wants him, so I fully 
expect him to be there,” 


David Greifinger said 

“They want him ro run a 
100, and we’ll talk to 
them at the World Cham- 
pionships." 

Greifinger said Lewis 
also would do some exhi- 
bitions for the Nike appar- 
el corporation next year 
"on the track” in Aus- 
tralia. 

The 36-year-old Lewis 
announced last week thar 
he would end his career in 
the united states with an 
exhibition relay at a U.S. 


CAR FOR SALE 

DUTY UNPAID 

1989 BMW 318 (Diplomatic plate), automatic, 
grey metallic, two doors, full options, good 
condition. J 

Please call: Office. 5513232 
or Hom^: 626987 



Announcement Issued By 
Jordan University Of Science & Technology 

Tender No. (23/97) 

Fixed Medical Equipment For 
King Abdullah Hospital Project 

Due to the request of many participants in tender 
No. 23/97 concerning The Fixed Medical 
Equipment for King Abdullah Hospital Project, to 
enable them study and prepare their bids 
thoroughly, Jordan University of Science & 
Technology has decided to extend the deadline 
for submission of bids till 1 1 :Q0 a.m. Saturday, 
September 13th, 1997. Opening of bids will be 
at 12:00 noon on the same day. 

Chairman, Central Tenders Committee 
University Vice President 
Prof. M. Duwayri 


Football game berween 
the University of Pitts- 
burgh and the University 
of Houston on September 
13 at Houston, his home- 
town. 

Lewis also plans to com- 
pete zn three meetings in 
Europe. He will ran 100- 
metre races in Zurich on 
August 13 and in Brussels 
on August 22 and either a 


100 metres or 4x100- 
merer relay at Berlin on 
August 26. Greifinger 
said. 

‘The Berlin meet will be 
his last in Europe" 
Greifinger said. 

But a press release Fri- 
day from the governing 
body for the world student 
games in Sicily mentioned 
lewis as being interested 


in a special world sprint 
festival there August JO- 
SE 

‘‘Lewis, the greatest ath- 
lete in modern history, 
will be making his final 
appearance in Europe" 
the release said. 

"I don't know anything 
about that." Greifinger 
said. 







Dear 

Customer 

The, Integrated Pest Management 
Project 

is pleased to announce the availability 
of certified vegetables produced through 
environmentally friendly methods. 
These vegetables were grown under 
independent supervision and have passed 
international pesticide residue tests. 
Therefore they are healthy and particular 
safe for you and your children. 

The certified vegetables are sold in sealed 
bags which can be recognized by the 
sticker shown above. 

Retailers can supply their needs through { 
the Central Market. 
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Third Australian injured in 
Israeli bridge collapse dies 
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TEL AVIV ( AP) — A third 
Australian athlete injured 
when a bridge collapsed at 
the opening of the 
Maccabiah Games two 
weeks ago has died, hospi- 
tal and team officials said 
Saturday. 

Elizabeth Sawicki, 47, of 
Melbourne, a member of 
the Australian Bridge team, 
was injured July 14 when a 
temporary bridge made of 
wooden planks supported 
by metal rods collapsed into 
the polluted Yarkon River 
as about 100 members of 
the Australian team were 
crossing it to enter a stadi- 
um as part of the athletes’ 
procession in the opening 
ceremonies. 

Her condition deteriorated 
two days ago. and she died 
early Saturday of lung and 
kidney problems at a hospi- 
tal in the northern Israeli 
town of Afula. Her family 
had flown in from Australia 
to be with her. 

"Elizabeth's death is a 
devastating blow to all of 
the Australian team and 
once again highlights the 


magnitude and ongoing 
effect of the tragedy," team 
officials said in a statement. 

“We are praying for their 
full recovery and safe return 
to Australia.” 

Five other Australian ath- 
letes remain hospitalised, 
two in intensive care. 
Bowlers. Gregory Small, 
37, and Yetty Bennett 50, 
died the day of the bridge 
collapse. 

Officials said they were 
making arrangements to 
have Sawicki ’s body flown 
to Australia, where her 
funeral would take place. 

The “Jewish Olympics," a 
quadrennial sporting event 
that attracted some 5,600 
athletes from more than 50 
countries to Israel, ended 
Thursday. 

A government inquiry 
found negligence on the 
part of almost everyone 
involved with the bridge, 
from the games' organisers 
to the engineer who 
designed it and the builders. 

According to a committee 
of engineers who investi- 
gated, “a chain of failures” 


‘Vampire of Tehran’ goes 
on trial for murder spree 


TEHRAN (AFP) — An 
Iranian cabdriver suspected 
of raping and killing at least 
1 1 women passengers went 
on trial Saturday at a hear- 
ing attended by families of 
the victims. 

Security forces had to 
march into the courtroom to 
impose order, the official 
news agency 1RNA said, 
without giving further 
details. 

The suspect. Ali Reza 
Khoshru Kuran Kordieh, 
28, has been dubbed the 
“Tehran vampire" for the 


series of grisly killings 
which has shocked Iran. 

The cabdriver from 
Ghotshan in northeastern 
Iran has reportedly con- 
fessed to slaying nine 
women in the Tehran 
region. Newspapers say he 
is accused of abducting, 
raping and killing at least 1 1 
women and burning their 
bodies to tiy to prevent 
identification. 

According to his “confes- 
sions" reported by the press, 
Kordieh went out hunting 
women once a week in his 


taxi. 

Tehran police chief Yussef 
Reza Abolfathi said 
Kordieh was arrested in 
1993 for the abduction and 
rape of a young girl but 
managed to escape police 
custody on his way to trial. 

Police initially announced 
that the “vampire” was an 
Afghan refugee living ille- 
gally in Iran, sending shock 
waves throughout the 
Afghan community here 
and stroking anri-Afghan 
feeling among the rest of 
the population. 


U.S. official leaves Sudan 
after ice-breaking visit 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — A 
U.S. official has left the 
Sudanese capital after the 
highest-level U.S. visit in 
more than four years, aimed 
at promoting an end to the 
war raging in southern 
Sudan. 

Gare Smith, the U.S. 
deputy assistant secretary of 
state for human rights and 
democracy, left late Friday, 
heading for another, undis- 
closed African capital, offi- 
cials said. 

His visit to Sudan is 
judged as significant by the 
regime here which, on 
Washington's list of coun- 
tries that sponsor terrorism, 
has been deprived of U.S. 
economic aid since 
President Omar Bashir 
seized power in 1989. 

Washington said earlier 
this year it planned to iso- 
late Khartoum for backing 
terrorism and abuses of 
human rights. 

But latterly signs have 
grown of a detente in their 
relations. 

This followed an impor- 
tant peace agreement signed 
with some six rebel groups 
in southern Sudan in April 


and an apparent willingness 
by Khartoum to discuss sen- 
sitive human rights issues. 

On Wednesday, the U.S. 
embassy here said that dur- 
ing his visit Mr. Smith 
would raise “important 
human rights questions 
such as the state of law, 
freedom of worship, allega- 
tions about slavery, the 
peace process and democra- 
cy” in Sudan. 

And in a meeting 
Thursday. General Bashir 
told Mr. Smith that Sudan 
was keen to “overcome 
obstacles" blocking better 
relations. 

“Sudan is willing to over- 
come the obstacles standing 
on the way of improving its 
relations with the United 
States." he said, according 
to the official A1 Anbaa 
daily. 

Indicating steps taken to 
end Sudan's 14-year civil 
war. Gen. Bashir appealed 
to the international commu- 
nity to urge the rebel Sudan 
People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA) to “sit down at the 
negotiating table to spare 
the blood of the Sudanese.” 
the paper said southern 


Sudanese rebels have been 
fighting Khartoum since 
1983, seeking to end the 
domination of the mainly 
Muslim north over the 
Christian and animist 
south. 

The war has ravaged the 
region and is estimated by 
Western agencies to have 
cost around one million 
lives. 

The April peace deal has 
so far been rejected by the 
largest rebel grouping, the 
SPLA, but other nations in 
the region which have rela- 
tions with the SPLA have 
shown signs of interest in it. 

Press reports here 
Saturday quoted Mr. Smith 
as saying that the April 
peace agreement, which the 
government is keen to pro- 
mote, was “an important 
step” and saying he would 
urge other states in the 
region and the SPLA's 
leader John Garang to back 
the accord. 

Newspapers said Mr. 
Smith had held long talks 
with officials here on wide- 
spread reports of continued 
modern-day slave-trading 
in Sudan. 


Disarmament chief meets Kuwait’s 
emir to discuss Iraqi compliance 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
U.N. disarmament Chief 
Richard Butler met the 
Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh Jaber 
A I Ahmad A I Sabah Saturday 
during a visit here to brief 
Kuwaiti officials about his 
first visit to Iraq. 

The official Kuwait News 
Agency (KUNA) reported 
the meeting between the emir 
and Mr. Butler, the newly 
appointed head of the United 
Nations Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) for Iraq’s disar- 
mament, but did not give 
details of the talks. 

“It is very important to me 
to have the opportunity to 
hear the views and concerns 
of the government of Kuwait 
□t a very senior level about 
the tasks that UNSCOM is 
obliged to undertake on 
behalf of the Security 
Council." Mr. Butler told 


reporters after arriving here 
Friday on a U.N. flight direct- 
ly from Iraq. 

Kuwaiti officials said Mr. 
Butler's three-day visit will 
also include meeting acting 
prime minister and foreign 
minister. Sheikh Sabah Al 
Ahmad A1 Sabah, and other 
senior officials. The new 
UNSCOM chief said he had 
received a “positive 
response” from Iraqi officials 
during his five-day visit to 
Iraq and had agreed an action 
plan to eliminate Baghdad's 
weapons of mass destruction. 

Mr. Butler’s predecessor 
Rolf Ekeus, who also made 
regular visits to Kuwait, pre- 
viously complained that 
UNSCOM was running short 
of funds and said Kuwait had 
expressed its readiness to 
support the U.N.’s disarma- 
ment work. 


On Friday. Mr. Butler said 
UNSCOM’s financial posi- 
tion was in “reasonable 
shape." 

“In that context, I have to 
say that we remain ... indebt- 
ed to and grateful to the gov- 
ernment of Kuwait." he said. 

Under ceasefire terms of 
the 1991 Gulf war over 
Kuwait, a U.N. oil embargo 
imposed in 1990 cannot be 
lifted until UNSCOM con- 
firms Iraq’s chemical, biolog- 
ical and nuclear arsenal as 
well as long-range missiles 
have been eliminated. The 
Australian diplomat has 
vowed to be “absolutely fair” 
in his dealings with Iraq and 
to steer clear of any political 
confrontation. while 

Baghdad has said it will 
cooperate with the new 
UNSCOM chief and make a 
fresh start. 
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led to the collapse, includ- 
ing failure to meet standard 
weight specifications, poor 
coordination between the 
planners and builders, 
faulty construction with 
damaged or substandard 
materials by unqualified 
builders, improperly posi- 
tioned materials and incom- 
plete welding, and lack of 
supervision and control. 

Police have launched a 
criminal investigation into 
the collapse and media 
reports said several indict- 
ments were expected. 

“Now that the report of 
the Do tan committee has 
been delivered, we call on 
the government of Israel to 
swiftly act upon its finding 
and bring those responsible 
to justice,” the team man- 
agement's statement said. 

“We implore the govern- 
ment to ensure that immedi- 
ate compensation is made 
available to the families of 
the deceased and to those 
who have been injured." 

Sawicki had two children, 
who were with her when 
she died. 



ACRES OF BUSH LAND BURNT DOWN: Firemen battle against the bush blaze in the outskirts of the 
southern French city of Marseilles, Saturday. Fanned by strong winds, the fire has destroyed hundreds 
of acres north of the city, obliging some 1,000 homes to "be evacuated (AFP photo) 

Families meet British nurses 
on eve of Saudi murder trial 


RIYADH (AFP) — The 
families of two British nurs- 
es who risk death if convict- 
ed of killing an Australian 
colleague in Saudi Arabia 
visited the women Saturday 
ahead of what could be a 
crucial hearing, an embassy 
spokesman said. 

The British spokesman 
said Lucille McLauchlan's 
mother and father as well as 
Deborah Party's sister and 
brother-in-law saw the nurs- 
es in Dammam, eastern 
Safadi Arabia, where they 
have been held in jail since 
December. 

The families have also 
asked to be allowed to attend 
Sunday’s session at an 
Islamic court in nearby 
Khobar, said the spokesman, 
Alex Brown. “But it is being 
held in a judge's office ... so 
it may not be physically pos- 
sible.” 

British and Australian con- 
suls have been granted 
access to the trial, as well as 
lawyers for the defence and 
for victim Yvonne Gilford's 
family, a rare phenomenon 


for Islamic courts in the 
Saudi kingdom. 

A legal source close to the 
trial has said the case, which 
opened May 19. is nearing a 
verdict 

At its last session on July 
7, the three-judge panel 
recognised the right of 
Gilford’s brother in 
Australia, Frank, to decide 
whether to grant mercy if the 
nurses are found guilty and 
sentenced to be beheaded 
under Islamic law. 

Frank Gilford has ruled out 
clemency if they are convict- 
ed of murder. 

Under Islamic law, the vic- 
tim’s family has the right to 
spare the lives of their rela- 
tives’ killers and accept a 
financial settlement, under a 
provision called “Diya” in 
Arabic. 

The Australian nurse’s 
body was found on 

December 1 1 in her dormito- 
ry at King Fahd Military 
Medical Complex in 

Dhahran, also near Khobar. 
She had been stabbed 13 
times, beaten and suffocated. 


The defence has (hiring the 
two-week adjournment sub- 
mitted its case for the retract- 
ed confessions of 
McLauchlan and Parry to be 
dismissed on the grounds 
they were extracted under 
duress. 

The foreign office, mean- 
while, said it was “con- 
cerned” about conditions at 
the D ammam all-women 
prison. 

“We have made a request 
to the Saudi authorities on 
the subject of the conditions 
in the prison, but they are yet 
to respond." itie spokesman 
said. “We will continue to 
seek an improvement in their 
conditions.” 

Jonathon Ashbee, Parry's 
brother-in-law, said before 
flying out of Britain with his 
wife Sandra that both nurses 
were sick with diarrhoea and 
needed hospital treatment 

But according to the 
embassy spokesman, “the 
accommodation is better 
than average” for a Saudi 
prison and the air condition- 
ing unit in their cell has now 


Waste crisis turns Beirut into 
mountains of reeking rubbish 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Thou- 
sands of tonnes of stinking 
rubbish is piling up on the 
streets of Beirut after the 
city’s only clean-up company 
stopped work because it has 
run out of places to dump 
waste. 

Tlie crisis, which erupted at 
the start of the week, is also 
threatening to pit Muslim and 
Christian communities 
against each other as they 
struggle to get rid of garbage 
from tlie city’s residential 
suburbs. 

In front of apartments and 
shops throughout the sub- 
urbs, the reeking mountains 
of household and commercial 
waste attract clouds of flies 
and mosquitoes, the stench 
exacerbated by hot summer 
temperatures. 

The air is being choked 
even more by plumes of 
putrid smoke given off by 
fires set by inhabitants 
attempting to bum tlieir 
waste. 

The chaos erupted after the 
authorities decided to close 
the Burj Hanunud depot in a 
Christian neighbourhood of 
Beirut last week. 

Local politicians and inhab- 
itants, mainly Armenian, had 
threatened a civil disobedi- 
ence protest if the govern- 
ment did not act to clear up 
the site, which had become 
overwhelmed by rbe mass of 
rubbish brought from Beirut 
and neighbourhoods near and 
far. 

Sukleen. a private cleaning 
company, halted its activities 
in the city suburbs at the start 
of the week because it could 
not find anywhere else to 


dump the rubbish. 

The only garbage treatment 
plant in the quarantine neigh- 
bourhood at the northern end 
of Beirut, but it is unable to 
absorb the thousands of 
tonnes of waste, according to 
the environment ministry. 

Sukleen, which cleaned up 
Beirut and the suburbs after 
the 1975-1990 civil war. said 
it is waiting for authorities to 
find new rubbish depots, but 
Environment Minister Akram 
Shehayeb said there will be 
no solution for at least three 
months — “the time needed 
to set up a new waste treat- 
ment factory." 

i The rubbish scandal threat- 


ens to become a war fought 
on religious grounds, A1 Safir 
newspaper warned Saturday, 
saying the actions of 
Christian and Muslim com- 
munities was “poisoning the 
health of the people and pub- 
lic life.” 

Authorities also accused 
supporters of the hardline 
wing of the pro-Iranian 
Hizbollah Sheikh Subhi 
Toufayli, fed up with putrid 
fumes, of setting fire to an 
incinerator at Aamnissiye. on 
the outskirts of a southern 
Shiite suburb. 

‘The Christian community 
for example, predominant in 
one of die neighbourhoods 


with a depot or an incinerator, 
is refusing to receive waste 
from another district that is 
strongly Muslim, and vice- 
versa, or its war/’ an editori- 
alist with Al Safir wrote. 

During Friday prayers, the 
spiritual chief of the Shiite 
community. Sheikh Moha- 
mmad Shamseddin and the 
spiritual guide of Shiites. 
Sheikh Mohammad Hussein 
Fadlallah, condemned the 
build-up of the rubbish 
mountains. 

“We cannot put the lives of 
millions of innocent people al 
risk to take revenge on a few 
vandals,” Sheikh 

Shamseddin said 





ufi 


been repaired 

Mr. Ashbee said Friday 
that “the prime objective of 
our visit was always going to 
be to give the girts a lift, to 
raise their morale so that 
they can go on ... the giris are 
under tremendous mental 
strain/’ 

The British women initial- 
ly confessed to the murder, 
referring to a lesbian rela- 
tionship. But they later 
retracted the confessions in 
the closed-door trial, saying 
they had been physically and 
mentally abused by inter- 
rogators. 

The accused have also 
threatened to sue a U.S. law 
firm linked to Jim Phipps, 
one of the Gilford family's 
lawyers, for $200 million if 
they are acquitted accusing 
it of jeopardising their lives. 

“His behaviour has been a 
disgrace. He is a disgrace to 
his profession and a disgrace 
to himself.” Mr. Ashbee said 
of Mr. Phipps, a Riyadh- 
based U.S. lawyer who has 
declined to comment on the 
charges. 
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SAN FRANCISCO OR)- 
Identical twins showing renew S call 
off their new cars collid- . 
ed, sending one bnxher 1^' mUl “ 
hurtling into a house, .,-n 

police said Friday u “■ * r 

Brothers Geoffrey and 
Kristopher Putt, IS, : t '' 

smashed into each other >k^*'* :n :r - ‘ ‘ 
Wednesday night 7' 

Alameda, a city across the "' l - 
bay from San Francisco, ‘‘ '• 

Police said they were try- IbbO«u) I ” - • 
ing; out their nejr cuss) fc • 

when one brother ran anfnv.*d! } - h ; i. *. - 
through a stop sign andjjai k P-^ ' 
smashed into his twin's fare-! \sMr-n\- -P'* 1 . 
car, sending it spinfli^p*anniii.rhc ^ V 
into a house. Neither Patti; ai We ru-.r ■ 
was hurt in the accident, la k :■ 

but the cars, both Nissans. p.yc«r ; — - 
were badly damaged. “It a ifc ■ 

was strange,” said police [a’ «s> oniiiiu' _■ -• - 
Lt. Craig Ojala. “We have pro be hesj \ . 
a lot of people crashing (‘.'Mr. 
into each other on aregir-Yj if rjper ’H : 
lar basis, but not i/^; . . 

members of the same fan- ^ T 
ily, let alone twins." 3 s*jui-_- ... <nr:* ; . : ; - - 
^ Height* Su 

U.K. police to Or. - r. 

question woman 

caught with boy, 14 7\ 

LONDON (R) - ; ; 

police flew to Florida oc 
Friday to interview a 
woman who has been . 
charged with “lewd and ®T3fl rebels 
lascivious behaviour' j JJ ^ 
after she was caught with ^ 
her neighbour’s l4-year-^* cr f — press 
old son in an apparent:^ , 
elopement from Eng laDd -_ a .. 1 " ''u-rc.'ed 
Tracey Lee WhaJin. . Ulri ; ? 

from Nottingham, was * J ®miei in y re- 
charged in a Monroe. e ‘t in j , tfnr / :ij .- 
county, Florida Court . • m the ^ _ r \. 

Thursday after she and ^ ^ / ;, 
teenager Sean Kin^lla ' ? iheir ih r , l( . , . . ^ ' 
were found together * n a ;if^ n 7‘-pdn- r J 
condominium in ^ Kh^har " \ 

Florida Keys, .a seaside ^ [sucnilLv ... 
resort area. British police ^ 

said they want to speak W Provi nce -// . in 
Kinsella before meeting ’ ^ u 

U.S. prosecutors Monday,^ H?iii Jnj , 7'! ri .’; 
to discuss transferring *- in,-[ U d in . J 
Whalin back to England. ’*» Anorfter r? 


Parents abandon 
quarrelsome boys 
at gas station 
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DIEDORF (AFP) - ^bomb 

Police picked up l ^^i 0n ■ T 
under age boys near this n Turkey 
southern village after *** ( 
parents dropped them ^ ilt 

at a gas station, fed < .jj” 

with their constant quar-^ ^ 'hn ^ 


reiling, police said. a b"mh e ^ 

father later told police ^ 'v pj iinf 
had meant to teach the ^tn CKDi . “ 

aad 12-year-old boys « ^ ^ 

lesson when they would. . bo^i, 
not listen as they were Sl *'% t , n °Ppin^ h t'*? 
ting in his car. The r c afi er ma 
doned pair were foul’d-^ * "naj f- ^ta- 
crying Szrnday and police ‘ -gur 

took them tack to the..; 
home, 15 kilometres 


SUMMER IN LEBANON: A Lebanese girl walks past honour guards waiting for the 
arrival of Sheikh Khalifa Ben Abdullah Al Khalifa, the secretary-general of the Arab 
Yachting Union of the Automobile et Touring Club du Liban (ATCL), in Kaslik, Friday 


meddling in the upbnng*^ .^'llinp lK n J Peon*- 


ing of his children. 
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